




Section VIII 

 

regardless of parties”. … So logical was this plea that the 

principle of his proposed amendment was immediately 

adopted. 

 On May 24, 1858, all state officers elected the 

previous October entered upon their duties as the first 

officers of the state of Minnesota. 

 The first supreme court for the new state consisted of 

Lafayette Emmett, chief justice, and Charles Eugene 

Flandrau and Isaac Atwater, associate justices.  Jacob Noah 

was clerk. 

 Lafayette Emmett was a man of high character, good 

education, possessed engaging manners, and his judicial 

opinions are said to show more than ordinary ability.  The 

only adverse comment ever made about Emmett was that he was 

indolent.  As a lawyer Emmett was pointed out by his 

contemporaries as excelling as a counselor rather than as a 

trial lawyer. 

 He was much given over to hospitality, and his old 

home, still standing on West Seventh street, St. Paul, was 

one of the [-2-] mansions of the territorial days where 

free and easy hospitality was enjoyed by all callers.  On 

Monday of each alternate week, during the winter sessions 

while he was chief justice, Emmett and his family opened 

the doors of their home to all their friends without the 

formality of invitation. 

 At the time the people of the territory voted upon the 

adoption of the state constitution, they also voted upon 

the election of all state officers.  Emmett was the logical 

candidate of the Democratic party for chief justice.  He 

had served as 
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