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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On June 1, 2005, the Commission issued an Order asserting jurisdiction over the transaction
between Minnesota Power and the American Transmission Company that is the subject of this
proceeding.1  That Order also found the record inadequate for determining whether the transaction
should be approved and required further fact-finding. 

On June 21, 2005, Minnesota Power filed an application for rehearing under Minn. Stat. 
§ 216B.27, explaining that its goal was to preserve its appeal rights on the jurisdictional issue and
urging the Commission to defer action on the merits of the petition until the conclusion of the
proceeding.

On July 20, 2005, the North American Water Office and Save Our Unique Lands filed comments
urging the Commission to retain jurisdiction over the proceeding.

On August 11, 2005, the petition came before the Commission.  At that time the Residential and
Small Business Utilities Division of the Office of the Attorney General appeared and also urged
the Commission to retain jurisdiction.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Under Minn. Stat. § 216B.27, subd. 4, any petition for rehearing not granted within 60 days of
filing is deemed denied and any appeal period on the Order at issue begins to run.  The
Commission concurs with the Company that it would serve the interests of administrative and
judicial economy to limit any potential appeals in this case to a single proceeding.
The Commission will therefore grant the Company’s petition for rehearing and defer examining
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the merits of the petition until the conclusion of this proceeding.

The Commission will so order.

ORDER

1. The Commission hereby grants Minnesota Power’s application for rehearing and defers
consideration of the merits of that petition until the conclusion of this proceeding. 

2. This Order shall become effective immediately.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary
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This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by
calling (651) 201-2202 (voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MN relay service).


