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OHA1'ONNA STATE SCHOOL

The Owatonna State School was viaite.d on OctobeI' 19. 1954"

This is a harpy institution. A great mti.jority of the childrer.: \oIere listening and
~;j£tching television. A fev of the boys ,.rere :t:-,laying outside, several groups
wi th footballs~ There '\,Jas no one in seclusion ani! no sullen eXrr'8s~5iOJ:lS seen
on any of the ratients ..

The visit was made 'With Mr~ Handerson~ a raan \.'ho arrears t.o have a good grasp on
the situation and to be enthusiastically devat6d to his work. The children
aFPeared glad to see him and greeted him cordb.lly ..

Ward rer-orts were made out on the follo\-ring warda or buildings ~

Cottage 17 is a modern building and is for girls. It has two 12 bed
dormitories and 18 single rooms. The furniture is metal and attractive.
Toilet rooms are attractive and adequate. There is a din:lng room in
the basement with chrome metal chairs ~nd tables. It is attt"'G.ctively
dec:or~ted with many colored r-~ates on the Halls. The food is rrerared
in an adjoining kitehen vhicll i5 equippoo 'With stainless st.eel tables,
etc., even a stainless steel pottito Fec1ex'. Cooking ie; b-.1 gas. The'<re
is a Sei'"\>m.g room off the surrl,. room. ?here i8 ;D. seolusion room. \...-ith
toilet controlled from outside.

Cottage IB is similar but houses boys. There is no c.lrd:n.g [,oom in this
building as all bo>ws in -the im:titution e3,t in the congr£ftste dining'
room. - . Therefore, the srace corresj;'ond.:w:tg to the d:i.ning r-corn in ce-t.tage
17 is used as !3. rumpus rCOki.•

Building 12 \J&B iL-."spected. It. ;~iou~.es 30 effi:E!],J.. boys"
11 is for older bo;r.oe ..
14 is .for- sl'ii.311 girlt'l.
15 is fo~ older girlS ••

'1hese foul' buildings ar>e good 'bldldings ant fire ras:H:;t.p..nt c ?he ·beyr.. go to the
congregate dining room. The g:i.rls builcHnge,." 1.4 and 15~ have dining rooms
and kitchen which are also 1..1sed for the training of g:l,rle in cooking and S6r-v:i.nco

These four buildings are slike with the exception tru:1t 11 and 12 have or-en
porches and 14 and 15 have glassed in rorche~@

Buildings 1-2-3-4 and 5 a.re old bu.ildings. OnE' is not "l\Sed. All of tr·,se 
buildings have wooden interiors sod have been condemned Qy ti1e fire ~clrshal@

Each of the four buildings in use houees 25 bo:J-~s. The Buperintendent would like
three mOlJern buildings of 34 beGs eacl.i t.o repla.ce these four no-\,' in use. Th~

plumbing is said not to be ca~able of being repa.ire<1~

The Hospital Building is a good bUilding of l/J -beds ..
near by. All food is served on tra~'"So It a;.r-esrB to
and has a dental offioe in the basement.

Food comes from m~in kitchen
be very efficiently run

Building 16 is for 48 girls. It lms 4-12 bsd dormitoriEls \orith mohogany colored
square tubing beds and steel lockGj;~s, As ue·V-sl.ll in 0 girls buildir..g, there is
a kitchen end dining rQOJi:. 'this is G. fire r€eiBtf~nt t;;rpe h",Udi.ng \dth even
the stairs of terrazzo.. toilet floor'S are of wh1te ceramic til€'0
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NUI'Sery or building 6 haa 20 baby girls on the first noor.. Thi s noor and
ba.sement have automatic srrinklers o There are seven rooms for eIDfloyees on
the second noor~ Bab:i.es are kept here 'lmtil they can 'l.J'alk. They were
receiving excellent care from FeOr~e who loved tbem very much.

Building 8 houses 24 big bo~'"S ~!ho 'uere ec.gerly vatching television" There '~Jere

24 single rooms each with a bed, a chair and a bureau., The rooms had colored
s}:resde as did aJ.l the beds and certainly were very cornfortabJe "

Personnel P.equirements

1. A speech speeialist.
2. An educational psychologist, t-!ho has specialized .....ith childl"en who have

reading difficulties. This rerson could also rnakG psychometric 'tests~
3. One "Ferson to relieve thet'b"O night 'ltlatchers on their evenings off to

check beds and fires.

Construction Needs

The surerintendent 'Would like to eon.."1ect the schoel building and the gym with a
two storr'sddition that would be used to tench girls h~TIe eoonomics ~~ ho~ to
keeF house also to provide room for a musical de}-Ilrtment and an industrial
department.

A ne~ service building of modern desib~ to ~eF2ac8 the rresent kitcllsnr pstients
dining rooms and the cellar that is no", used to house surrlies ..

,An addition to the laundry s.nO. on>? turu'blel" Cd'JTGl"' .. Th·::; J.'resGnt earrent~r shop
is in the middle of' the n'l2.in grQUr and hcn;'3<?t3 paint, etc.. A net..,. Oi:!e l;onld roe-move
th:i.s f,otel.1tial source of fire.

Iron removal equipnent fer the wter supply.

Contract reFairs to the roof ot t...1-uc big barn. The rr-essnt crew is not set u:[.: for
this \lork and does Dot have the equirment~

In. conolusion, the new construction noted is de6~ l:"o.ble , but I \oJould not recommend
it at the present time. There are so many ot.l)er buildings needed in the state and
I consider the need greater for those in other institutions.

The 20 babies in the nursery building were neatly and attractively dressed in
ttJ.eir cribs even to shoee~ It was evident that they ",ere hapy and that they
were receiving devoted lo\~ care. The state can be very proud of this"

Tbe striking thing to me about this institution "Wes that no one is locked in,
anyone could run away at any time, yet they gtayed t which sbo"W's good jUdgment
f"or a. moron~


