
 

 
State Agency Exemption Form  

Decision Criteria Guidelines 
 

Consistent with section 16C.137, subdivision 1, when purchasing a motor vehicle for the enterprise fleet or for use by an 
agency, the commissioner or the agency shall the motor vehicle according to the following vehicle preference order: 

• an electric vehicle; 

• a hybrid electric vehicle; 

• a vehicle capable of being powered by cleaner fuels; and 

• a vehicle powered by gasoline or diesel fuel. 
The commissioner may only reject a vehicle that is higher on the vehicle preference order if: 

• the vehicle type is incapable of carrying out the purpose for which it is purchased or 

• the total life-cycle cost of ownership of a preferred vehicle type is more than ten percent higher than the next 
vehicle type in the vehicle preference order. 

 
State agencies must purchase Electric vehicles unless a written exception is granted by both Admin, Fleet Services and 
Office of State Procurement. 

Preference criteria guidelines below: 
 

Criteria Description

Cost

Prohibitive upfits

Emergency 

response

Safety

There is not a BEV option for the vehicle type (i.e. sedan, SUV, truck, van) 

available on state contract at the time of vehicle replacement or procurement.

Vehicle availability and

Use or need of the vehicle cannot wait until next available manufacturing 

order/ delivery dates.

The vehicle’s primary duty station is in an area that is not within 1 hour or 60 

miles round-trip of a nearby DC Fast Charger, and other charging methods 

are not sufficient to regularly charge the vehicle between standard operational 

uses or in the field.
Vehicle range and 

EV charging 

infrastructure

and

Use or need of the vehicle cannot wait until planned nearby EVSE installation 

is completed.

The total life cycle cost of a BEV is more than 10% than the cost of a 

comparable internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicle (not including costs for 

charging or charging equipment).

The vehicle’s use or function requires upfits or modifications that cannot be 

completed in the BEV options available in the vehicle category on state 

contract or bid event (i.e. truck, SUV, sedan).

The primary use of the vehicle is related to emergency response and using a 

BEV would pose a concern to public safety (i.e. active pursuit vehicles for law 

enforcement or wildland fire response vehicles).

Charging the vehicle in the field is required for regular transport routes and 

using a BEV would pose a concern to public safety because the vehicle’s 

primary use is transporting individuals under the agency’s jurisdiction.

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/16C.137#stat.16C.137.1

