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Ratio of aids to patients is especially poor for Group I. Faribault has 9.34 Group I 

beds staffed by a total of 147 aids or for an overall ratio of 1 to 6.35. To meet the ratio 

of 1 to 3, there should be 312 aids or 165 more for Group I. 

Group II staffing appears only slightly short and Group III staffing of I to 11.66 is 

better than minimum ratio. Only one Group III building approaches the Department ratio. 

that is Chippewa with a ratio of 1 to16.92, In this building there are 3 aids in the a.m. 

and p.m. and 1 on duty at nite caring for 203 patients. According to this, it appears 

that the ratio, especially for Group III patients, is not possible to apply. 

Faribault's request for additional personnel for 1959-60 was for 136 new positions. 

The Department of Welfare recommended 70 and the Governor 30. 

In 1957, Faribault requested 153 new positions and the legislature granted 16. 

The interim commission on buildings has proposed that $1,183,300 be spent at the 

Faribault State School and Hospital during the next 2 years for repairs and replacements. 

Most of this will be used as follows: 

Faribault has a very small volunteer program, mostly in religion. A volunteer co-

ordinator has been requested and is urgently needed. 

A severe shortage of staff exists in most patient buildings. 

A new administration building and new patient activities building plus new dorrnatory 

building will be significantly helpful. The new patient activities building will make the 

necessary improvement in education, rehabilitation and recreation programs pcssible. 











BRAINERD STATE SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL 

The new Brainerd institution is planned for a capacity of 2,000 patients. This will 

be reached by 1965. Present patient load is 88. There are 72 full-time employees. 

Total cost will be $20,573,600. 

Because of the newness of this facility, no comparison of staff ratios would be 

significant. 

At present the following building is in use - Administration and hospital, building. 

There are being built - Service Building 

Male and female work patient buildings 

One male patient building 

The Interim Commission on building has recommended that money be appropriated during 

Construction of a recreation and chapel building was included in the 1957 building 

plan to be built in 1959 and also a school building to be built in 1961. Both of these 

have been eliminated in the 1959 Legislative Building Commission report. 

Total cost of these two buildings was to have been $661,500. The Brainerd State 

School and Hospital with the indorsement of the Department of Welfare, asked the 1959 

Commission to recommend a combined school and rehabilitation building. This was not 

included; the following statement was 



 

"A school and rehabilitation building was requested by the Brainerd State School 

and Hospital with the approval and indorsement of the Department of Public Welfare. 

This building has not been included in the Commission's recommended 10 year program. 

Elimination of the building from the program does not mean that it is entirely dis

allowed, but means that it was not recommended for the 1959 biennium and that no further 

decision was made." 

About $750,000 has been saved so far of money appropriated because bids have been 

lower than estimated, This money should be put toward a combined school and rehabilita

tion bullding. 

SUMMARY: 

It appears that instead of being completed in 1963, the new Brainerd institution 

will be completed in 1965, Elimination of the school and recreation buildings has been 

the major construction change. 

The 1959 report recommends construction of complete buildings at one time rather 

than partial construction over four years. This appears sound and will result in 

considerable savings. 





FOOD ALLOWANCE 

INSTITUTIONS FOR THE RETARDED 

Present food allowance for institutions for the retarded is $.60 per day per 

patient. This amount was set in 1955 Prior to 1955 food allowance had been $.65 

per day for several years. Reduction was made based on reduced cost of processed 

food. 

An increase to $.62 per patient per day has been recommended by the Department 

of Welfare and the Governor (3.337. increase) . 

Institutions for the mentally ill have been receiving $.62 and are asking 

for an increase to 65 cents per day (4.847. increase). 

This is an increase of 1.517. more for institutions for the mentally ill. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics reports show that food costs have advanced 6.2% 

from November of 1955 to October of 1958 based on Minneapolis prices. (Nov. 1955 

Index 111.6 - Oct. 1958 Index 117.8). 

Based on increased food costs, the daily food allowance for the retarded 

should be raised to at least $.64. 

We recommend that it should be increased to $.65 or the same as for the 

mentally ill. 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

SECTION ON MENTAL DEFECTIVE AND E P I L I P T I C 

The Department of Public Welfare requested that the Governor recommend to 

the legislature two positions in the Section on Mental Deficiency and Epilipsey. 

One social worker was requested who would be responsible for case super-

vision. The new social worker would also do case contact work with Hennepin and 

Ramsey Departments of Welfare. This would relieve the section head and allow 

sufficient time for general responsibility, community contacts and planning. 

A request was made for one additional clerk. This would bring to 3 the 

number of clerks working with the over 8 , 0 0 0 cases handled through the State 

office. 

Addition of the social worker would in effect divide the position held by 

Miss Mildred Thomson into two parts, recognizing that the State's activity has 

greatly increased. 

We recommend that these two positions be added. 












