Comments and Regulatory Language

Comment: We received several comments regarding the proposed exclusion of a premium
calculator from the minimum functions for the SHOP in proposed §155.705(a)(3). Some
commenters requested that a premium calculator be included, arguing that it assists employers in
estimating their total costs. Other commenters noted that instead of providing individuals with an
estimation of their cost of coverage after any applicable tax credits or cost sharing reductions, a
premium calculator in the SHOP may show employees their premiums after any applicable
employer contributions.

Response: We believe that a premium calculator will assist employees in determining their cost
of coverage after any applicable employer contribution at little to no additional burden on
SHOPs or employers. Therefore, we have added new §155.705(b)(11) in this final rule to clarify
that a SHOP must provide a premium calculator to qualified employers. To support States 327 in
developing a premium calculator for the SHOP, HHS will provide model computer code.

8155.205 Consumer assistance tools and programs of an Exchange.

(b)(6) Makes available by electronic means a calculator to facilitate the comparison of available
QHPs after the application of any advance payments of the premium tax credit and any cost-
sharing reductions.

§155.705 Functions of a SHOP.

(b)(11) Premium calculator. In the SHOP, the premium calculator described in 8155.205(b)(6)
must facilitate the comparison of available QHPs after the application of any applicable
employer contribution in lieu of any advance payment of the premium tax credit and any cost-
sharing reductions.



