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r MINNESOTA TOURISM AND RECREATION IN THE LAKE REGIONS 
1870-1945 

Minnesota has had a tourism/resort industry almost as long 
as it has had a mechanized transportation system. Even before 
the widespread expansion of the railroads in the 1860s and 1870s, 
residents of the Twin cities were taking excursions to the Lake 
Minnetonka area. In addition, visitors from other parts of the 
country came up the Mississippi by steamboat to Minnesota on 
"fashionable tours" and partook of the region's clean air and 
water, both widely perceived as being invigorating and promoting
good health. 

Railroads were the first important means of access to resort 
areas in out-state Minnesota. Beginning in the 1870s and 
continuing throughout the rest of the 19th century, railroads 
brought vacationers to such diverse spots as Lake Shetek and 
Heron Lake in southwestern Minnesota as well as Detroit Lakes and 
the Brainerd area in the northern and central parts of the state. 
The primary attractions, besides scenery, were the traditional 
outdoor sports--fishing, hunting, and canoeing. This fact held 
true throughout the geographic area, with hunting and waterfowl 
gunning predominating in the western and southwestern parts of 
the context area. •r~ 

. Several factors combined to create rapid expansion in the 
resort industry after World War I. Most prominent among these 
were improved roads, increased automobile usage, increased 
leisure time, and extensive promotional campaigns undertaken by 
organizations such as the Minnesota Scenic Highway Association, 
Ten Thousand Lakes Association, Arrowhead Association, and 
Northern Minnesota Development Association. Public sector 
involvement grew as well, as the state of Minnesota became 

_ increasingly involved in efforts to promote travel and tourism. 

Seasonal residents and tourists came from the Twin Cities 
and other urban areas in Minnesota, from other Midwestern states, 
and from the South. Many sought relief from stifling summer heat 
in urban centers, while others, coming from smaller areas, were 
attracted by the opportunities for outdoor sports. Expansion of 
Minnesota's state park and state forest system during the 1930s 
provided additional facilities and attractions for vacationers. 
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r Individual resorts had various origins, including lumber 
camps and private lodges constructed by hunting and fishing 
associations. The majority of resorts, however, began as a 
collection of tourist cabins constructed by local farmers and 
landowners. During the 1920s, a classic resort configuration 
emerged which featured a central lodge structure surrounded by 
individual cabins. Other structure types related to the 
industry's development included: lakeside summer cottages, 
seasonal estates, planned recreational communities (often 
developed by Twin Cities real estate firms), private sporting 
clubs, youth camps, and public tourist camps. Some of these 
structural types later developed into motels and other structures 
associated with tourism, but not necessarily with the resort 
industry. 



EXAMPLES OF PROPERTY TYPES 
MINNESOTA TOURISM AND RECREATION IN THE LAKE REGIONS 

Resorts 
--one large lodge 
--lodg~ with surrounding cabins 
--complex of tourist cabins 
--motels oriented to automobile travel 

Private lodges and sporting clubs constructed by hunting and 
fishing associations 

Lakeside summe~ cottages 
Seasonal estates 
Planned recreational communities 
Youth camps 
Public tourist camps 
Supper clubs 
Tourist attractions 
Sites associated with boating and fishing

--Launches 
--Boat works 

Structures associated with travel to and from, and within, the 
resort area 
--railroad travel--depots, etc. 
--automobile travel--gas stations, motor courts, and other 

sites associated with the development of the road system
Public amenities for tourists 

--park buildings
--fish hatcheries· 
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SELECTED EXAMPLES OF NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
MINNESOTA TOURISM AND RECREATION IN THE LAKE REGIONS 

Finsted's Auto Marine Shop (Ranier, Rainy Lake, Koochiching
County) 

Minnesota and International Railroad Freight House and Shelter 
• Shed (Lake Edward Township, Lake Hubert, Nisswa, Crow Wing 

Courity) 
Grand View Lodge (Nisswa, Gull Lake, Crow Wing County) 
Wilford Fawcett House (Breezy Point, Big Pelican Lake, Crow Wing 

· County) 
Sherwood Forest Lodge and Cabins (Lake Shore Township, Gull Lake 

and Lake Margaret, Cass County) 
N?niboujou Club Lodge (east of Grand Marais, unorganized 

territory, Lake Superior, Cook County) 
Ellen Ruth Launch (Wahkon, Mille Lacs Lake, Mille Lacs County)
Winnibigoshish Resort and Bena Standard Station (Bena, Lake 

Winnibigoshish, Cass County) 
· Forest Inn (Itasca State Park, Clearwater County) 
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Minnesota Tourism and Recreation in the 
Lake Regions 1870-1945 

The following sources are housed in the SHPO Inventory files: 

Aitkin county 

Haidet, Mark E. 
1981 Historic Resources of Aitkin County. Multiple Resource 

Area Nomination. 

Johnson, O.L. 
1969 Summary Listing of Historic Sites, Aitkin County. 

Becker county 

Koop, Michael 
1987 Becker County Historic Sites Survey, 1987. 

Beltrami county 

Hightower, Barbara and Jeffrey A. Hess 
1986 Beltrami County Historical Properties survey, 1986. 

~ Benton county 

Haidet, Mark E. 
1981 Historic Resources of Benton County. Multiple Resource 

Area Nomination. 

Carlton county 

Holum, Liz 
Final Report: Carlton County. 

Sommer, Barbara 
1980 Historic Resources of the Fond du Lac Reservation 

Carlton and st. Louis Counties, Minn~sota. 

Chisago County 

Bloomberg, Britta 
1980 Historic Resources of Chisago County. Multiple 

Resource Area Nomination. 
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Clearwater county 

r Hightower, Barbara and Jeffrey A. Hess 
1986 Clearwater County Historic Proeprties Survey, 1986. 

Cook county 

Noble, Vergil E. 
1989 An Archaeological Survey of Development Projects Within 

Grand Portage National Monument, Cook County, 
Minnesota. National Park Service, Midwest 
Archaeological Center, Lincoln, Nebraska·. 

Douglas county 

Granger, Susan 
1985 Douglas County Historic Sites Survey, 1983-84. 

Granger, Susan and Scott Kelly 
1989 Alexandria Residential Historic District: Survey and 

Nomination Project. 

Hennepin county 

Excelsior-Lake Minnetonka Historical Society
1987 Historic Excelsior. 

Excelsior-Lake Minnetonka Historical Society 
1978 The Lake, The Land, and The People: A Historical 

Portrait of the City of Excelsior. 

Hornick, Jan 
1978 The Lake, The Land, and The People: A Historical 

- Portrait of Excelsior as Seen in its Buildings and 
sites. 

Roberts, Norene A. 
1988 Reconnaissance National Register Survey of 26 

Municipalities in Hennepin County. 

Hubbard county 

Hightower, Barbara and Jeffrey A. Hess 
1986 Hubbard County Historic Properties Survey, 1986. 

Itasca-County 

Anderson, Rolf T. 
1989 The Joyce Estate: A Reuse Study.. 



Haidet, Mark E. 
1981 Historic Resources of Itasca County. Multiple Resourcer Area Nomination. 

Kanabec county 

Haidet, Mark E. 
1980 Historic Resources of Kanabec County. Multiple 

Resource Area Nomination. 

Kandiyohi county 

Granger, Susan 
1985 Kandiyohi County Historic Sites survey, 1984-85. 

_Koochiching county 

Aguar, Jyrig, Whitemer and Moser 
1967 Historic Resources Inventory of Koochiching County. 

Lake county 

Holum, Liz 
~ 1984 Final Report: Lake County 

Mahnomen county 

Koop, Michael 
1987 Mahnomen County Historic Sites Survey, 1987. 

Mille Lacs county 

Roberts, Norene A. 
1985 National Register Survey of Mille Lacs County Report. 

Morrison County 

Roberts, Norene A. 
1985 National Register Survey of Morrison County Report. 

otter Tail county 

_ Gray, James and Marjorie Barton 
1985 Building From the Past. Fergus Falls Heritage 

Preservation Commission.r 



Pine county 

r Haidet, Mark E. 
1980 Historic Resources of Pine County. Multiple Resource 

Area Nomination. 

Pope county 

Gimmestad, Dennis A. 
1980 Historic Resources of Pope County. Multiple Resource 

Area Nomination. 

st. Louis county 

, Aguar, Charles E. 
1971 Exploring st. Louis County's Historic Sites. The st. 

Louis county Historical Society. 

Anonymous 
1973 Report on the Historical Site of Duluth Union Depot, 

Fifth Avenue West and Michigan Street, Duluth, 
Minnesota. 

Department of Research and Planning 
1974 Duluth's Legacy: Volume 1, Architecture. 

Holum, Liz 
1984 Final Report: Southern st. Louis County. 

Roberts, Joseph and Norene Roberts 
1988 Final Report of the Summer 1987 National .Register 

Reconnaissance Survey of Northern st. Louis County, 
Minnesota. 

_Sommer,-Barbara 
1980 Historic Resources Inventory of the Fond du Lac 

Reservation Carlton and st. Louis Counties, Minnesota. 

Sommer, Lawrence J. 
1984 Duluth Historic Resources Survey: Final Report. The St. 

Louis county Historical Society. 

Stearns County 

Harvey, Thomas 
1980 Historic Resources of Stearns County. Multiple 

Resource Area Nomination. 

Stearns County Historical Society 
1989 Stearns County Register of Historic Places. 



Todd County 

Roberts, Norene A. 
1985 National Register Survey of Todd County Report. 

Wadena county 

Koop, Michael 
1987 Wadena County Historic Sites Survey, 1987. 

Washington county 

Harvey, Thomas 
1980 Historic Resources of Washington County. Multiple 

Resource Area Nomination. 

Roberts, Norene A. 
1989 Intensive National Register Survey of Downtown 

Stillwater, Minnesota. 

r 



MINNESOTA TOURISM AND RECREATION IN THE LAKES REGIONS 1870-1945 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Berthel, May W. "Hunting in Minnesota in the [Eighteen] 
Seventies." MH, 16: 259-271 (Sept., 1935). 

Bultena, Gordon L. "Recreation in the upper Great Lakes area: a 
summary of social research." an unpublished paper. 

Can be found in the Forestry Library. 796.5 B879 

Grandview Lodge, Gull Lake, Nisswa... Minn. Minneapolis: Baker 
Seaton Realty Co., 1916 [?] 

Promotional history on one of Minnesota's premier resorts. 
Copy is available in MN/SHPO office files. 

Hall's Illustrated tourist: an illustrated, descriptive and 
statistical account of Minnesota, the grand summer resort of 
America. Minneapolis: G.B. Hall, 1880. 

Can be found at Wilson Library. 917.68 Hl59 

Heald, Sara Thorp. History and Development of the Summer Resorts 
Region. Unpublished manuscript, Division of Archives and 
Manuscripts, MHS. • 

County Historic Site Survey Reports. The State Historic 
Preservation Office and the MHS Reference Library have on file 
survey reports for Traverse, northern St. Louis, Douglas, Mille 
Lacs, Hubbard, Beltrami, Clearwater, Becker, Lake, southern St. 
Louis, Carlton Counties which include a discussion of resort 
activities in those counties. 

Miller, Elmer F. "A History of Coney Island and Clearwater Lake 
in Carver County at Waconia, Minnesota," Waconia Patriot Series 
of 32, 10 April 1975. 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Forms. The 
state Historic Preservation Office has on file the nomination 
forms for approximately 20 resort/recreation properties listed on 
the National Register. 

Nichols, Roland Dale. "Lakeshore leisure homes in northwestern 
Wi$consin: a geographic analysis of the Twin Cities ownership 
pattern." Unpublished thesis. University of Minnesota, 1968 

Can be found in Wilson Library. MnU-D 68-307 

"On the Home Front, Historical Sketches of Brightwood Beach," The 
Independent Review, 1967 and 1974. 

Resort development on Lake Ripley in Meeker County. 

Riches, George· and Maxine. "On the shore of 'Big Water', Sampling 
of Lake Minnetonka Architecture by boat." Architecture Minnesota. 
(July/August) 1990, 24-31. 



Ryan, Carol Crawford. "Saving Star Island," Minnesota History. 
(Fall, 1982).

Focuses on the issues of community land use. 

Searle, R. Newell. Saving Ouetico-Superior: A Land Set Apart. st. 
Paul: MHS, 1977. 

Sielaff, Richardo. Economics of the vacation and travel industry 
in nineteen northern Minnesota counties. Duluth[?]: Iron Range 
Resources and Rehabilitation Department, State of Minnesota, and 
the Minnesota Arrowhead Association, 1958. 

Can be found in the St. Paul Central Library. 

Solberg, Harriet. "Old Records Tell STory of Bonanza Hunting Days 
on Mud Lake." Wheaten Gazette. October 15, 1964. 

Swanholm, Marx and Susan Zeik. The Tonic of Wilderness: The 
Golden Age of the "Fashionable Tour" on the Upper Mississippi. 
(Historic Fort Snelling Chronicles 3.) st. Paul: MHS, 1976. 

Details the first tours to the north in the 1850 which set the 
stage for subsequent tourism activities. Bibliography emphasizes 
the discovery of the new west. 

"Tourists a Part of the County's Economy Since 1890. 11 Kandi 
Express. June, 1982. 

· White, Bruce M. "Going to the Lake," Roots. (Winter 1988), 
-~ Written for the younger reader, however, it provides important 

insights into the development of recreation in Minnesota. A basic 
bibliography is included. 

Wisconsin Land of Lakes Magazine 
No information is available on this periodical. The Wisconsin 

SHPO suggests that this is the document they will use when 
preparing the documentation on a similar context. 

Zimmerman, Charles A. "Hunters' Paradise: The Kandiyohi Country 
in the 1870s," in MH, 33: 141-154 (Winter, 1952). First published 
as "Field Sports in Minnesota," in Scribner's Monthly. 18:826-839 
(October, 1879), and reprinted in Alfred M. Mayer, ed. Sport and 
Gun and Rod in American Woods and Waters. New York: Century Co., 
1883 . 
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GOALS AND PRIORITIES WORKSHEET 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 
Minnesota Tourism and Recreation in the 
Lake Regions 1870 - 1945 

PROPERTY TYPE (if applicable): 

Various 

IDENTIFICATION 
EVALUATION 
REGISTRATION: 

* Contract with student Intern to develop con-
text bibliography, obtain information from 
nearly states regarding related contexts, 
organize and expand property types, NR 
inventory, contact state agencies (MNDOT, DNR, 
and Office of Tourism) and County Historical 
Societies, etc. 

* Contract MPDF on context with limited survey 
and nomination for 4 - 6 property types (with 
resort, seasonal home and roadside included) 

* Conduct survey (and MPDF) of early roadside 
properties relating to context in Beltrami, 
Cass and Crow Wing Counties 

* Survey and develop possible district nom. for 
Lake Vermillion (or a portion) 

* Survey of early resort properties on Lake 
Minnetonka, White Bear Lake, and Alexandria 

* Survey of properties associated with waterfowl 
hunting in Prairie Lakes region 

* Survey of Gull Lake 

TREATMENT: 

* Prepare package of information on Tax Act and 
NR plaques to owners of resorts on NRHP 

* Communicate with Office of Tourism and 
develop liason for future joint projects 

Date: 6/13/90 

Ranking key: 
A - High priority 

0 - 2 years 
B - Medium priority 

3 - 5 years 
C = Low priority 

Time-table for Priority 
Completion Ranking 

FY 91 A 

FY 91 - 92 A 

B 

. B 

B 

C 

C 

A 

B 
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Minnesota Tourism and Recreation in the Lakes Regions Goals cont. 

Treatment: 

* Sponsor a reuse study of Tettegouche in co-
operation with DNR 

summer, 1989 

* Sponsor a reuse study of Joyce Estate in co-
operation with U.S. Forest Service 

summer, 1989 

* Get on mailing list of Association of Restaur­
and and Resort Owners 

A 

* Develop brochure of booklet on the historic 
properties of Minnesota's lakes landscape -­
project with Office of Tourism 

C 

* Get on agenda of annual meeting of resort 
owners 

C 

* Target Alexandria and Brainerd for outreach 
regarding local commissions and CLG program 

A 

* Conduct meeting on local preservation in north 
central lakes region to reach several resort 
communities 

B 

* Re-use study of representative resort on 
eligible for the NRHP or Dunvilla (whose 
eligibility needs to be re-checked) 

or 

·I 

put on staff 
evaluation list 

B 
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