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Voluntary Placements:
Did the tribe get notice 7 days prior to the hearing?
Is the consent in writing? Did the tribe get a copy?

Initial stages of the case:
Is there a written statement from the tribe regarding membership?
Is there proof of notice to the tribe, extended family members, and noncustodial parent?
Is there a tribal resolution or written statement from the tribe stating who will be their QEW? 
Was a copy of the resolution/written statement sent to the county social services and the court?
Did the Tribal Rep sign off and give input into the development of the case plan, OOHP plan and/or visitation plan?
Does the tribe have their own Tribal Out of Home Placement Plan?
Did the county defer to the tribal placement preference?

Relative Search
Did the tribe get a copy of the relative search and help identify relatives? What were the outcomes of the relative search?
Is there a court order for the parents to fully and actively participate in a relative search in cooperation with the tribe by providing relative names and contact information?
Can the County help the process along by providing the family tree form on the back of the relative search/kinship form?
Has the county fully cooperated with the tribe in regards to the kinship/relative search? Seek concrete examples.
Has the tribe received monthly updated family history/relative search documentation?
What was the date of the last relative search documentation that was received by the tribe?

Middle stages of the case:
Has the county notified the tribe when meetings with the family are to occur? (especially regarding meetings with the family prior to the hearing; updates to the OOHP plan; relative search, case plan development; case plan changes; etc.)
Has the local tribal representative had contact with the out-of-state tribe? Does the urban tribal representative have authority to speak on the out-of-state tribe’s behalf?
Was the county court report and supporting documentation received by the tribe 10 days before the hearing?
Has the tribe had an opportunity to meet with the family before this hearing?
Does the tribe have a written court report?
Does the family have a written court report?
Are orders on the record restated at the end of the hearing?
Was the Tribal Rep contacted by the GAL monthly or within a reasonable time depending on the circumstances of the case? Is this documented in the GAL report?
Did the Tribal Rep attend visits with the family or Social Services?
Did the Tribal Rep sign off on any updates or additions to the case plan?


TPR Stage/Post-TPR:
Restate all Kinship/relative search questions.



Miscellaneous Information:
· Family team meetings are making a positive difference in case handling.
· Adding “family cooperation with the relative search” as part of the case plan
· Law Enforcement training regarding asking for names of available relatives, possible family placement and tribal affiliation at time of law enforcement removal/incident
· GAL training on how to make independent recommendations regarding best interests instead of taking the social work/county stance on the issues and making regular, preferably monthly (and face to face) visits with the family
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