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Two small bits of philosophy, if.e., "That all men are created
squal" and that "education should lead to culture" sre respousible in pert for
the lethargy of the school in meeting the educational requirements of the mentally
defective. "That all men are created equal" is set forth in the preamble to no
loss a document than the United Stetes Constitution and has become a cliche so
widely quoted that few would dare to question openly its truth. Yet beyond o
doubt there are great varintions in individunls even at the moment of creation.
The menbal defective is often created deficiont in the very things that make
educability possible. If he is oxpectoed to compete equally with his normal
neighbor, his education not only contributes loss than it should to his dovelop-
ment, but actuanlly handicaps him further through creating bad habits and
attitudos, '

"That education should lead to culture" has bcoon so long
accepted that e are now hardly conscious of its influence on our thinking.
The goal of sducation through the past cenburies ecan be likened to the present
goal of pure scioncc, in that they both strove for covor more kmovledge irregaord-
loss of oany practical wvolue that it might have. Pure scionce as a by-product
of its ethereal pursuits has now and mgain made many a contribution to practical
living and in a 1ike fashion s eclassical cducntion has frequently led to
advoances in actual living in the individual oand in the race. And if cducation
1s thinking yot in torms of developing only loadorsz, if it thinks only of the
rolativoly few who can loap the hurdles, and reach that finish which is
miscalled commencement, it is right and proper to koep it in the mold into
which it has sot.

If, howover, oducational goals can bo conceived in terms of
individual or porsonnl necds ~first- with tho rezlizotion that if those aro
cared for, sooial and roeial goals will simultencously bo improved, it will lheve
mado its groatest advence sineo tho initiotion of tho public scheol,

Tho montal defectivoe doflos those twe underlying principles
(or should we say sembimonts) of oducction. Ho con mot justly bo treoated as
oqual to thosc moro capable than ho, mor can ho bo oxpeeted to woor bocomingly
the formal attire of "culturo"., o is in ncod of an cducation which defers
%o his otm nccds cnd rotoe of growbth, Ordincrily tho homo and thoe school shors
the rosponsibility for o childfs cducobion, oach doing the part that it can do
bost and aiding the other agoney in its mojor cfforts, These children come in
a largo porcontage of casos from tho underpriviloged homos and thoir parcnts,
through actunl mental deficioney or momtal dullnoss, are loast able to
supplomont the cdueation given in the school. For thosc ronsons tho school
must boar almost olono the rospensibility of preoparing thom for lifo. That con
the school do in discharging this rosponsibility,

The first thing the school can ond should do is to scloct
out 2ll who arc montolly dofceetive. Thero is an unoqualed opportunity for
o somplete survey of the population. For this purpeose tho intclligonee tost con
boek B wsod. It takos only onc half hour to give o good individuanl tost to
o young child ot the boginning of his school carcer. Tho individual teost is
mich moro nccuratc than the group tost ond cspeeially do in the younger yoars.
Tho timo takon to givo it can be saved many times ovor by the school during
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the ohild’s lator school life, through tho simple deviée of toaching tho child
no morc than his mental age would indicato ho is roady to learn. Many hours
arc wastod by toachor attompting to toach dull and dofoctive pupils roading
baforo thoy have sufficiont montal organizotion to learn it. Thoe various school
grodos are go arranged in content ard difficulty that it ordinmarily roguiros o
cortain mental cge to mustor the work., HMuch of tho time that is spont by o
child with o montal age of 8 in the fowrth grado is ubborly tmfkedor worso than
vasted for the oxperiomec of continunl foilurc in the focce of best offort may
discourage the child boyond remedy. By giving an individunl intclligonco tost
to 0ll childron ot thoe beoginning of their school carcer, thosco childron vho arc
mental defectivos eould bo soleeted oub, those who are sufficicntly superior

to worrant spocinl attenbion vrould bocome knowm, cll those who foll in botweon
thosc two oxtromes {and yot who vary greoatly in scheol ability) mizht be
understood oxd plammed for,

From the standpoint of loenting mental defectives there is
no time like the school nge for moking the determinntion for it is at this age
that best cooperntion can be obtained and, more important, test results are
more accurate then. There are many vays in which o program of mental testing
could be put into the entire schocl system of the state and I shall not enlarge
on thot poimt liero. Suffice it to say that such a program is being institubed
in tho Minneapelis Public Schools this spring and will operate so that all
children entering tho school system in the first grade after September 1935
will have hoad montal measuroments,

Then o school syatem has solected out its mentel defeetivos,
the next probleom that confronts it is "Should these e¢hildren be seperatoed from
tho others and placed in special class, or should they be givon special
instruction in the rogular grades?” One may erguc that if segregation in
spociel classos is usod, the child will be stigmatized os dull and consequently
will have to beor the brumt of tcosing ond unkind remarks from othlier children.
Some parents alsc critieize spocinl classes beeruse there the children do not
malke a5 ropid progress in ocedemic subjecis as in the regular grodes, or
beeauso thore is o largoer proportion of hamdwork im the spocicl rooms. Those
who are bebtter informed may eriticizo the special clossos becnuse in thom it
costs approximtely three times os much to oducate o child as in the rogulnr
grodes. '

In onswor to these criticisms those who faver the use of
specinl class methed of instruction poirt out thot o dull child is stigmatized
as being dull no matior whoro ho is placed. If he remains in the rogular grades
and f2ils to do sotisfactory worls thore, or is givon assignments vhich diffoer
from those of his classmatos, no onc can prevent it from becoming kmoevm that
ho is “dumb" as tho childron say. There is as much teasdng of defvctive
children vhen thoy arc in tho rogulnr grodos as whon thoy arc in special closs,
Noturc or discasc has stigmrtized thoso childron and plocomont in spoeial eless
doos po moro than to give the dullnoss on official stomp vhich is no moro
consplcuous thin tho unofficial designation. In angwer to the arguments of
porents to tho offoct thet childron do not lecrn as rapidly in speeinl closs,
ono ncads only to point cut that tholr loarning rote is in proportion to their
intolloctual growth, Scholastic achiovemont cen como noarvr to expoctations
in the specinl class on the awverage than in comparable casos in tho rogular
grodes, The criticicm of tho high cost of oducation in speeial classes is
moro difficult to scbtlc. If tho mentally defcetive child is more difficult
to cduoato than the normal or suporior child, thon tho added oxponsc vould
be ymrranted. The higher cost comiot be justified in torms of thoe contribu-
tion that tho defoctive individual mrkos to soccity as comporoed to tho
contribution mndo by the normel child, It might bo shevm (bub has not) that
tho cost of individunlizod cducation givon is justifiablo in torms of prevontion
of depondoncy and dolinquency. The presont high cost of ceducation for the
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montally dofoctivo arisos oubt of the emall sizo of tho spoeial classces,. Piftoon
pupils to tho teacher and room is tho limit whoroeas in Aho roguler grodos,
throe timos this nuwmber arc ofton found in o class., If tho sizo of spocinld
clossos could be inercasod, thon tho cost of instruction could bo doereasod.
The olasscs aro now small in size bocausc the childron arc difficult to manage
and bocauso they vory tromondously in apo, interost ond scholastic achicvoment,
If moro casily manageablo, more homogoncous groups ¢an be gothered, the sizo

of the class can be incronsod without diminishing the offoctivencss of the
instruction, This, I beliovo, can bo dono for, with an adoquateo montal tosting
program at tho begimning of the school 1ifo, all montal def'ectives could bo
seleetod out. This would rosult first in iInerousing the rmumbor of childrem in
the specin] classos in coach school, towm ard eity so that there would de an
opportunity to form merc¢ homogenoous groups from the larger nunbor. Thus in
Minneapolis, for oxanplc, 4250 childron {(occording to Dr. Kuhlmanm's figuros)
would bo awvailablo for sorting into homogonoous groups rathor thon 800 ~s nrc now
Loing coared for in spoecial classos. A& towun of 5000 populntion according to tho
some compubetion would havo approximately 50 candidotos for spoecinl class.
Through this procoduro greator homogoneity could be attnined and con&oqucntly
lcss oxpcndituro for the individual child,

A socond rosult of such a testing progran would bo tho
inprovement in the manageability of the mentally defectlve in school. In my
opinion o largo part of the difficulty exporionced in teoaching the dull child
arises out of the negativistic attitude ho hos adoptod towmrd school as a
rosult of the wmny huniliations and foilurces hoe has cxperienesd there. A child
vho has oxporionced many robuffs and disappointments when ho has dono his bost
to learn soon givos up trying to cooporcto and sperds his time in retaliating
afainst the institubion he feols is punishing hime. Those failuroz, reobuffs
and huniliotions can bo avoidoed if the fagt of nontal doficicney is cstablished
vhon o child first contors scheool and if ho can thon hove work given to him which
he can be succossful in leorning. Imiwedinte placonont in .spocial eloss writh
carly rocognition of rctardation in intollectwal dovelopment will do much to
incroase tho sizo of spocinl c¢lassom, deerocse tho cost of speeial education,
to say nothing of the saving to socloty in provomting the formtion of inforior-
ity foolings and disgruntled, antisoclal (through rotalistion), lazy pors sonality
dovclopments. These conditions arise at the prosont time bocauso in tho prosont
systen o child usunlly spends throe to cight years attompting to compoto trith
o superior greoup beforo ho is rccognizod as o candidetoe for special class. It
is not nocossary, in tho presont stato of affaeirs, to walt until o child ha
oxporioncod many failuros bofore sonding hin inbo speeinl class any morc thmé
it is nmocessary to wait for a pulnoncry homorrhago bofore n parson goos to d
senitarium for tuborculosis or forg poriod of com boforo dinbotis is treatod.
Intelligeonce tusts cro rolinble to such o high degree in prodicting schoel
falluro that spoeinl closs cun bo resorted to carly.

Spcecial classos would bo found to bo necosgsary and possiblo
not anly in tho largor citics vhore thoy aro now usod almest oxclusively, but
0lg0 in smollor tovms ond arons. Vhorover you find o tovm or torritory vhoere
1700 poople 1ive, thoro should bo om tho nverngo, aecording to Dr. RKuhluonnts
figurcs for Mimmesobo, 16 schoel childreon who are cowndidates for a spocial
class, Tho ratter of troamsportition by bus to o speoeial class in the rural
nroas night not be such a formidable undertaking if all of thosc whe noed
spceial class teaching could bo locatod,
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Whoen the propor childron are sclected out and placed in
spoclal closscs, tho noxt problem of tho school becomos ono of providing thon
with tho oducation thoy should have and can profit by. This beconcs o maktor
of detormining the propor curriculum and utilizing tho corroct toehniques,.

I con not spook with any authority on adogunto tcohniquos for the cducation
of montal dofoctives, but rmuch has boon writton on the subjeet strossing the
importoneo of potionce, ropétition, oxplicit dircetion, concrotenoss nnd tho
use of visual cducation and actunl oxporionmeces vwhich the ehildron con live
through, ond tho like,

Tho propor cwrrilculum for moptal dofoctives is not kmoun
today in any cortain torms. A groot stride will have beon mde vhen all thoso
viho aro dofoctive con bo knovm. At the presomt time our roasoning ~nd obsorvie
tions about the adjustmont amd potontinlitics of dcfeetives may be faulby
beeausc wo arc so apt to rocognizo only thoso who £ail in life cnd causc socicty
trouble thoroby. It sooms to mo likoly that vhen a systom of ascertaining and
following all thoso who arce defoetlvo eon bo instituted that wo moy bo surprisod
to so¢ what o lergo proportion arc roally sclf-supporting ond low ablding,
Until wo have o truo eross-scction of memtal dofectives who con bo studiod and
obsorved for vhat thoy aro doing and can do with their lives, we can hardly say
vhet tho content of the curricwulum of special elossos should bo, If tho scheol
wore to bo lod only by whot it con soo in the noental dofoctives who arce clionts
of social agoneics or chorged with offensces in the courts, thorc would scenm to
bc 1ittlo justificntion for an intomsive, oxponsive cducction. At the prosomt
timo the ourriculun for spoeinl elasses is modo up too largoly of matorial
borroviod fro.. orthodox, progressivo, awl institutional ¢dueational preoetices,

A pationnl curriculum for those poople ean bo econstructod only whon it is knovmn
‘whot o mental defective individual can do in lifo and what 1lfe socioby is
going to roquiro hinm to load. The ewrriculum in specinl class cortoinly sheuld
not be high school or colloge proparctory in its dircetion. It should not
ettonpt to proparo for skilled trades cithor, oxcopt vhorc thore is a specinld
ability which rises above the goneral lovol of defuetivencss. In gemeral it
should not bo pointod towmrd fitting for spocinl occupations, for the work
that montal dofoctivos do is scldon complicated enough (according to our best
proscert dmowlodge which may be inadoguoto) to warrant a formal training pericd
awoy from tho actunl job itsclf. '

Thoro arc several things thon that the school con de in
combatinz the conscquonces of mentol defectiveness, l.0., it con sclecet out
all thosc who should bo se¢ c¢lassifiod: it can doternine the proper toechniques
for toaching thon; it con (vhon o foir sample of this group is knovm) proparo
a curriculun which will truly dovolep tho potontialitios of tho individual
within nodifizble limitotions to moct actunl life oxporioncos; and it can
avoid developing or incroasing antisoclol tronds and inforioritby feoelings
vhich sorve as a furthor hondicap.

The school cammot, howovor, be oxpeetod to bring theso
handicappod individunls to o lovel of porfermonce which will allew thon to
compote on cqual terns and in all cases with normal poople. For, as hos
beon suggostod, con the school follow in a social sorvico sonso, individual
nontal dofectives aftor thoy hovo left school, The schoolts function Is and
probably will romnin cducction, and social service support involves :much moro
then thoe word oducaticn would imply. Tho school con ond showld, howover,
obsorve cnough of this group oftor school yoars ond up to the time of donth
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so that it might lmow vhat it wos atbtompting to proparo tho individual to do
and bo, Last of o1l the schocl conmot bo oxpoeted o substitutoe ontiroly for
tho homo troining which is im many casos sorcly lacking., Cortoin rolation-
ships oxd cxperionces cssontial to child firnining conm not be provided in the
school but nmust core in the fomily lifc of tho irdividunl.



