
MINUTES Capitol Art Exhibit Advisory Committee (CAEAC): Aug. 25, 2025 Mtg. 
August 25, 2025, 11am - 1pm 
[Meeting was held virtually] 
 
Present (Voting Members): Beau Bakken, Lyndon Carlson, Gita Ghei, Mara Hanel, Seitu 
Jones, Margaret LeClair, Jimmy Longoria, Colin Nelson-Dusek, Ben Owen, Dean Urdahl, 
Christina Woods 
(Not Present: Cheyanne St. John, Bryan Thao Worra) 
 
Present (Non-Voting Members): Commissioner Tamar Gronvall (Department of 
Administration), Brenda Raney (Minnesota Historical Society) 
(Not Present: Erik Cedarleaf Dahl (CAAPB), Sue Gens (Minnesota State Arts Board)) 
 
Other attendees: Gretchen Funk (MNHS), David Kelliher (MNHS), Cecily Marcus (MNHS), 
Brian Pease (MNHS), Lindsey Rulon-Miller (MNHS) 
 
AGENDA 
 

●​ Call to order (Ben Owen, Chair)  
○​ Chair Owen called the meeting to order at 11:02am  
○​ Roll call for attendance, Rulon-Miller 

●​ Approval of agenda  
○​ Motion: Woods, second: Hanel 
○​ Roll call, motion passed, agenda approved  

●​ Approval of minutes (May 19, 2025 mtg.) 
○​ Motion: Woods, second: LeClair 
○​ Roll call, motion passed, minutes approved  

●​ Agenda overview  
○​ Chair Owen welcomed the committee; provided an overview of the agenda 

●​ CAEAC officers, overview  
○​ Newly elected officers include Ben Owen (Chair), Colin Nelson-Dusek (Vice 

Chair), and Christina Woods (Past Chair) 
○​ Chair and Vice Chair will work on drafting committee bylaws, with the goal of 

having a draft to the committee in early 2026 
●​ Exhibit schedule updates   

○​ Mary Corwin has withdrawn Barnabas 22, which means it will not be available for 
the Public Business Center / Room 318 (as discussed during the May 19 CAEAC 
meeting), and has been informed she may reapply 

○​ Anne Labovitz, 122 Conversations, is scheduled for Oct. 1, 2025 through Oct. 1, 
2026 

■​ Sept. 29-30 - exhibit installation 
■​ Nov. 6 - opening reception, 4-7pm with remarks at 5:30pm  
■​ Ben Owen notes there is opportunity to program in the Mother’s Room, 

suggesting an auxiliary location for Anne Labovitz’ exhibition  



 
■​ Motion: To approve use of the Mother’s Room as an auxiliary 

location for Anne Labovitz’s 122 Conversations exhibit 
●​ Woods moved to approve motion; seconded by Urdahl 
●​ The motion was voted on by roll call: 

○​ Longoria voted no, all others yes; motion passed 
●​ 2027 Call for Proposal: Step 1 review   

○​ The 2027 Call for Proposal opened on May 1 and closed at midnight on July 6; a 
total of 32 applications were received  

■​ Two virtual information sessions were held in early June; 17 people 
attended 

○​ Chair Owen facilitated a review of the combined scores (available to the 
committee, ranked highest to lowest) with the goal of identifying applicants to 
invite to participate in Step 2 of the process; open discussion ensued  

○​ Motion: To invite the “top third” Step 1 applicants to apply to Step 2 in the 
2027 Call for Proposal series, resulting in 12 applicants (all scoring 158 
points and above) moving forward  

■​ Bakken moved to approve motion; seconded by Jones 
■​ The motion was voted on by roll call: 

●​ The motion passed unanimously 
●​ Next steps  

○​ Rulon-Miller will reach out to all applicants with the results of the committee’s 
vote; Step 2 applicants will have until Oct. 12, 2025 to submit their application 

○​ The committee expressed an interest in understanding the diversity of geography 
from the applicant pool; these results will be added to the Nov. 17, 2025 meeting 
agenda  

○​ Owen and Nelson-Dusek suggested an in-person meeting in May 2026; 
committee expressed concerns about travel expense and time, with an interest in 
a hybrid meeting option  

○​ Rulon-Miller will follow up (via email) with a poll about preferred meeting days for 
2026 

○​ Upcoming CAEAC meeting:  
■​ Monday, November 17, 2025: 11am-1pm  
■​ Capitol Preservation Commission meeting:  

●​ TBD December 2025  
●​ Adjourn 

○​ Motion: Carlson, second: Woods  
○​ Chair Owen adjourned the meeting 

 
Attachments: 

●​ DRAFT_2025_08_25_CAEAC_AGENDA  
●​ DRAFT_2025_05_19_CAEAC_MINUTES 
●​ CAEAC_2027_CFP_Scores 
●​ Nelson Dusek CAEAC Vice Chair Letter 


