Minnesota Justices Series

No. 9

THE POLITICAL, PROFESSIONAL
AND JUDICIAL CAREER
OF
LAWRENCE R. YETKA

edited by
the staff of the
Minnesota State Law Library

Minnesota State Law Library
Saint Paul, Minnesota

December, 1996




i

{ e

Justice Lawrence Yetka
Associate Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court
1973 - 1991




‘ TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE POLITICAL, LEGISLATIVE, PROFESSIONAL
AND JUDICIAL CAREER
OF
LAWRENCE R. YETKA

Acknowledgements | Marvin R. Anderson
Acknowledgements Lawrence R. Yetka
Forward Lawrence R. Yetka

PART | - EARLY LIFE

page 15
Chapter 1 Yetka-Norkowski Family History
Chapter 2 Growing Up In Cloquet
Chapter 3 Education
Chapter 4 Family Life in Cloquet 1950-1973
" PART Il - POLITICAL AND LEGISLATIVE YEARS
page 39
Chapter 5 Early Political Activity
Chapter 6 Legislative Career - Highlights: .

e Chair: Judiciary Committee

e Court Reform and Court Reorganization

eLegislation: Reapportionment of Legislative
Districts

Chapter 7 State Politics:

e Chair, 8th District D.F.L

e 1954 Statewide D.F.L. Victory

| eThe D.F.L. Split of 1966

| . eReflections: Hubert H. Humphrey, Wendell
Anderson, John A. Blatnik, Walter Mondale,
L ' A.M. "Sandy" Keith and Others




i

ZChapter 8 National Politics:

e Reflections: Harry S. Truman and
Adlai Stevenson

01956,1960,1964 and 1968 National
Democratic Conventions

e Coordinator - 1963 Visit of President
Kennedy to Duluth, MN

1968 and 1972 Humphrey For President

Activity
PART Il - LEGAL CAREER
page 83
Chapter 9 Representative Clients:

e Office of Price Stabilization
e Counsel For Village of Wrenshall
e®Seaway Port Authority of Duluth
e Community Memorial Hospital Association
eSpecial Assistant and City Attorney of
Cloquet
eLake Superior to Cloquet Water Pipeline
eWestern Lake Superior Sanitation
District
e Carlton County Federal Savings and Loan
Association

PART IV - JUDICIAL CAREER
page 93

Chapter 10 Minn rem

eU.S. District Court in Duluth Matter
e Appointment to Minnesota Supreme Court
@ Chair, Judicial Council - Judicial
Planning Committee
e Chair, Supreme Court Administration
Committee
e Reflections: Observations on Chief Justices




H
:

CE\apter 11 The Minnesota Judicial Center:

eShort History
e Design Competition and Selection Panel
e Dedication

PART V - REFLECTIONS

page 131
Chapter 12 Fifty Years of Public Service
PART VI - APPENDICES
page 149
1 ‘A rt's Best Friend: me Observations on the
Political an ici reer of Lawrence R.
Yetka; An E in H r of a Half-Centur
f Service h f ice in
Minnesota and the People of Minnesota
By Burton Randall Hanson
2 Bibliography of Justice Yetka's Opinions
By Susan Larson
3 Reminiscences of Law Clerks and Friends
4 Speeches by Justice Yetka:

®Reformin ur icial

eRemarks at the Minnesota Supreme Court
Commemoration of the Bicentennial of
the United States Constitution

5 Writings:
o Court Reform in Minnesota_

eMinnesota' w ice Building:
"A Will O' The Wisp"




