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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On May 16, 2006, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) asked the Commission to reexamine the rates of
several hundred Qwest unbundled network elements (UNEs), and to establish rates for some new
and redefined UNEs, as the term is used in the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996.1

On September 5, 2006, the Commission issued its ORDER REFERRING RATES INQUIRY TO
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS.  On September 15, the Commission issued its
NOTICE AND ORDER FOR HEARING, initiating a contested case proceeding for the purpose
of resolving contested factual issues about the costs Qwest incurs to provide various UNEs.

On January 9, 2007, arbitrators in an interconnection dispute between Qwest and Eschelon
Telecom, Inc. (Eschelon),2 a competitive local exchange carrier (CLEC), recommended among
other things that the Commission open a docket to establish the cost-based rate Qwest may
charge a CLEC for expediting access to UNEs.

The Commission met on March 6 to consider that matter.  Eschelon recommended adopting the
arbitrators’ recommendation; Qwest opposed it.



3 Id., ORDER RESOLVING ARBITRATION ISSUES, REQUIRING FILED
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT, OPENING INVESTIGATIONS AND REFERRING
ISSUE TO CONTESTED CASE PROCEEDING.
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Given the factual nature of establishing a cost-based rate that Qwest may charge a CLEC for
providing expedited access to UNEs, the Commission finds merit in the recommendations of the
arbitrators and of Eschelon to refer this matter for a contested case proceeding.  In the interest of
administrative efficiency, however, the Commission declines to establish a new docket for this
purpose.  Rather, this matter is being referred to the current docket for resolution.  The
Commission concludes that the current cost proceeding provides the most appropriate forum for
establishing an appropriate cost-based rate for expediting access to UNEs.3

The Commission will so order.

ORDER

1. The issue of Qwest’s cost to expedite access to UNEs is referred to the current docket. 

2. This Order shall become effective immediately.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary
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This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by
calling (651) 297-4596 (voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (TTY relay service).


