
Proceedings of the Eighth Minnesota State 
Conference of Charities and Correction Held 
in Duluth, November 15-17, 1898 

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

at defectiveness and dependency. And the great problem finally Is how to 
put an end to it all. None of us will live to see that day, perhaps it will 
never come, but the time ought to come when the number of our criminals. 
insane, feeble-minded, and so on, shall bo very greatly reduced; and that is 
the great labor, and I observe that one of the conference papers to bo read by 
a lady in Duluth is devoted to the subject how charity may finally be dis
pensed with by means of the better training of the youth. 

This conference is migratory; it moves from place to place. One year 
in St. Cloud, the next in Stillwater, the next in Minneapolis, and so on, ami 
this year it is the pleasure of the conference to assemble in this most pic
turesque of the cities of Minnesota. And wo came here for one purpose,— 
to stir up Duluth. Not that Duluth needs stirring up any more than any 
other city; they all need stirring up; but we come here particularly to stir-
up Duluth at this time, to arouse interest, if possible, in the objects of the 
conference; and wo come here also to be stirred up. We expect to gain in
spiration from what we shall hear and see. And thanking you again. Mr. 
President, for the cordial welcome extended by our reverend brother, I take 
my scat. 

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS. 
BY DR. A. C. ROGERS, FARIBAULT. 

Minnesota is one of the few states that began early in its history to com
prehensively grasp its charitable and correctional problems, and this fact 
is no insignificant factor as a cause of its wonderful prosperity. Without 
attempting anything critical or exhaustive, I had thought of presenting a 
sort of panoramic view of some of its institutions, especially those under 
the management of the state, with such cursory comments as they have sug
gested to me. 

Dependent Children.—Beginning with the children, this state has as
sumed that every child should be brought up in a good home, and so (since 
1880) it gathers up the outcast and neglected ones, takes thorn to the beauti
ful, temporary home at Owatonna, where it feeds, clothes and educate. 
them till permanent homes can be secured. 

The facts that (1) the provisions of the law are so broad in application 
as to miss no child In need, If the authorities are true to their trusts; (2) that 
the most thoroughly disinterested officer of each county holds the authority 
to determine the necessities of each case, including the question of separa
tion from parents; (U) that the object of the whole scheme is to place hull-
gent and neglected children in normal families, rather than to retain them 
in the institution; (4) that the state holds them under absolute control 1111 
of age, and can thus remedy at once any mistake made in placing them; (5) 
that the state keeps thoroughly posted concerning them, and does readjust 
their placing as occasion requires—are some of the salient features of this 
work. That there should have been received under state guardianship to 
Jan. 1, 1800, 1,824 children, indicates the breadth of the work; and that: 83 
per cent of the 304, at that time past the age of supervision, should have 
developed into excellent manhood and womanhood is a fact that can be fully 
appreciated only by a consideration of the probable results had these 304 
children grown up amid the environments from which the most of them 
were rescued. To what extent county commissioners are watchful of their 








