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THE INSTITUT E FO R TH E DEA F AN D DUMP , 

has th e handsomes t publi c buildin g i n th e State . It s industrie s 
are manage d o n a  pla n simila r t o tha t pursue d i n th e Refor m 
School, an d wit h th e sam e exCellen t result . W e fin d bu t tw o 
deaf-mutes i n th e poo r house s o f th e State , an d hea r o f no deaf -
mute tramps . Th e boy s lear n printing , tailoring , shoemakin g 
or coopering ; th e girls , dressmaking , sewin g an d hous e work . 
So fa r a s w e ar e abl e t o judge , th e instructio n i s thoroug h an d 
efficient. 

The sho e sho p an d tailo r sho p ar e i n th e basement , wher e 
they endange r th e healt h o f th e pupil s an d expos e th e buildin g 
to dange r fro m fire . Separat e shop s shoul d b e provided . 

The buildin g i s ver y inflammable , th e interio r bein g compose d 
chiefly of wood. Tw o ston e partition-wall s ru n fro m basemen t t o 
attic, but d o no t protec t th e buildin g fro m fire , because ther e ar e 
no fire doors and th e wooden roof unite the whol e building . Th e 
same conditio n of things was discovered in th e St . Pete r hospital , 
several year s ago ; bric k wall s wer e extende d throug h th e attic , 
to th e to p o f the roof ; fir e door s wer e pu t i n an d thi s precautio n 
saved two-third s o f th e building . A  woode n door , covere d wit h 
tin, i n a  bric k wall , aide d b y a  strea m o f wate r fro m th e othe r 
side, save d a  portio n o f th e schoo l fo r feeble-minde d childre n i n 
Ohio. I t i s foun d i n practic e tha t a  t in coverin g o n a  woode n 
door ha s grea t powe r t o resis t heat . 

We therefor e dee m i t of the utmos t importanc e tha t provision s 
be mad e fo r dividin g th e buildin g int o thre e compartment s i n 
case o f fire . 

THE SCHOO L FO R TH E BLIN D 

is no w wel l housed in its commodious new building. Owin g to the 
building i n progress , th e schoo l wa s considerabl y interfered wit h 
last year . Bein g no w wel l equippe d an d furnished , an d havin g 
an efficien t superintenden t an d corp s o f teachers, prosperit y an d 
success ar e t o b e expected . Th e industrie s compris e broom -
making fo r th e boys ; bead-work , sewin g b y han d an d o n th e 
machine, knitting , crocheting , etc. , fo r th e girls . Musi c form s 
an important par t o f th e curriculum . S o fa r a s w e ar e abl e t o 
judge, thi s schoo l call s for no criticis m nor any special legislation . 

THE SCHOO L FO R IDIOT S AN D IMBECILE S 

has cease d t o b e a n experiment . Wi t h it s capacit y increase d t o 
one hundred , an d pupil s read y t o fil l it , i t i s a n establishe d insti -
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tution. No public charit y is , i n ou r judgment , mor e importan t
or mor e beneficen t than this . Anyon e who has seen the lament-
able conditio n o f this clas s in count y poor houses, thei r senseles s
gibbering, thei r loathsom e appearance , thei r beastl y feeding ,
their bantering o r abus e b y othe r paupers , wil l mar k th e con -
trast with the cleanliness , neatnes s an d civilize d appearanc e of
the inmate s o f thi s school . I f thi s gai n wer e all , i t woul d be
much, bu t i t i s not the pauper class , nor , indeed , th e childre n a t
all, wh o ar e mos t benefited . Th e chie f blessin g come s t o th e
homes of respectable parents . A n idio t chil d i s a  cause o f con -
tinual sorrow and shame. Thoughtles s children or adults ridicule
or ill-trea t the child , an d the parents are embittered against thei r
neighbors. Henc e com e quarrel s and lasting feuds . A  mothe r
whose child i s now at Faribaul t had no t had a  gues t in her house
for years , befor e th e chil d wa s sen t there . Sh e coul d no t fo r
shame.

The legislatur e i s no w calle d upon to decid e th e futur e o f this
school. I s i t to be confined t o th e mor e teachabl e class , a s i n
the Kentuck y institution, whil e less teachable idiots are rejected ;
or i s i t to receive al l alike ? O n the former plan, th e schoo l wil l
make a  better showing ; bu t the idio t clas s is the one from which
society most needs relief . Shal l a  custodia l departmen t b e pro -
vided, i n which thos e unabl e t o protec t themselves , especiall y
the females , shal l b e made permanen t wards o f the State? W e do
not hesitate to sa y yes . Thes e weak-minded girls usually become
the prey o f ba d men, an d live onl y t o multipl y thei r kind ; fo r
their offsprin g ar e generall y defective . Ther e ar e no w tw o
sisters a t Faribault , daughter s of an imbecile mother, an d havin g
had severa l brother s an d sister s wh o wer e defective . Ther e i s
an imbecile woman in the Ric e Count y poor hous e who ha s ha d
several defectiv e childre n an d ha s t o b e watche d constantly .
There i s a  simila r woman i n th e Nicolle t Count y poo r house .
There is an idio t gir l i n Mowe r County poor house an d a n imbe-
cile in Wabasha Count y poo r hous e wit h whom i t i s probabl y
only a  matte r o f time whe n they wil l have offspring . Thes e ar e
but specimen cases . W e believe that i t i s th e highes t econom y
for th e Stat e to take permanent charg e o f al l such cases ; there -
fore, w e recommen d tha t the reques t of the boar d o f directors for
an appropriatio n t o buil d a n additiona l wing an d a  separate cus-
todial building , b e granted .

The bill s agains t thes e thre e institution s ar e rendere d sepa -
rately; th e account s ar e kep t distinc t b y the steward , an d sep-
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urate statement s made ; bu t estimates hav e heretofor e bee n mad e 
in gros s b y th e boar d o f directors, an d appropriation s hav e bee n 
voted i n th e sam e wa y fo r th e thre e institutions . Th e tw o 
insane hospitals , althoug h unde r th e sam e boar d o f trustees , 
dealing wit h th e sam e clas s o f inmates, hav e always ha d entirel y 
distinct funds . Th e thre e institution s a t Faribaul t dea l wit h 
distinct classe s o f inmates, an d are , o f necessity , ru n on ver y dif -
ferent scales o f expenditure . W e se e n o goo d reaso n wh y th e 
same rul e shoul d no t appl y as to th e insane hospitals. W e there-
fore recommen d tha t distinc t estimate s an d separat e appropria -
tions be mad e fo r eac h o f these institutions . 

We submi t herewit h classifie d comparativ e statement s o f th e 
expenses o f these institution s per capita fo r th e pas t fou r years . 

ANNUAL I N V E N T O R Y . 

In al l ou r Stat e institution s ther e ar e larg e accumulation s o f 
movable property , increasin g fro m yea r t o year . Thi s prop -
erty i s under th e car e o f th e superintendent s an d stewards . I n 
the Firs t Insan e Hospita l i t ha s bee n customar y t o tak e a n 
annual inventory ; bu t sinc e th e fir e o f 1880 , n o inventor y ha s 
been published . I n th e Refor m Schoo l a  partia l inventor y i s 
taken each year; bu t the practice does not prevail , s o fa r as w e are 
informed, i n th e othe r Stat e institutions . A n annua l inventor y 
enables bot h th e superintenden t an d trustee s t o trac e propert y 
from yea r t o year , an d afford s a n essentia l elemen t i n determin -
ing accuratel y th e per capita expense . I n te n years ' tim e th e 
First Hospita l fo r th e Insan e accumulate d nearl y $50,00 0 wort h 
of movable property from curren t expenditures. I n othe r words, 
the apparen t curren t expense s wer e abou t $5,00 0 a  yea r i n 
excess o f the actua l amoun t of material consumed . Suc h inven -
tories ar e require d an d foun d usefu l i n othe r states . 

We recommen d tha t th e manager s o f Stat e institution s an d 
county poo r house s an d publi c hospital s b e require d b y la w t o 
cause an accurat e inventor y t o b e take n o f al l publi c property 
on han d a t th e clos e o f eac h fisca l year ; rea l estat e an d per -
manent improvement s bein g liste d at thei r cost, a s nearl y a s ca n 
be ascertained ; movabl e propert y bein g liste d a t it s actua l 
estimated value . 

P R O P E R T Y ACCOUNTS . 

Warden Reed , o f th e Stat e Prison , ha s establishe d a  store -
room, appointe d a  storekeeper , an d organize d a  syste m o f issu e 




