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Tills has bs^n an Sc^ortanE year for MlansECts archaeology. ?ha e:;cc-

vetion pi-ograrj in prsiiiatoxic arehaaalogy financed by th-2 Minnesota natural
Resources CoteoJssion hac a very prodcctSva yasr o£ ^:^7.i raaearch^ the
Mir.-2£Gin Historical Society progran In historic siiiss arckaaolcg" hr.c be
gun an intensive EisJd excawstSmi progyas: s£Cer an isiCini psricd c--2 caL-a-
£ul surrey and pj.cr.r.i-^2, salvos* archaecicg7 fiaaacad by tiia Mcrtha-rr. ^^-/j^is

tcrical 2.;ci3^y C2cp?.r;i2iv3 pr*:-««iES, la aoillcion to ;:i-.s ^icl^ r^E^-vc'.:

ccciviEiGS, i:;o v-ir^ Se^ortinfc r'^-i'i-^'-cric src:ir.a-Dlc3icr,l sita^, ths Ssuctr.2

Ms-ar.ds in Pina Cfruntj* -.ir^ ::-.2 Mcrriscn :icur,ds In GttartaU Couniy, wsra

Cotr.T.i£sSori2r:s A^viscry '-^^.Tiitia^ on 3ci2n':ii;ic ar.i Satur^l /:-_-cr.s h^c r.Ir:-:-
established r. ?r;.oricy UsJ or ^rcV-c^cl^sical siUss on public 2nr.rJ which
■i'r.2 c-zT=Ii:t2^ rsccr-^n-Js be posfcad ar.-3 prasowsd, Tlt= intarpra&ition pi-o-

&?£& recaived r. caasldarsils EtcosE 3'icn ths EHs&orical Society 2gr£3d to

bagSn a p-u::I;.c^uic;i ^.^ri^s c-.\ ztc\i2&q1o2±gc1 data and "*'s 0£v£s£G3 c£ Scats

tl^-ilatsu by -

'- _i 2;3S L'7 CrZ^3

l^c^d'

lar tiouss flo,-\- cs.^ccla'j^i -5f.-, t"~.2 ;.ni:2 V'coclsn^ cse^iDssa^ o£ t"-.G sits si

cr.2 coysar c? the hcusa clccr :-~=; Iccai^i en th2 icst S.cy of his ssc^vrifcieasj

3n 135?u

2atc prshiaCciric sfes «h£c!i hr.s b.22n nansd ftha Ccossar s2ta

s-ti ahScii ts caartainly cr. Sasiieni or E43ssaEumccn DaltoSa (Sice:) vilZsga

sag Bosfesd for as^esral Baafes, tba escavai:5ons car.savc-J or: sfcrippsng a iorsa
sr.;2 So arroosT pr.s^ Tsold-tiouss floor psfefcai-ne, firs a~-j storsag p£fis3 a^d

EttCavaSion Bill ba Rscsssajfv So co^iXa^ fchs «or5: ai this site* Cp.3 Sntsr-
astlBS facat c? tliasa er^cavaelona \:c.& asan His raccvery thsreesh c "flossston*5

c-.=ihc:2 o? ptsst sse^s ccntair.ad in ehe vSllags cc£uea. A larga easpla cf

ihass S33cs Erota z. vsxiz'cy a'c elo~2siti£z'£<i£ cv.Q eilc plants has haaa obCQir.s^
ar.d tlta senpis Sfi undergoing r.nDlysis by :-'rs. CJatdia !-.rsr.3 of ths -Jaoas Ford
Sell MU83tt9 o2 Nsfjrnl His'jory. Tn.a 222^2 £:y5 eha faun3l raa:air.s zsecvared
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ot tha sit3 will fan itsportaat in dctarrrinins aspects cf tha dist of ths

villagers*

Esnr.is Dic'sinscn excavated ar.ctnar section of tha Vinalsnd Bay sits

at ths Millc Lacs outlet cf the Rura River to ir.c?3?.S3 t!i3 caraasic satrpie

cbtsiusd ths prsvioas ysar. Ris results «sr3 incorporated «i"ch thoss of
£h2 1566 -«cvr!c givina us a good sas-pla of St. Croi:i starred pottery la

context•

Cr.a of tha significant finds of fchn Mi Us waes 'sort; in 1957 caua siren;

Gorton Lcthson's encavaticr. ef or.u burial ccurvd ;vij?.c3',it £o tha Coopai*

sits. Tteva ara ssvercl rauuss ir, tha gsfcup, all scattarati 2n tha pevh

ccup grcitrw arsa^ and t»st c£ thsa bs.dl7 iJisturasd. Tha is=ur*d ar.cava&aon

u£s cenductad to di2fc2rn:irt2 ths pcssibla aCfir.£ties cf f.ha ttcuncS and vil?.a^-3

sits* Though pit burials occur within ths viilr.£2j this dees not p?^«5slud3

buviai in sour.i!s as ;-»Il. Tha tncund pvtr.'it'ad c pesi-irs s>.£soci2t?.&n vi'ch

tha rillcfjs, end zsvs it^cvUar.2, prcCucsd pricsry end s*r.cndary burials

wMcli had villsga-pvc^uca:! csrj asrly Suvopsr.n trads >2coc's in 'Jii*2Ct cssccin-

ticti* Ti-;2 r.sv.7.3 thus 3v.c5tinti.1i3s t'.v2 Eastara Da'.iozz as tha sreun occupy-

ing ths vi!ir.£3 and buildir.s tha sound ar.d sivas 3 goc<2 Icta 17th-32Z'Iy l£th

century cat^ £car ths 23«j3 cs~struetics* Also iilunisatins "sro ths ssvaral

pcct-jiy vassats aosornar.yins tha burials* In tj'oa ;.I-3V r«;a**s lis-2 ths

co'-'ctnies cf ths villa^a ckcJ tea cnJci'Lty "-r?r-3 s^cc'-h surfecai, shall tsn-

r*aar i?Jr^2 City vas tircciiJ by Ls'and ?•• Gc-J?ni-, Frc-fasscr Saaritus of

Hsalir.2 University, Cscpa«r trcrlad lets prshisbcric sites r/Jdir.3 censij%;ar-

abla tla'ia to fchs pravic-is S3asov.?3 t-rorh r.ad crpif-yias chs work cf Mr. zrs}

i-jvs* Sti?hsn Vcoh cf ?fv-? City «hosa s^c^ilar.tly ilocv^snta^ surf*.so collsc-

ticr. -ss :;cr-ni:2d to tha tTr:iv5rs£Sy. Ccc?3? alsa iiaeevsr^d lata prahis-

tCiic s'tracSaras ct ths 2.Jc-i.-d V'ir.tara sit-a» sselr. ot £ho z?.'2 cf tha r.*.3ld

siis-r:» sn-i s srrlS cr-s»j c532 icr^Scia S'vj a::2£:*>.*s':ic"£ of tliasa stras'evsras

ir. I9C--T1* 1^*3 rjiva '022:1 sztzszsly fortuneis to hava b-22-i r^la to obtain £ha

S33rvic2s cf Professor Cospar for tha pr-rc."'*-* '"s -sasriiiztions c~3r tha

?cst thi-22 yaavs Hava ">£2^ r.-^c-irtanr. ;:r.d his vori: cf ths highsst quality.

'.v.:2 fitv?.l S31-2 2S cf cr.csvatJcns :m:r^ CE~fuct2;2 by ?i-c233ssr V^mcn

5-?2i^2u cs Kf^IiHS Uriix^sfsiSy vho icct: c zzall ri-2?.<l party tc z viHsga

sits Ic^satad en a rs2c5t o? land b-stwaa-n Uppar ?.ica ai;d HSnarva La?:3ss Clasr-

ri2tar Ccjcntyo Tiis sits is car.ai fcy i'ir. Kjas o£ Hinnaapolie «iho
senai'2'Jtsiy gava parxissicn to sneavsts* Tha sits is also Ices prahSstcric

but of a diSffairavst c^ISural ccc^jla:: 6!iar. ths Milla !^cs o? Fins Cizy sitss.

Jlslniari's initial work £r.dicatcs that tha si-2 oonS* !u:va aefiisitfas --rith tha

Plains Co the -esst ar.3 fttisa further rcsaaxcii ?rill bs producSiva ar.d inferra*

t«ve»

University S£t9 Survsy

Higtesy is^rorct-taxt -..-crlt at tUs Mir-sascta Mar. sita r.zsx Felicsn Rapi-is



necessitate:! sandir.3 a survey eras undor Peter Slasd to tha sita curing

tha initial construction and excavation. Through the cooperation of tha

Highway Departssnt District office in Detroit: Lakas- B?.sad was able to re

locate the original locus of the find and the 1935 excavated area. Tha

Highway Bepartissnt provided a motor patrol tshich blsdad both tha original

araa of the find and ths surfaca cf the road cut to ths uast* Bleed and

his era*; also remained at tha si'ca whila tha contractor lavalad tha -eastern

road cut. Tha r-asults t;ara negative in that no additional s!-:alatr.l r2ns?.ins

or cultural tsatarials --*=ra saan. The lack of additional human rsnxias in

the fora of burials gives gcaatar crectencs to tha original iafcsr-pratatioa

of the find as that cf an accidental burial. Tfca stripping of s large

surface araa by osctiina which a:*.?osad ths surface of ths d2'.*.sa blua like

bottom clay in vhich tha Minnesota Man skeleton Isy vzs also very helpful

and also supports tha oriaif-al interpretation. It is difficult to cor.cai\*s

of th2 Minnasota Man as an intantional hutran burial in such a tnacrix—

particularly whan a burial pit located 100 p£C23 In any direction could

have bian e::cnvata:2 into sao.d or graval.

Bleed also conducted a s»fcs survey of ths naaly Qstablisl«d ?iap.'.arced

Stata ?sx:i esst of Pelican Rcpics as a pirt of ths c0r.tir.ain3 pvosrsm of

site survey 5n psvt: a-.-aas, tt<* was successful in Iccatina t»X! ^ood sii^s,

ens cf w.icli proc'uead qucntitiss cf Mson bcr.a rarsiiia ard tsay bs a biscn

hili or butchsrins sita. Usfei-tur.a'rsiy this site is icc^tac at tha pcint

rjhara a public bathins basca is plr.?.r.2d anS it ulli ba nacassary to altar

axesvatioa plr.-ts ?.n 10-58 tc b-a^in mr'^ chars. 5Ir:d"s 'Cipl^jood survey

•/■apcrt tsas sent '<o tha Division cf Stara Pa-!:s ::cr t'vair ir.fcrc^tion.

David vTebstai* con'-'ucCrad brief tast esissvsticr.s in an ares cdjacant to

tha tr.0ur.S3 at the SsSth or "Grand Mcur-g" group on tha Its lay Rivar in

KccohisIUng Ccuiity* Tha purpose of thes-a tast3 vss to <Ja£3r3iTia fcha

aatsni as.2 nature cf tha 1suraa fosus tiabitaticn cone at t'-.a sSta r.:ith

plans to csniuct e::cav£tic?.s at tha siZa Ictsr to obtain 2 valla organic

sarol* fcr raciecarbc:» datir.s. He":starts tests shctrad tha presence of a

steaply s'cratifSsd hac-Staticn sit* tjith a clasr Laurel covenant and it is

clarnad to -.-or:: at ths sita brSafiy in I95G ^?.tti Profasscr 02^33 3, Ssoltzan

of t',-.2 University cf Wisccnsin diractins tha cavli, Tiis ;968 sits survey

cr-3*J bs^an wori in Jur.-s latd-sr Alan Eore£3 »ith auasinstioris oc Frontanacs

suyvays ar-a net yat available,

Wild Rica History Projaet

A special ecclosical-srchasologicai rasanich projact uhich has grc«a

cut of tfca lata prahistcrie a::c-ivat!on t'ori 13 C2t>*:arad en a ccc&ir-aticn

of palecbotenical aa«t archsaolesical invasti^atZc-iis o£ wild rica

find its relationship to subsi stance economic and sattlesant patterns in"
late prshistovie ?ssicd. TIis palaobotanical «orU is bains conducted by

Dr# John KcAndrascs» new cf aha Royal Ontario Mus2U33« Kc-*.ndi*aas eos-plstj

one poilsn core analysis using s co»'a sreta Rica Laka in 2eckar County.

lets prehistoric ries fcsrvsstSr.3 sita eal!ad fcha Mite>.«il Dan Sits is



located on tha south shove cf Rica Laks. McAr.dravs p^-S—tad his analysis

of the core in o paper titled "Paleobctaay of a Wild Rica Lake £5* Minnesota"

which he read at tha 1968 annual casting o£ tha Ecological Society. In fchs

subsist of 1968 he sill take similar coves frots Ogachia Laka off shore frcs

the Cooper site* and wa hcpe £0 contiwzs this coring at selected rice har

vesting sits localities to obtain the distributional psttsrn c£ the dsvslc?-

trsnt of rica as a icajcr subsistence elecsnt, Tha avchssoiogical rasasrch

at Mills Lacs, Snal-ia F.ivar sitas, tfppar Rica L2H2. end cthsr late prehistoric

sites in tha cain rice araa will ccntributa dsta on set^ia-rant 'vattarn,

population sise» saassnal patterns of c!ovan-"j?.t, ar.<3 other f?.C2ts of culture

assccisted with tha apparent iscra&sad utilisation cf uild rice curing tha

lata prehistoric p-aricc'. A ttanuscripfc d-atssli^s the r.rchssolcgical svif'sr.cs

for vild vies utilisation has elso bssn pr3?a»*2<2 and will ba published*

Northern States Power Company Snlvaga Archaeology

Tina intansiva ev.civation pros"-3 2- troand and villaga sitas located

on MS? prcparty on Prairis Islar.-i, Gooihua County, began in Jui'te, 15G8,

and will continue into 195?. Burin3 J\zr& o£ 196S, 5 burial iraunds uara

e::cavatsd and sork »-ras begun or, a lerja Mississippian villaga sita. This

salvage pvosraa Is fir-ancsd in peri by Northern Stat23 Pcvar Ccspany tiurcugh

a grant to the Mir.r.oso6s Historical Scciety, vith tha riald rass^rch co;tducCa

by tha Ur.ivarsity. Tha arar. cl eencarn is that inciu'Jad in cha constructScn

c? tlva M2? Prairie Island Atoxic senovating plant., ncu in its initial

Historic Sitss Archssolcgy

Tha Mianasota Historical Socia'cy has fc-asn conducting z rassareh prcgras

ir. aarly historic sreh-taolo^y in Minnesota tinster tha Mini-.'ssotn ll&tuzel

Rascureas Cossission, a pi'ograa cs^arabls ir» acopa itvJ inteat to that in

prehistory ccndustad by tha Univarsity. Whils tV.a Ststa Arclicaciogist is

not diraetly involved in ths opar£.ticr. of tha Society^ prc^rcas of rassivch,

it is useful to euasr^rizs sora of ths aeilvitiss c£ tha Scctaty in this

raport. Tha ccnt2r.;:in3 s^cavaSion and ::astci-aticn project at Fcrt Stalling

is covir»3 rspidly sszi tha ro-tk i^.da*.* Siva diractlon ex Lcran Jchnsor. is

inprassiva. Tha pravicus survay of his-oric srn'^aoicjical citss tir.<2ai"c."h-ai^.

by Tlnscthy Fis':3 has Jcid the greua£;x>rl: fcr s:». ^tcavation prcgTarj thct

bsgan in 1S-57-5S «sifch fiald parties uc5sr chs oj.;-c>iicn cf D-,vid N'yst^.^ 2nd

ui£h C!^ trcrt: cocraiivstad by Alan Wcclucvth, "ho svr.z-z'.'iszs tha liisicric

sitss pyogiT.JT, Ttils G*.:£ov,iSiem pvegr^uj fall pvevic-a v. wsclth of data cr» t*is

Fvsnchj British, and asrly AtaarScaa paricca in Mjm:-j»ot2-»data which cro

poorly kr.o-«n as yet and which ai*a e:itraa3iy i-^jortaiit ir* aT?i£fy£r»s tha

Tssrittsn historic record. Future public int-arprstatJon cf tha results c?.

this «cr« tsill also fc« c£ considerable public intarsst.

Beginning reconstruction of the Co-.-ir.s-i.* fur post r.aar Fina City tos

begun undsr tha diracticn o£ Lalsnd R. Cooper tsho supervised tha earlier ex-

csv^tSons of the s5u2« Tha proximity of tua Stumss Mounts, no» adniKistsrad

by the Society, preoSass a fatura prshistcric-r.istcric site interpratsticn

area unique in Minnesota*
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Kighvay Salvage Archaeology

Tha ^nnasota Pspartcant of Highways has ag.ra*'u te support e. program

of sita survey alcr.s right-of-way3 where n-a-3 construction taay pass through

archaeological sites. The Daparttaact has contracted with the Historical

Society and Charlas r?atrall9 an advar.cad graduaia student at tha University,

has bsar. aisplcysd to conduct tha surveys. Many states havs had such a

salvage program it*, operation for a nuxbar of years, a program authorised

on the national Isval by tha U.S. Stiraau of Public Roads. The Dapsrtcsnt

cf Highways should ba cocigratulatsd £or recognizing the significance of

salvage srchaeology, and Russall Iridlay a\\d rratnbars o? his staff at: tha

Society dssarva great cradit fcr thsiv efforts in obtaia£«s this agrsaaaat.

Analysis and publicaticri

Tuo mjcr cor.o^'-aphs Itjivs bac>r. 'prepared fci* piiblication and accsst^d

by tha K£n?.ascta Historica". Society for inclusion in a v.zr.i trcnos'.'cph ssri^s

on archaeology. Tha first cS tlvssa trcnosvaphs contains reports en 2-r> burisi

round groups eacsvsted by Llcyd A. S.-iifcrdj A. 2. Jsr.T:s, and Ralph Drc;^n

of tha University ever th2 paricc- froz: 1924 thresh 1?55. Manuscript reports

on thasa excavations crittar. by tfilfcrd wars ciir.ad and Eoretir.2s enlargad

by Stdan Johnson end Jean Vicir.t:s. The publicstfcr. shcultS ha availfibla in

ths fail of Ivc8* Tha saecr.d Icrsav rassarch papsr !s ?-Jtar Dls^J*s analysis

of "Tha ArchaseIcay o£ P-atass Pcir.t: tha pr;c2i\-T.ic cc-^jcr.ar.t,," This report

la bisad en wort: in Milia I-acs-Kathio Stats Par!: in IS6*.

AdsISSicnal ranussrS pts zr.£ pu'jlicstier.s praparad 5r.clu«Ss:

Slaad, Fetsr* Th2 Arcltaeclcsr of Patssa Pcir.t. IU A. thesis, Univarsit/

of Minn3S©2fi, 1367.

Caina, Christy A. H. Bi^-Gana !!u^tin3 Artifccts frea Hincvssota. Plains

/aSbi-cpclcsisa, Vol. 13, Ko. «0v 1953 .

PSaMnsoa, Casals* Tha Vlnalasd Bey Sita. K. A. thssSs, Univsrsity of

Hinr.ssats, 1958,

A Sa23C£srf w»c Aa&ots&aa Bibllcar:i?hy en ^'ild Bics. Plains

Ar.thrcpolcsis-S, Vol. 13, Kc. 40, IS63.

# AreJ:aaolcaScai Evidav.ca fcr r.:i2d Kics Otilisaticrt. ess.»

StSpa, Claude B« E^starn Dalestc Acaulturaticft: tha rol-3 cf asasts of cultuva

changa. Ph.D. dissartaticn, univar-siir/ cf Kir.n-osotc, 1S6S.

Watsrall, Charles. VSrglasar Dasr and fclia Buffer Zcna Ln tits Lata Vvjhistciic'

Bayly Kistcric Perlcss ia M£nn3ssta« Plains AathrcpoiosSst,

Vol. S3, Ho, 40, 2363,

Sources of Raw Materials at tha Carbraa Sica* tcss., 19£-S.

(Aecspted fcr publication, Kir.nascta Acadeay of Scier.cs.)
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Tha 1968-69 Year

Curing tha cooing ysar I hava bssa granted a sabbatical lesva by t!«

Board of Regents and will b.3 ab s-3nt svo-a tl« Ur.ivarsity caspus firoa tha

end of the field ssason in Sepfcaabsr to tha bsginnins of the 19S9 risld

season in June. During this paricd I will b-3 co^pisCitis a asr.uscript on

tha Ayvilla focus burial ttound ccuale:: cS ths Rsd Fiiver Valley, c ?i*cj2cr.

begun with fchG assisCrsnca of Joan Vicinus during uha past ya^r. This

cEtmscrlpt draws upon e::cavat£os data troK A, S» J<»nl:s, Lloyd V/'iifonU

end K-ora recant work by parties Uiidsr ay di-setter.. Tae cacuscript will

bs subtsitted to tha Minnesota Historical Society,

Tha csainpurpose tha Is-svs is to prc\'£ea tica for tha ccaplaticr.

Slsian Johnson

a 30* 1963


