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+ 
What is the role of the  

MN State Demographic Center? 

 Serve as a liaison to the Census Bureau and assist with 
the decennial census counts  

 Create MN population estimates and projections 

 Analyze, interpret and distribute data from the state, 
U.S. Census Bureau and other sources 

 Offer data and technical assistance to legislators, all 
levels of government, organizations and residents 
across the state 

 Monitor trends and help MN to make data-informed 
decisions, via reports, web content, presentations, 
legislative testimony, media work and more 



+ 
Guiding question and data topics 

for our consideration 

 How might demographic/economic/social 
changes in Minnesota impact the Arts Board’s work 
and the way it allocates resources over the life of 
the Legacy Amendment (to 2034)? 

 

 Population shifts 

 Aging trends 

 Disability 

 Race/ethnicity/culture/origins 

 Education 

 Income 

 



Population Shifts 



+ State & county highlights: Change 

between 2010 Census and 2015 

 MN grew by 186,000 people total, mostly from “natural 
change” (births-deaths). 

 46 counties lost population, while 41 have gained.  

 In a nutshell, the biggest counties got bigger (Hennepin, Ramsey, Dakota).  

 More than 362,000 babies have been born, compared to 
about 210,000 deaths. The resulting positive natural 
change gave us 152,000 more MNs by mid-decade. 

 25 counties saw deaths outnumber births since 2010 (negative natural change) 

 Since 2010, net negative domestic migration has been 
about -37,000, while positive international migration has 
been about +72,000. (About 35,000 net gain OVERALL.) 

 Domestic migration was positive in only 16 of 87 counties.  

 

 

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates, 2015.  



+ 
QUIZ QUESTION 

Where do 1 in 5 of Minnesota’s 
residents live?  

 

A. The 7-county         
Twin Cities metro 

B. Otter Tail County  
C. Hennepin County 

 

 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census. 



+ 
Counties are not comparable units 

for measurement! 

5 largest MN counties in 2015:  

1. Hennepin (1.22 M residents, 22% of state) 

2. Ramsey (534K, 10% of state) 

3. Dakota (414K, 8% of state)  

4. Anoka (345K, 6% of state) 

5. Washington (251K, 5% of state) 

     Everywhere else (2.7M, other half of state) 
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+ 

 

Counties by population size, 2014 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates 2014, via MNCompass.org 
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+ Aging trends 



+ 
QUIZ QUESTION 

Q: Minnesota has more of these 

than any other 10-year age group.  

 

A. 0- to 9-year-olds 

B. 20-somethings      

C. 50-somethings 
 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 Population Estimates 



+ 
What Minnesota looked like… 

last year (2015) 

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates, 2015.  



+ 
What Minnesota looked like… 

last year (2015) 

Source: U.S. Census  Population Estimates, 2015.  



+ 
What Minnesota looked like…  

last year 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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+ 
Aging is  

gender lopsided 

Among Minnesotans in their: 

 early 60s, there are 97 men for every 100 women 

 early 70s, there are 87 men… 

 early 80s, there are 69 men… 

 late 80s, there are 56 men… 

 90s plus, there are 35 men for every 100 women 

 

 

 

 Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 decennial census. 



+ How many additional “older adults” 

will we gain during this decade? 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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+ This decade and next: Unprecedented  

increases in MN’s 65+ population  
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, MN State Demographic Center 



+ 
QUIZ QUESTION:  

In 1970 in Minnesota, there were about 
_?__ times as many children (0-17) as 
older adults (65+).  

 
A. 1.4 
B. 2.4 
C. 3.4 
D. Actually the groups were about the 

same size. 

 



+ 
1950 to 2050 – Three major age 

groups in MN (millions of people)  

Source: MN State Demographic Center, “Demographic Considerations For Long-Range & Strategic Planning,” March 2016. Available at:  
http://mn.gov/admin/images/demographic-considerations-planning-for-mn-leaders-msdc-march2016.pdf  



+ 
1950 to 2050 – Three major age 

groups in MN (% of total population)  

Source: MN State Demographic Center, “Demographic Considerations For Long-Range & Strategic Planning,” March 2016. Available at:  
http://mn.gov/admin/images/demographic-considerations-planning-for-mn-leaders-msdc-march2016.pdf  



+ 
By 2030, more than 1 in 5 Minnesotans 

will be 65+, including all Baby Boomers 
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+ 
An “older Minnesota” is here to 

stay (2015 – 2065) 
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Sources: Minnesota's total population, age and sex projections from 2015-2070, Minnesota State Demographic Center, August 2015.  
http://mn.gov/demography/projections 



+ 
County-level 

differences in 

aging 
 

*In 36 counties,  

more than 1 in 5  

residents are 65+  

(i.e., 20% or more) 

 

*Highest = Aitkin, at 30.5% 

of population being 65+ 

 

* Lowest = Scott, only 

county below 10%  

(but 10th highest in # 65+) 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau Population Estimates, via MNCompass.org.  
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+ 
QUIZ QUESTION 

Where do 1 in 5 of Minnesota’s older 
adults (65+) live?  

 

A. The 7-county         
Twin Cities metro 

B. Otter Tail County  
C. Hennepin County 

 

 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 Population Estimates 



 

Visit: mn.gov/demography 



+ 
To find projections by age and population 

pyramids for your county (lowest geography) 

use… 

OUR WEBSITE, UNDER DATA BY 

TOPIC>POPULATION DATA>PROJECTIONS 

mn.gov/demography/projections 

Click “County & EDR Data”  

tab in the grey box 

Examine aging with 

interactive tools below 

the grey box 

http://mn.gov/admin/demography/data-by-topic/population-data/our-projections/


+ 
Aging:  

Assets of our older population 

 Minnesota’s older adults 
are healthier, working 
longer and living longer 
than prior generations 

 Life expectancy for Minnesotans 
age 65 now is 20.1 more years 
(15.6 years in good health) 

 Volunteerism and 
community involvement is 
high – essential “glue” for 
families, communities, state 
as a whole 

 
Source: Centers for Disease Control, 2013. Current Population Survey, Volunteering Supplement. 
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Sources: IPUMS version of U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census, and American Community Survey. Minnesota State Demographic Center tabulations. 

Change just  

since 2000: 

 

• Early 60s: +11 Pts 

• Late 60s:   +5 Pts 

• Early 70s: +2 Pts 

• Late 70s:   +1 Pt   



+ 
Total 25- to 64-year-olds in MN will 

be a roller coaster (2013-2035) 
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+ 
Ratio of available jobs to job seekers in 

MN is now roughly 1-to-1  

Source: Job Vacancy Survey, MN Department of Employment and Economic Development. http://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/job-vacancy/findings-jvs.jsp 



+ 
Aging brings rising rates of disability 
(only showing those living in the community) 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, via MNCompass.org.  
Note: Relates only to the civilian, non-institutionalized population with a serious difficulty in one or more of areas—hearing, vision, ambulation (walking, climbing stairs), self-care, independent 
living, or cognitive function.  

60% 40% 20% 



+ 
Consider modifications needed for 

persons with disabilities 

 



+ 
Aging affects likelihood, timing of 

driving (U.S. data) 

 

Retrieved from “Older Americans  2016: Key Indicators of Well-Being” at http://www.agingstats.gov/  



Diversity Trends 



+ 
MN in 2015 by race/ethnicity (Hispanics 

removed from all other race groups) 

Source: U.S. Census Population Estimates, 2015. Note: Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders represent .04% of the population, and are not shown in the pie graph. 

 

White population = 

4.45 million 

 

Populations of 

Color = 1.04 million 

 

MN population = 

5.49 million 

 



+ 
Minnesota’s population in 2015 by  

age and broad race groups 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 population estimates 
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+ 
Populations of Color are driving 

growth in MN (Change, 2000-2015) 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial Census and Population Estimates 

 

During the past 

15 years, the 

White population 

grew by 2%, 

while the Asian, 

Black, Hispanic, & 

Multiracial 

populations grew 

by 80-96%. 

 



+ 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 decennial census. Vizualized by MN State Demographic Center.  
Online at http://mn.gov/admin/demography/map-viz-gallery/viz-co-pop-race-ethnicity-change-2000-2010.jsp 

Populations of Color (non-White):  
Growth in all but 2 counties statewide 

(2000-2010) 



+ 
2000-2010: Populations of Color led 

growth in state 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 decennial census. Vizualized by MN State Demographic Center.  
Online at http://mn.gov/admin/demography/map-viz-gallery/viz-co-pop-race-ethnicity-change-2000-2010.jsp 

White, non-Hispanic population:  
Growth in only 37 of 87 counties 

statewide (2000-2010) 
 

*Only 20 (2000-2014)* 



+ 
Racial and ethnic diversity in 

Minnesota cities (2010-14 avg.) 

Link to Social Explorer map of Minnesota Cities 
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+ 
An increasing share of Minnesota’s 

babies are children of Color 



+ 

Immigration is 

not a new 

phenomenon 

in MN 
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+ 
Number of foreign-born in 

Minnesota, 1920-2012 
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Source: 2013 American Community Survey, IPUMS. Cultural groups identified by ancestry and birthplace.  

Largest cultural groups reported 

by Black Minnesotans 
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+ 
Largest cultural groups reported 

by Asian Minnesotans 

Source: 2014 American Community Survey 

Total = 293,000 

including multi-racial 

Asian Minnesotans 
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Total = 276,000 
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+ 
MN: Largest growth among Asian, 

Black and Hispanic groups by 2030 
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All data in the report refer to the annual average during years 2010 to 2014. 
Report is available off our homepage at mn.gov/demography or direct at 
http://bit.ly/1OKVT5l 
 

http://bit.ly/1OKVT5l
http://bit.ly/1OKVT5l


+ Education, income, 

poverty snapshot 



+ 

Median 

household 

income very 

low for many 

populations 

of color 

 
 

 



Working-age people with less education,  
ages 25-64 

  
No H.S. 

Diploma/ 
GED 

H.S. 
Diploma/ 

GED 

Ojibwe  3,200   6,200  

Asian Indian  1,100   1,100  

Hmong  7,400   5,900  

African-American  15,300   25,500  

Somali  6,000   4,500  

Mexican  32,200   23,400  

White  81,700   573,800  

All Minnesotans  179,600   677,500  
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+ 
Which MN kids are leaving high school 

in 4 years with a diploma? (2015 data) 

82% of all public high school students  

52% of American Indian students  

83% of Asian students 

66% of Hispanic students (2009: 43%) + 15 pts 

62% of Black students       (2009: 43%) + 14 pts 

87% of White students 

Two of the fastest growing 

demographic groups in MN 
 

Sources: MN Dept. of Education 



People living in poverty, and near poverty 

  
Poverty 
(<100%) 

Near 
Poverty 

(100-
199%) 

Ojibwe  12,200   8,400  

Asian Indian  2,700   4,000  

Hmong  17,700   22,300  

African-American  72,800   51,500  

Somali  26,400   11,700  

Mexican  47,100   57,200  

White  346,800   578,300  

All Minnesotans  594,400   809,000  
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Working-age people with a disability 

  
Ages 18-44 

With A 
Disability 

Ages 45-64 
With A 

Disability 

Ojibwe  1,400   2,200  

Asian Indian  400   500  

Hmong  1,500   2,200  

African-American  11,900   12,200  

Somali  1,300   S  

Mexican  4,300   2,800  

White  81,400   146,100  

All Minnesotans  110,300   177,000  
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+ 
Hmong, African-American, Somali 

& Mexican Minnesotans Are Young 
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Source: IPUMS microdata version of U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 -2014 American Community Survey Five-Year Estimates. Tabulated by the MN State Demographic Center and appearing in the January 2016 
report “The Economic Status of Minnesotans: A Chartbook With Data For 17 Cultural Groups,” available at mn.gov/demography 



+ 

 

 

The future  

will look 

very 

different 

from today. 



+ Take-away thoughts for arts leaders 

contemplating these trends 

 As Baby Boomers retire, a tightening labor force will create new opportunities for 

workers, but will place strain on employers. The search for skilled hands and 

minds will intensify (here and across much of the globe). This may have impacts 

on employment in the arts. 

 All areas of the state will feel the effects of an aging population. Health care and 

long-term care will become cost-drivers of public budgets. How will we balance 

this with other public needs? How will the arts community plan for age-sensitive 

environments and a rising levels of disability among older patrons? 

 However, older adults transitioning out the workforce will positively shape our 

communities with volunteerism, mentoring, and advancing their own solutions to 

the challenges of aging. How can you enlist their time & talents in the arts world?  

 Minnesota’s communities, workplaces, markets for business, and artists and 

audiences will grow more diverse in the decades to come. The success of 

populations of Color is essential for our state’s overall success. Plan with an eye to 

the future. Art is essential for community-building: it can reflect our changing 

state, elevate new voices, & develop shared understanding across cultures.  

 



+ 
And Finally… 

Communities leaders will 

need to be brave, creative, 

collaborative, and adaptive in 

responding to these 

demographic changes.  

You are part of the solution! 
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