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The Owatonns State School was vigited on Cetohner 19, 1954,

This is s bhappy institution. A greast mgjority of the childrer were listening end
vetehing television., A few of the boys were rlaying outeide, several groups
with footbzlls. There vas no one in seclusion and no sullen expressions geen

on any of the ratienits.

The visit was made with Mr, Henderson, s msn who arrears to have a good grasp on
the situation and to be enthusiagtically devoied to his work, The children
arpeared glad to see him and greeted him cordislly.

Werd rerorts were made out on the following wards or buildinges

- Cottage 17 iz z modern building znd is for girls. It has two 12 bed
dormitories and 18 single rooms. The furniture iz meilsl and atiraciive.
Toilet rooms ere attractive and adequate. There is & dining room in
the basement with chrome meisl chairs and tsbles. It is attractively
decorated with many colored rlates on the walls. The food is prersred
in en adjoining kitchen vhich ig equipped with stainless sleel tables,
ete., even a stainless steel votato vecler., Cooking is by gas. There
is a seiving room off the suprly room. There is & seclusion room with
toilet controlled from ouviside,

Cottage 1B is similer but houses boys. There is no dining room in this
‘bullding as all boye in the institution ezt in the congregate dizing
roo, - Therefore, the srsce carresponding to the diming reom in cotiage
17 is used s & rumpPus Icok.

Buiiding 12 wse inspected. It houses 30 smzll boys.
1l is for older boyz.
14 is for smail girle
1% ig for older girls.,

These four buildings ave good tuildings and fire resistant. The boye go to the
congregate dining room, The girls bulldinge, 14 and 15, have dining rooma

end kitchen which are also used for the training of pirle in cooking and serving.
Thege four buildings are slike with the excertion that 11 and 12 have orea
vorches and 14 and 1% have glassed in porches.

Buildings 1=R-3=4 and & sre old buildings. One is not uvsed. ALl of thise -
buildings have wooden interiors and have been condemned by the fire rarshal.
Each of the four buildings in use houszes 25 boys. The superintendent would like
three modern buildings of 34 beds each to rerlece these four nov in use., The
plunhing ia said not to be carsble of heing repaired.

The Hospital Building is e goed building of 46 teds. ?eod somes from mein kitchen

near by. All food is served om trays. It appesrs to be very officleatly run
and hes a dental office in the basement.

Building 16 ie for 48 girls. It hizs 4-12 bed dermiteries with wohogany colored
square tubing beds and steel lockers., 4As ugusd; im & girleg building, there is
e kitchen gnd dining room. thig is & fire resistzpnt igTe building with even
the stairs of terrazzo, toilet floors are of white ceramic tile,
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fage 2

Nursery or building © has 20 baby girls on the first fioor. This fleor and
basenent have auvtomatic srrinkiers. There are seven rooms for emrloyces on
the second floor. Babies are kept here vntil they can walk. They were
receiving excellent care from reorle who loved them very much.

Building 8 houses 24 big boys whe wvere ecpgerly swetching television. There were
24 single rcoms sach with a bed, a chsir and a bureav. The rcooms had colored
srresdg ag did 211 the beds and certalnly were very comfortable .

Personnel llequirements

1., A speech spesialist,
2. An educational psychologist, vhe hzs specialized with children who have
reading difficuities. This rerson couwld slso maks psychometric tests.

3. One rerson to relieve the two night watchers en thelr evenings off to
check beds and fires.

Gonstriction Heedsa

The supsrintendent would like to connect the school building end the gym with a
two story addition that would be used tc tench girls howme economice and how to
keer house also to provide room for = musical depariment and an industiriel
department.

A new service building of modern daalgn to rerlace the present kitchen, ratients
dining rooms 2nd the cellar thet is now ugsd to houge surylies.

&n sddition te the laundry snd one tumbler dryesr. Tha pressnt carreantsr shop
is in the middle of the meim grour and houszes paint, ete. A new oue wowld remove
this potential source of fire.

Iron removal equipment for the waier supply.

Contract rerairs to the roof of the hig barn. The resent crew is not set up for
this vork and does not heve the eguirment.

In conclusion, the new constructlon noted iz desirsble, but I would not recommend
it 2t the present time. There are so many other buildings needed in the state and
I coneider the need greater for those in ather ingtitutions,

The 20 babies ipn the nursery building were nestly and attractively dressed in
their cribs even o shoes., IV wes evident that they vere harry and that they
were receiving devoted loving care. The state can be very proud of this.

The siriking thing to me sbout this instituiicn wea that no one is locked in,

anyone could run avay at any time, yel they stayed, which shows good judgment
for & moren.

Harlse L. Paine, M. D.



