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AND 
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The Minnesota Board of Architecture, Engineering, Land Surveying, Landscape 

Architecture, Geoscience and Interior Design ("Board") is authorized pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes section 214.10 (2006) and-Minnesota Statutes section 326.111 (2006) 

to review coi:nplaints concerning the unauthorized practice of architecture, professional 

engineering, land surveying, landscape architecture, geoscience and interior' design, 

and to take action pursuant to those statutes whenever appropriate. 

The Board received a complaint concerning Daniel J. Anderson, d/b/a D. James 

Architectural Design; d/b/a D, James Architectural Design LLC; and d/b/a D. James 

Architectural Planning LLC ("Respondent"). The Board's Complaint Committee 

("Committee") reviewed the information. The parties have agreed that the matter may 

now be resolved by this Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order. 



SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between Respondent and the Committee as 

follows: 

1. Jurisdiction. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 326.111, subdivision 3 

(2006), the Board is authorized to issue an order requiring an unlicensed person to cease 

and desist from holding out as an architect in the State of Minnesota. Respondent is 

subject to the jurisdiction of the Board with respect to the matters referred to in this 

Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order. 

2. Facts. This Settlement Agreement is based upon the following facts: 

a. Respondent is not currently and never has been licensed by the 

Board as an architect in the State of Minnesota. 

b. Respondent is the owner of business( es) which have been identified 

as D. James Architectural Design; D. James Architectural Design LLC; and D. James 

Architectural Planning, LLC:., located at 3540 Montgomerie Avenue, Deephaven, 

Minnesota,55391. 

c. In a letter dated May 17, 2007, Respondent admits that.he prepared 

the plans for the project located at 3818 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

A true and correct copy of Respondent's May 17, 2007 letter is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. 

d.. Respondent submitted a copy of the signed agreement between 

him and the owners of the project, Erik and Anne (a.k.a. Ann) Knuth, located at 3818 

Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota, dated February 25, 2006, with his 
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response letter dated May 17, 2007. (See Exhibit A.) Respondent held himself out as an . 

architect by using the business name "D. James Architectural Design LLC", 3540 

Montgomerie Avenue, Deephaven, Minnesota, 55391 on the agreement. A true and 

correct copy, of Respondent's agreement with the owners, Erik and Anne (a.k.a. Ann) 

Knuth, c,f 3818 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota, with Respondent's fees 

redacted, is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

e. Respondent prepared several plans dated in August 2006 for Erik 

and Anne (a.k.a. Ann) Knuth project, located at 3818 Upton Avenue South, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, using the business name of 'D. James Architectural Design' in 

the title block. Respondent held himself out as an architect by using the business name 

"D. James Architectural Design", 3540 Montgomerie Avenue, Deephaven, Minnesota, 

55391 on the plans. A true and correct copy of the plans prepared in August 2006 for 

Erik and Anne (a.k.a Ann) Knuth, located at 3818 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota is attached as Exhibit C. 

f. Respondent has also operated a business known as D. James 

Architectural Planning, LLC. This business name is identified in. a July 10, 2006 

Consent Cease and Desist Order issued by the Minnesota Corru:nissioner of Labor and 

Industry, and signed by Respondent, a true and correct copy of which is attached as 

ExhibitD. 

3. Violations. Respondent admits that the facts specified above constitute a 

violation of Minnesota Statutes section 326.02, subdivision 1 (2006) and are sufficient 

grounds for the action specified below. · 
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4. Enforcement Action. Respondent and the Committee agree that the Board 

may issue an Order in accordance with the following terms: 

a. Cease and Desist Order. Respondent shall cease and desist from 

holding himself out as an architect in. the State of Jvfinnesota, and from further 

violations of Jvfinnesota Statutes sections 326.02 through 326.15 (2006) until such time as 

he becomes licensed as an architect in the State of l\ifinnesota. Respondent shall cease 

and desist from using any business name tending to convey the impression that the 

Respondent is licensed .as an architect by the State of Jvfinnesota and shall cease and 

desist from using a business name tending to convey the impression that Respondent's 

business offers architectural services. 

b. Corrective Action. Respondent shall take corrective action to 

remove the .word "Architectural" from the business names. D. James Architectural 

Design, D. James Architectural Design LLC, and D. James Architectural Planning LLC. 

Respondent shall not use protected terms such as "Architect", "Architecture," or 

derivatives thereof such as "Architectural," in his business names. Respondent shall 

provide documentation to the Board verifying that this corrective action has been 

completed within ninety (90) days of the date of the Board's approval of this Settlement 

Agreement and Cease and Desist Order. 

5. Judicial Relief. If the Respondent violates paragraph 4 above, the Board or 

Committee may commence legal action in Ramsey County District Court to enforce the 

terms of this Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order pursuant to Jvfinnesota 

· Statutes section 326.111, Subdivision 2 (2006). If so ordered by the district court, the 
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prevailing party in such a legal action shall be paid its reasonable attorney fees, costs, 

and disbursements by the non-prevailing party. 

6. Waiver of Respondent's Rights. For the purpose of this Settlement 

Agreement, Respondent waives all procedures and proceedings before the Board to 

which• Respondent may be entitled under the Minnesota and United States 

constitutions, statutes, or the rules of the Board, including the right to dispute the 

allegations against Respondent and to dispute the appropriateness of discipline in a 

contested case proceeding pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 14 (2006). 

Respondent agrees that upon the application of the Committee without notice to or an 

appearance by Respondent, the Board may issue an Order requiring the action specified 

in paragraph 4. herein. Respondent waives the right to any judicial review of this 

Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order or the attached Board Order by 

appeal, writ or certiorari, or otherwise. 

7. Board Rejection of Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order. In 

the event the Board in its discretion does not approve this Settlement Agreement and 

Cease and Desist Order; this Settlement Agreement shall be null and void and shall not 

be used for any purpose by either party hereto. If this Settlement Agreement is not 

. approved and a contested case proceeding is initiated pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

Chapter 14 (2006), Respondent agrees not to object to the Board's initiation of the 

proceeding and hearing the case on the basis that the Board has become disqualified 

due to its review and consideration of this Settlement Agreement and the record. 

8. Record. The Settlement Agreement, related investigative reports and other 
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documents shall constitute the entire record of the proceedings herein upon which the 

Order is based. The investigative reports, other documents, or summaries thereof may ( 

be filed with the Board with this Settlement Agreement. 

9. Data Oassification. Under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, 

this Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order is classified as public data upon 

its issuance by the Board, Minnesota Statutes section 13.41, subdivision 5 (2006). All 

documents in the record shall maintain the data classification to which they are entitled 

under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13 

(2006). They shall not, to the extent they are not already public documents, become 

public merely because they are referenced herein. A summary of this Settlement 

Agreement and Cease and Desist Order will appear in the Board's newsletter. A 

summary will also be sent to the national discipline data bank pertaining to the practice 

of architecture. 

11. Unrelated Violations. This settlement shall not in any way or manner limit 

or affect the authority of the Board to proceed against Respondent by initiating a 

contested case hearing or by other appropriate means on the basis of any act, conduct, 

or admission of Respondent justifying disciplinary action which occurred before or after 

the date of this Settlement Agreement and which is not directly related to the specific 

facts and circumstances set forth herein. 

12. Entire Agreement. Respondent has read, understood, and agrees to this 

Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order and is freely and voluntarily signing 

it. The Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order contains the entire agreement 
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between the parties. Respondent is not relying on any other agreement or 

representations of any kind, verbal or otherwise. 

13. Counsel. Respondent is aware that he may choose to be represented by 

legal counsel in this matter. Respondent knowingly waived legal representation. 

14. Service: If approved by the Board, a copy of this Settlement Agreement 

and Cease and Desist Order shall be served personally or by first class mail on 

Respondent. The Settlement Agreement shall be effective and deemed issued when it is 

signed by the Chair of the Board. 

RESPONDENT COMPLAINT COMMITTEE 

/;MJA ~/I '·- ' I/ 

DanielJ. An~ 
BYfl/~ =;;,r~er 

A-G~ Complaint Committee Chair 

Dated: t)C/- 1 ; 2007 Dated: ---'l'-"D+/_,,_i...:::'3 __ ~, 2007 
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ORDER ( 
Upon consideration of the foregoing Settlement Agreement and based upon all 

the files, records and proceedings herein, all terms of the Settlement Agreement are 

approved and hereby issued as an Order of this Board on this the J411day Qf~ 

2007. 
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May 17, 2007 

Lynette Dufresne 

THE MINNESOTA BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE, 
ENGINEERING, LAND SURVEYING, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, 
GEOSCIENCE & INTERIOR DESIGN. 
85 East 7"'- Place, suite 160 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

RE: File no. 2007-0060 

Dear Ms Dufresne: 

~£C£JV£O 

MAY 18 2007 

AfAy. J!ilf'· ... · ·zoo/ 

This letter is the requested response to allegations referenced by your letter of March 16, 2007. I 
understand the allegations are from a letter byMiller Dunwiddie Architecture, dated March 12, 2007. 
That letter references two advertisements from Edina Realty for a residence at 3818 Upton Avenue 
South, Miuneapolis and an enforcement action dated July 2006. That letter formed the basis of a 
complaint to the board and initiated an investigation by it for the project at38J8 Upton Avenue South. 
Your letter requests a response to these allegations, with specific items included. 

I prepared plans for the project at 3818 Upton Avenue South. It is a single family residence, classified 
R-3 which places it in the Exempt class of structures. The Exempt classification removes the requirement 
for plans and specifications to be prepared and certified by an Architect or Engineer. Accordingly it 
allowed me to me to prepare plans for the house. The plans were prepared for review by the owner for 
appearance and layout, for review by the lumberyard and truss manufacturer for structural design, for 
review by the building official, and use by the contractor for construction. At no time did I represent 
myself to any of these parties as an architect. 

Regarding th_e specific allegations of the complaint, the two advertisements were made by Edina Realty 
to sell the 3818 Upton ho\ll,e on behalf of its owner. I had no involvement in their content and was 
unaware of them until I received your letter. I have subsequently asked Edina Realty to remove any 
reference to "architect." The enforcement action referenced in the complaint is regarding the licensing 
of building contractors. It is resolved, and is unrelated in any way to the preparation of plans, 
specifications or any other aspect of the practice of architecture. 

EXHIBIT A 



Your letter asks that I specifically address these items: 

1. Copies of certified plans and any correspondence or invoice materials issued under your 
signature related to the 3818 Upton Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota project 
identified in the complaint. 
1. Plans for the project are attached, they are not certified. 
2. The only correspondence related to the project is the agreement with the owner, 

attached. 

2. Copies of any letterhead, advertisements, and solicitation materials used by you between 
Fall 2006 and today. 
I. There are none. 

3. Copies of any business card on which your name appears from Fall 2006 and today; and 
1. A copy of my business card from my employer is attached. There are no others. 

4. Copies of any professional articles that you may have authored which may have been 
published between Fall 2006 and today along with the name of the journal, magazine, 
newsletter, or newspaper and dates of publication. 

5. 

1. There are none. 

Copies of any other project(s) you may have worked on since Fall of 2006 and today. 
I. There are none prepared by me as D. James Designs. Since the Fall of 2006 I 

have been and am currently employed by Cluts O'Brien Strother Architects Inc. 
as marketing director. All plans and specifications at the firm are prepared by 
firm staff under the direct supervision of an architect. 

Thank you for the opportunity to clarify these matters. If any additional information is required, please 
contact me at (612) 812-3324 orby mail at the address below .. 

Dam.el J. Anderson 

3540 Montgomerie Avenue 
Deephaven, MN 55391 
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Agreement 

D.JAMES ARCHITECTURIAL DESIGN LLC 
3540 MONTGOMERIE AVE 
DEEPHAVEN MN 55391 

The following is an agreement between Mr. and Mrs. Erik and Anne Knuth of 3825 · 
Sheridan Ave South, .In the County of Hennepin , in the city of Minneapolis , State 
of Minnesota and D.James Architectural Design LLC / Daniel James Andersen, 
3540 Montgomerie Ave., Deephaven, Minnesota 55391. To provide: 

Full set of working plans that are permit ready. 
All plans will commence on a ¼ scale sketch process until a reasonable amount of 
concept work has been completed, at the time concept work and been broken apart into 
all components involved, we then will begin straight line CAD drawings. 

D .James Design LLC will provide engineering on all plans for structural purposes. 

Exterior and details as per sketch 
The detail at this point will begin with an Old English Tudor period of design and work 
from that to the final detail and concept 

This project is for the owners to occupy. At the same time we a,gree that the project is 
more of an investment project. The design will consist of finishes and layout suited more 
for the selling of the project. This will impact the design only in the type of finishes that 
are specified in the project. The overall goal is to have high end delivery with a lower 
budget for actual assembly. · 

Electrical Plans will have all floors specified for all wall outlets, fixtures lighting as well 
as exterior. All electrical will be based on a design build process by the chosen 
subcontractors. Notes and plans specified by D.James Architectural Design LLC. 

Plumbing Plans will have all floors specified for all bath and typical locations as well as 
exterior. All areas or other will be based on a design build process by the chosen 
subcontractor. Notes and plans specified by D.James Architectural Design LLC. 

EXHIBIT 



HV AC Plans. will have all floors specified for Heating, cooling zoning and. All HV AC 
will be based on a design build process by the chosen subcontractor. Notes and plans 
specified by D.James Architectural Design LLC. 

(The ultimate goal is to work along side all mechanical and fire protection contractors to 
allow them to take ownership in the project, as well as obtain the overall best provided 
budget and guarantee) 

Room finish schedule Each room will have a room finish schedule and call out the 
different finishes, this will be done on the plan and or be on a separate specification 
document This will include items like wall covering, light fixtures, hardware, millwork 
etc. 

Exterior Lighting 
All lighting will be specified oil the exterior. The interior will have its own lay out with · 
many options that may of may not be implemented, there will be an organized option 
page for the subcontractors to keep the project under control. 

Elevations of all sides, as well as interior space as needed 

All exterior design will be detailed for structural and be confirmed with the current 
structural engineer for the approval process and ultimately there stamp, along side the 
engineering that D.James Design LLC provides 

All elevation will be noted and specified for rough and finish materials. 

Provide cross sections as needed on all interior/ exterior. 

Finish selection phase Provided in this agreement will be time set apart for architectural 
finishes interior and exterior as a base. This process will begin at commencement of the 
agreement to insure a timely process of information to planning stage. 

Scope of work: Tudor 

My intent is to Work with the existing needs of the family to create a space that meets all 
the personal, Family, recreation and work needs. Ai the end of the project, have a project 
that fits the day to day pleasures and needs of any buyer with great over all different 
options. 
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Fee arrangement 

Total over all fee 

-

t signing of the agreement 
t the time we go to straight line AutoCAD plans 

Balance at completion. 

No add on cost to the stated budget, as long as we keep changes to less then 40% of the 
original design 

Budget includes 

Sketch up and concept 
HV AC engineering 
Electrical Lay out 
Plwnbing layouts as needed 
Straight line drawings 
Finish schedule exterior 
Finish schedule interior 
Copies 
All plans will have specifications on the pages required. 
Final finishes will be provided in spec sheet form. · 
Complete City approvals to permit stage 
Rights to reproduce plans 
At least one site visit per week by Dan Anderson to check on project construction 
through completion 

Total budget 

The time frame for this process will be approximately 3 months for total completio_n, 
the foundation can commence as soon as we get a permit based on something less 
then the final plans. In short we will turn in the typical lay out for permit and the 
detail will come as we need. 

Daniel James Andersen 
Principal ofD.James Design LLC. 



Erik and Anne Kll.uth{lrv;r/ ·~= 
Owners notes: (Please add) 

date ------
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Construction Notes 

An9 and allworl iii bad of these:s plans and 

shall remain all provided, an!! change$ 

and or deviations shal! be noted in the 

----·------- ---~- ··--· 

form of a change order and signed½ both o.vncrs 

before commendng on said change. If this process is 

not followed this can and will result in non pa9ment 

General contractor and framer to verif.Y all 

mea5urements in the field before commencing on im,9 

part of constructing the project. The mcasuremen~ 

and lay out ma9 ver9 ba5,::d on performance and 

ab11ity. 
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BC2602786/CMW 

STATE OF MIN"NESOTA 
C MMISSIONER OF LABOR AND INDUSTR 

In the Matter ofDanl.el . Andei:sen, Individually and 

Doing Business as D. J · es Archi.tectural Design, LLC, 

Also Known as D. Jam , Architectural Planning, LLC 

CONS .NT CEASE AND 
DESIS ORDER 

TO: Daniel J. AD.let1en 
3540 Montgom · e Avenue 
Deephaven, , 55391 

Commissioner 'fLabor and Industry, Scott Broner (hereinafter "C 
' ' 

determined as follows: · 

1. The Co. issioner has advised Daniel J. Andersen. doing 

· ssi.on.er") has 

Architectural Design, C, as kn.own as D. James Architectural Planning, LC (hereinafter 

I 
"Respondent"), that he s prepared to commence formal action pursuant to Minn. Stats. 

§§ 45 .027, subd. 5 and ' 26.91 (2004), again.st Respondent based on alle · ons that Respondent 

engaged in unlicensed. esidential building contractor, remodele:r, ot roofe activities in violation 

of Minn. Stat. §326.84!: subds. 1 and lb (2004), failed to pay suppliers an subcontractors in 

' . j . 
viola.ti.on of Minn. Sta §326.91, subd. 1(8) (2004), and obtained a build" g permit by tbe 

' 

fraudulent use of a lie , ed entity's company name and license number in violation of Minn .. 

i 
Stat. §326.91, subd. l 

2. ent acknowledges that he has been advised of bis · ghts to a hearing in 

this matter, to present gument to the Commissioner and. to appeal from y ad:verse 

determination after a . aring, and Respondent hereby expressly waives th se rights. Respondent 

further acknowledges ihat he has been represented by legal counsel tbrou out these 
I 

' ,. 
i 
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proceedings, or has bee . advised of his right to be represented by legal co sel which right he (' 
! 

hereby waives. 

,3, t has agreed to informal disposi.tion of this matte without a hearing.as 

i 
:at.§ 14.59 (2004) and Minn. Rule Pt. 1400.5900 ( 003) .. 

4. 

as known as D. James 

; 

I 
I 

·ng Order is in the public interest 

hitectural Planning, LLC, shall cease ao.d desist om engaging in the 

work of a residential b "lding contractor, remodele:r, or roofer in the State [Minnesota until 
I 

compliance with MiJ:in Stats. §§ 326.83 • 326.991 (2004) is achieved, in.cl ding licensure 

pursuant to Minn. Stat. 326.84 (2004). 

. I 
IT J.S FURTH R ORDERED that the Respondent shall pay to th State of Minnesota a 

By: 

SCOTT BRENER 
Commissioner 

CHARLIED 
· Manager, Enforcement S 
Construction Codes and Lie 

443 Lafayette Road North 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 5515 
Telephone: (651.) 284-5065 
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CONSENT TO ENl'RY OF ORDER 

Daniel J. Andersen, states that he has read the for going Consent Order; 

that he knows and fully erstands its contents and effect; that he has bee . advised of his right 

ent has been represented by legal counsel in. this 

been advised of Respo fs right to be represented by legal counsel and 

is further expressly und • stood that tbis Order constitutes the enti.re sett! 
! 

between the parties her ,to, there being no 0th.er promises or agreements, ei · 

implied. 

D. JAMES ARCmTECYlil.KAI!, 
D. JAMES ARCffil'E 

By; 

Its: 

he has waived this 

SIGN, LLC, AKA 
ANNING,LLC 

· wledged before me on '-J · 5 -Ok by Dani.el , Andersen, 
(Date) 

_______ ___,!-__, of D. James Architecl:ural Design, LLC, aka D, J , .es Architectural 

(Title) 

Planning, LLC. 

BARBARA KA y · iSON 
NOTA~YPUBLIC•MI NESOTA 

My Commission Expires J , 31 , 2010 

., 

,, 

Title nd Rank) 
My commission. xpires: / • 3 / ~ / 0 

3 
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THE MINNESOTA BOARD OF ARCHITECTURE, ENGINEERING, LAND SURVEYING, 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, GEOSCIENCE & INTERIOR DESIGN 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

RE: In the matter of Daniel J. Anderson, Unlicensed 
d/b/a D. James Architectural Design, d/b/a D. James Architectural LLC 
File Number 2007-0060 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF RAMSEY ) 

Lynette DuFresne, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

,-t,v That at the City of St. Paul, County of Ramsey and State of Minnesota, on this the 
// day of ';;e~<\>'lbef'~, 2007, she served the attached [Proposed] Settlement 

Agreement and Cease and Desist Order by depositing in the United States mail at said 
city and state, a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped, with first class and 
certified postage prepaid, and addressed to: 

Daniel J. Anderson 
d/b/ a D. James Architectural Design 
3540 Montgomerie Ave 
Deephaven, MN 55391 

Lynette DilFresne 

Subsc:r:\bed and sworn to be£ore me on this 
the 1ti!'.'_ day of SepJ--,-e,n1J:>,er , 2007. 

/Jtl~~tk!f~~ 
(Notary Public) 

85 East 7th Place, Suite 160, St. Paul, MN 55101 

p, 651.296.2388 • f, 651.297.5310 • TTY 800.627,3529 

www.aelslagid.state.mn.us 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

SltlRI L UNDIIIANN 
Notary Pullllc Mlnnneta 

lly c-nlaslon 
Explrn 1/3112010 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

RE: In the Matter of 
Daniel J. Anderson, Unlicensed 
d/b/ a D. James Architectural Design, and 
d/b/ a D. James Architectural Design LLC, 
and d/b/a D. James Architectural Planning, LLC. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF RAMSEY ) 

Lynette DuFresne, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That at the City of St. Paul, County of Ramsey and State of Minnesota, on this the 
J.7:/~ day of 6CttJ6€fl. , 2007, she served the attached Settlement Agreement and 

Cease and Desist Order by depositing in the United States mail at said city and state, a 
true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped, with first class and certified postage 
prepaid, and addressed to: 

Daniel J. Anderson 
d/b/ a D. James Architectural Design, and 
d/b/ a D. James Architectural Design, LLC, and 
d/b/ a D. James Architectural Planning, LLC. 
3540 Montgomerie Ave 
Deephaven, MN 55391 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
Return Receipt Requested 
7005 3110 0003 5736 4160 

~'/'f1?F· trrJ.~ 
Lynette DuFresne 

Subscribed a,rd sworn to bef9re me on 
this the~ day of tJd-oblf 2007. 

~~ 
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