






Section II 

 

case in things historical, it wasn’t until years later, 

when Minnesota had taken her place as a great state and her 

courts a place high in national ranking, that inquiries 

arose concerning the lives and backgrounds of the early 

justices, and to just what extent they had influenced the 

moulding and making of the state. 

  Today these events have been mellowed by the 

passing of more than eighty years, and now, stripped of the 

hustle and bustle of the times in which they occurred, 

certain facts stand out more clearly perhaps than at any 

previous time.  These will be pointed out here from time to 

time, but first the background will be given of the three 

justices who sat as the first supreme court of Minnesota 

Territory. 

  It will be recalled that Governor Ramsey’s 

proclamation declaring the territory of Minnesota duly 

organized was dated June 1, 1849.  At this time the 

administration of President Zachary Taylor, the last of the 

Whig presidents, was in power, and official appointments 

were given only to those holding the same political views.  

Goodrich, chief justice, and Bradley Meeker and David 

Cooper, associate justices, were first appointed. 

  Aaron Goodrich was born in Cayuga county, New 

York, July 16, 1807.  In 1815 the elder Goodrich moved to 

western New York [-3-] where young Aaron spent his youth on 

his father’s farm while attending country school.  

Meanwhile he read a great many law books.  When about 

twenty he moved to Tennessee and completed 
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