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We will periodically put out a Legislative Newsbulletin to Governmental Affairs 
Chairmen, members of the State Board of Directors, and Association Presidents. 
This is the first issue for this session. 

DAY ACTIVITY CENTERS - H.F. 379 & S.F. 277 

The Day Activity Center Bill passed the Senate Welfare Committee on February 25th 
with flying colors. There was not a dissenting vote on the committee. Representa
tives were present from various day activity centers and areas where day activity 
centers are being planned. Testimony was given by ten people representing these 
groups. They each did an excellent job. The legislators were amazed at the dedi
cation and interest of those present. The same bill was presented to the House 
Health and Welfare Committee on February 26th. Again, representatives were present 
from groups to speak. No action was taken until February 28th, however. The bill 
passed out of this committee without any trouble. The Senate bill has now been 
referred to the Senate Finance Committee, where it is hoped the $220,000 amount 
requested will be allowed. The House version has gone to the Appropriations 
Committee. 

1961 BUILDING BILL 

This bill, which provides for four new dormitories at Brainerd and a new dormitory 
at Faribault, passed both the Senate and House on February 6th. Plans are now 
being made to go ahead with the building programs authorized. 

RANGE INSTITUTION - H.F. 172 & S.F. 71 

A bill was introduced to provide for a institution on the Iron Range. The bill 
provides that this would be for the mentally retarded. However, in discussions 
that the Governor has had with various people, he points out that he has in mind 
a multi-purpose type institution which would serve some retarded, besides serving 
mentally ill and possibly some who are suffering from other types of handicaps. 

LIMIT ON TEACHER AID - H.F. 768 

This bill, which has been introduced at the request of the Department of Education, 
would increase the two-thirds limit on special class teacher aid from $3600 to 
$4800. It has been referred to the Education Committee of the House. Another bill 
is prepared and will be introduced soon, which would remove the ceiling altogether 
on the two-thirds teacher aid. 

GENERAL LEGISLATIVE PICTURE 

A number of other bills have been introduced; namely, a bill that relates to an 
interim commission on mental retardation(this is S.F. 678), a bill to provide for 
experimental sheltered group homes for the mentally retarded (this is H.F. 428 & 
S.F, 492), and a bill to earmark fees paid by individuals for care of mentally 
retarded in institutions for research in mental retardation (this is S.F. 685). 
Hearings have not been set as yet on these bills. 

The Senate Finance Sub-Committee on Welfare and House Appropriations Sub-Committee 
on Welfare have both been noeting with representatives of the institutions for the 
mentally retarded, reviewing their requests for funds for the next two years. It 
is too early to tell what will happen in the area of increased staffing for insti
tutions for the mentally retarded. We will keep you informed on this, 

It is important that legislators have a copy of our governmental affairs program. 
Each association was requested sometime ago to see that this was sent to the 
legislators. We hope that everybody has done this by now. 







Total Budgetsfor Institutions 

The 1963 Legislature authorized a sizeable increase in the total operating budgets of 
institutions for the retarded. From a 1961-63 biennium budget of $20,847,182,the 
1963-65 figure rose to $23,606,632. Governor Andersen' s recommendation for this 
biennium had been $24, 143,179. 

Institutions for the mentally ill did not show as great a gain dollar-wise or 
percentage-wise. Their 1961-63 authorisation totaled $37,367,844. The Legislature 
granted $38,321,560. Governor Andersen had recommended §40, 864,387. 

© 

1963 total special equipment budgets for institutions for the retarded were approved 
in the amount of §97,301. This compares to requests for $235,l86. Special equipment 
is set up by the institutions on a priority basis, and overall, it appears that the 
-institutions did receive most of the items about which they were particulary concerned. 

Faribault, while their request was substantially cut, did receive two of the three 
dental units they placed on high priority as well as 200 beds and mattresses also 
highly listed. Among items that were not approved at this time were floor maintenance 
rnachines, three movie projectors, X-ray conversion equipment, and mattresses, chairs, 
and lounging furniture placed at a lower priority, 
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