
Opportunity to Provide Public Comment on Otter Tail Power Company’s Request for an Advance Determination 
of Prudence for the Big Stone Plant Air Quality Control System Project 

On January 14, 2011, Otter Tail Power Company asked the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for an 
advance determination of prudence for a proposed Air Quality Control System Project at its Big Stone Plant near 
Milbank, South Dakota. The project would reduce emissions of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulate 
matter to comply with South Dakota administrative rules adopted to address regional haze under the federal Clean 
Air Act.  

Otter Tail Power Company estimates Minnesota’s share of this project would cost $132 million.  If the MPUC finds 
the project to be prudent, how Otter Tail Power Company may recover project costs, and the level of costs 
recoverable, would be determined at a later date.  Otter Tail Power Company must show that the costs are 
reasonable and necessary and demonstrate its efforts to ensure the lowest reasonable project costs.  

Evidentiary Hearings 
Administrative Law Judge Eric L. Lipman will hold formal evidentiary hearings about this project.  The hearings are 
scheduled to start on August 17, 2011 at the Public Utilities Commission, 121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350, St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 
 
The purpose of the evidentiary hearings is to allow Otter Tail Power Company, the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, and other formal parties to this case to present testimony and to cross-examine each other’s witnesses 
as to the reasonableness of the project.  If time allows, limited public participation may also be permitted during 
the evidentiary hearing.   
 
Written Comments 
Otter Tail Power Company customers and other citizens are invited to submit written comments on the proposed 
Big Stone Air Quality Control System Project. 
 
Written comments are most effective when they include: 

1. The issue in Otter Tail Power Company’s proposal you’re addressing. 
2. Your specific recommendations. 
3. The reasons for your recommendations. 

 
Please be sure to reference Docket Numbers OAH 8-2500-22094-2 and MPUC E017/M-10-1082.  The deadline for 
written comments is 4:30 P.M. on August 1, 2011.  

You may send written comments to  
 

Administrative Law Judge Eric L. Lipman  
Office of Administrative Hearings 
P.O. Box 64620  
St. Paul, MN 55164-0620  
Fax:  651-361-7936 
E-mail:  ratecomments@state.mn.us 
Web:  www.puc.state.mn.us, click on “Comment on An Issue” 
 

Important:  Comments will be made available to the public on the MPUC’s website, except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.  The MPUC does not edit or delete 
personal identifying information from submissions. 
 

For More Information 

mailto:ratecomments@state.mn.us
http://www.puc.state.mn.us/
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You may contact Otter Tail Power Company at: 
  
 216 South Cascade Street 

Fergus Falls, MN 56538 
Phone: 1-800-257-4044 
Web: http://www.otpco.com/   

 

To access the official documents in this proceeding: 

You may go to:  
 

Web:  https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/search.jsp select 10 in the year field, enter 1082 in the 
number field, click on Search, and the list of documents will appear on the next page.  

 
 Or contact the Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) at: 

85 Seventh Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
Phone: 651-296-9314 
Consumers with hearing or speech disabilities may call the DOC through Minnesota Relay by dialing 711 
or 1-800-627-3529. 
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