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m e n t o f sigh t an d  h e a rin g . H ere  is an  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  th e y o u n g e st m em ­
ber o f the m ed ica l sta ff  to  d istin gu ish  h im se lf by  p ost-grad u atin g  long 
e n o u gh  to becom e re a so n a b ly  fa m ilia r  w ith  th is w ork and tak in g  it up in a 
sy ste m a tic  m an n er. H e w ould  find a rich  field fo r  stu d y  and p ractice  and 
w ould co n fe r grea t ben efit on th ose  in  need o f su ch  assistan ce  beside p rep a r­
in g  h im self in a  co n g e n ia l line o f w ork in w h ich  h e  m ig h t som e tim e later 
w ish  to  sp e c ia liz e . H e  cou ld  exam in e th e e y e s  and ears o f a ll p resen t in­
m ates, as w ell as th ose o f new  arrivals, and by p rop erly  ta b u latin g  his results 
co u ld  m ake them  a v a lu a b le  addition  to th e h isto ry  o f e a c h  child . T h e re  are 
a t present no d a ta  con cern in g  the v isu a l and a u ra l con dition s of in m ates of 
A m e rican  in stitution s. I f  som e y o u n g  m an w ith  a lite ra ry  turn  of m ind will 
a ccu m u la te  and p u blish  su ch  d a ta  in th e  fo rm  of a m on ograp h he will have 
done a w ork o f con sid erab le  sc ien tific  v a lu e  an d  in terest and one which 
w ould be g rea tly  a p p recia ted  b y  stu d en ts and w riters.

W ith  m odern  m edicin e p u shin g into e v e ry  p o ssib le  field o f research  and 
le a v in g  no ston e  u n turn ed  to d iscover cau ses an d  effects, we sh ou ld  n ot neg- 
le c t  th e  plain  and sim p le  p ro b lem s. T h e  ten d e n cy  o f th e  d a y  is, I believe, for 
us to allow  our m inds to b ecom e too firm ly  fixed on th e  m inute an d  abstruse 
to  the n eg lect Of som e th in gs w h ich  are m ore e a s ily  seen and w h ich  would 
y ie ld  m ore p ra ctica l results w ith  less work.

I hope n on e o f  m y rem a rk s w ill be in a n y  w a y  con strued  as a critic ism  on 
th e  n oble w ork b ein g  done b y  th e  gen tlem en  o f  the associatio n . I sim ply 
offer th em as su ggestio n s of w h a t m a y  be  done in  th e  futu re.
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EDITORIAL,.

T H E  V A L U E  O F  S C I E N T I F I C  O B S E R V A T I O N .

No fea tu re  o f  tra in in g  ch ild re n  and y o u th  is m ore to be e m p h asized  than 
the h a b it o f  o b servation . T h e  c o ro lla ry  o f  th is is th e h a b it o f n otin g  and 
com paring associated  fa cts; o f le arn in g  to read  th e  lessons th at n atu re  is 
con stan tly  p resen tin g  in g rap h ic  an d  ta n g ib le  fo rm .

I t  is a lo n g  w a y  from  th e o ld , co n ven tio n a l custom  of read in g  into the 
pupil th e  lesson s o f  th e  sch o o l a n d  th e  m odern  p lan  o f req u irin g  th e p u pil to 
read h is ow n lesson s ou t o f th e  th in g s h e  sees, touches and h ears. F o r ­
tu n ately , minds- are n ot a ll m ad e a lik e. T h e ir  in terp reta tio n s o f s im ilar 
things are n ot th e  sam e. A s  so m e one h a s a p tly  sa id , “ M illion s o f people had 
w atched  an  ap p le  fa ll to  th e  earth , b u t o n ly  S ir  Issa c  N ew ton  saw  th e  earth
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fa ll  to th e  a p p le .”  S o , w h en  h u m an  m in d s are  ta u g h t to observe carefu lly  
th e  th in g s of n a tu re  abou t th em , sh e  sp ea k s to  e a ch  in  a  la n g u a ge  w h ich  he, 
p erh ap s, better th a n  an y  one else, can  in terp ret. I t  is th u s th at we h a v e  new 
d isco veries th a t g ive  us definite la w s, an d  h e  w ho p e rs iste n tly  fo llo w s a line 
o f  s y s te m a tic  observation , com p arison  and d ed u ction , is sure, in the end, to 
find so m e th in g  w h ich  h as p a ssed  u nn oticed  b y  others.

W e  a re , to-day, in th e  m idst o f a  w ide-spread and intense in terest in  the 
stu d y  o f  h e red ity , an d  we h a v e  e v e ry  reaso n  to b e lieve  th at th e  next few 
y e a rs  w ill be fru it fu l o f m any  p ra ctica l and definite law s p e rta in in g  to  the 
im p rovem en t o f  p lants, anim als an d , le t us hope, m an kin d  b y  c a re fu l b reed ­
in g. B u t  a ll th is w o n d erfu l in terest h a s arisen  from  th e  p u b lish ed  resu lts  of 
exp erim en ts b y  th e  A u strian  m on k, M en d el, w ho p a tie n tly  p lan ted  and grew  
an d  com p elled  to be fertilize d  as h e  desired , a few , sim ple, g a rd en  flowers. 
H e  w orked, o f  cou rse, w ith  a  definite aim  and fertilize d  fo r  a  definite p u r­
p ose. B u t th e  secret o f his su ccess la y  in  th e  fa c t  th a t h e  observed his 
p lan ts c a re fu lly , m ade c a re fu l record s o f h is re su lts  and kept up th e  experi­
m en tation  u n til h e  had  su ffic ien t d a ta  fro m  w h ich  to  draw  defin ite  con clu si­
ons.

T h e  la w s o f  M en d el are  a lre a d y  recogn ized  as a u th o rita tive  in p lant 
b reed in g  and h a v e  even  been su c ce ss fu lly  d em o n strated  to be tru e  in anim al 
b reed in g , and w e sh a ll expect la rg e  results in  th e  fu tu re . M en d el’ s flowers 
w ere 110 d iffe re n t from  th ose  o f  th e  sam e sp ecies du rin g th e w h ole h isto ry  of 
th e w orld. T h e y  g rew , b lossom ed, faded— grew , b lossom ed an d  fad ed , 
cen tu ry  a fte r  cen tu ry . T h o u sa n d s  an d  thousan ds o f peop le  w a tch e d  the 
p ro cesses, b u t y e t  it rem ain ed  fo r th is  sim p le m onk to stu d y  and com pare 
c o lo rs, form  of le a f , len gth  o f  stem , and find th e gen etic re la tion  th a t given 
ch a ra cte ris tic s  o f p ro gen y  b e a r to  th eir p ro gen itors and th us dedu ce definite 
law s.

T h u s  n atu re  is a lw a y s re a d y  to d isclose  h er se cre ts  to  the th o u gh tfu l 
stud en t, and M endel, th e A u strian  m on k, w ill be  know n in  h isto ry  w h en  the 
m u ltim illion aires o f  to-day are  lo n g  fo rg o tten .
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P R E S I D E N T 'S  A N N U A L  A D D R E S S *

G E O R G E  MO GRIDGE , M. D . ,  G LE N W O O D, IOWA.

L a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n : F o r  the 
second tim e in the h isto ry  o f  the a sso ciatio n  w e are  in  a n n u al sessio n  a t the 
Iowa in stitution  and I assu re  y o u  th a t y o u r  v isit is  a  p le a su re  w h ich  h as 
been looked forw ard  to, not o n ly  from  th e  a sso ciatio n s w e h a v e  a n ticip a ted  
but from  the in flu ence and u p lift th at su ch  a ga th erin g  con fers.

T w en ty-tw o  y e ars  ago w as the o ccasio n  o f yo u r first v isit and I am  s a t­
isfied th at th e  im pressions fo r  good resu ltin g  from  it  h a v e  n ot y e t  fa d e d  
from our in stitution  trad ition s and if  from  th e p resen t m eetin g sh a ll r a ­
diate sim ilar lastin g  results, th e effects o f it w ill be fo r th e  next q u a rte r of a 
century.

T h e re  h as, in recen t tim es, b ee n  so m e  qu estio n  as to th e a d visa b ility  of 
continuing to hold  th e an n u al m eetin g a t one or other o f the in stitu tion s; i t  
has been su gg ested  th at th e y  m ight be b etter a tten d ed  if  h eld  in som e c e n ­
tral c ity . F o r  m y part I look upon th e a sso c ia tio n  as h a v in g  been  a b u n ­
dantly su cce ss fu l under the p resen t a rra n g em en t and th is fa c t lead s m e to 
eouclude th at a ch an ge  is  not a t th is  tim e im p e ra tiv e . T h is  m a tte r  I 
trust will be fu lly  discussed an d  d o u b tle ss  a  w ise  con clu sio n  w ill be r e a c h ­
ed. A n oth er m atter in th is  con n ectio n  is th e  tim e o f  m eeting. June is a 
busy m onth w ith in stitu tion  p e o p le ; p ro b a b ly  ou r m e m b ers are  less fre e  
in this m on th  th an  in a n y  other. S om e h a v e  a n n u al m eetin gs an d  a ll th a t 
they entail, on th e ir  h a n d s; w ith  oth ers it is  th e  c lose  o f  th e  fiscal y e a r  
and w ith a ll it fin d s the added w ork en ta ile d  b y  th e  c lose  of th e  sch o o l y e a r. 
T his m atter I tru st w ill a lso  receiv e  your  co n sid eration . R e a liz in g  the im ­
portance o f  a  lib eral a tte n d a n ce  a t ou r m eetin gs and so m ew h at o f the diffi­
culties as to th e  p resen t custom  as to tim e and p la ce , th e  o fficers h a v e  m ad e 
special effort th is  y e a r  to ob ta in  a fu ll rep resen ta tio n  in order th at the fo re ­
going m atters’ m igh t be fu lly  con sid ered . T h e  o b je c t o f  our a ssociatio n  is, 
“ T h e  discu ssion  o f a ll q u estio n s re la tin g  to  th e ca u ses, con d ition s and s ta ­
tistics o f id io cy  and to the m an agem en t, tra in in g  and e d u ca tio n  o f id io ts and 
feeble-m inded p e rs o n s; it w ill a lso  lend  its  in flu en ce  to th e  estab lish m en t 
and fosterin g  o f in stitu tio n s fo r  th is p u rp o se ,”

H ow  well th e ob jects p rom u lgated  by th e  fa th e rs  o f our w o rk  h a v e  been 
lived up to is dem o n strated  in  th e n u m b er o f sta tes  th a t h a v e  m a d e  sp ecia l 
provision fo r this c lass iu the p ast th ir ty  y e a rs . In  1876 th ere  w ere s ix  in ­
stitutions d evoted  to th e care  o f th ese  ch ild ern — a t p resen t th ere are  tw en ty- 
eight such. T h e  m ost re c e n tly  e sta b lish ed  is in th e state  o f M on tan a. In 
1895 a b u ild in g  w as com p leted  fo r  th e c a re  an d  tra in in g  o f feeble-m ind ed  
children in  con nection  w ith  th e  sta te  school fo r  th e  d e a f and blind at 
Boulder, and d o u b tless th is is  th e n u c le u s  o f w h at w ill in  tim e be a sep a ra te
* D e liv ered  at th e  m eetin g  o f  the A m erica n  A ss o c ia tio n  fo r  th e  S tu d y  of the F e e b le -M in d e d , 
G lenw ood, Io w a , Jun e 13, 1906.


