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QUARTERLY CONFERENCE

of the

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF THL
STATE INSTITUTIONS

with the
STATE BOARD O CONTROL
HELD AT THE

COLOXY FOR EFILEPTICS
Cambridge, Minn.

Oct, 6, 1931

«potivities of the Division ot Solilier Welfare”—Wm, T. Kroll,
Director, Soldier Welfare Division, Minnesota State Board of Control.

“What More Can Wce Do with Our Libraries?”—FParrie Jones,
Supervisor, Institution Libraries.

“Epilepsy’-—D. E. MeBroom, M.D., superintendent, Colony far
Epileptics,

““(3raphic Representation of Incidence of Seisures in Epileptic Falients™
— Theodora Wheeler, M.JD., Rochester, Minnesota.

Prasent: Members of the Board—Elanche L. La Du, Chairman; John
Coloman, . J, Swendsen. Supperistendents: {aine, Yanz, Smith, Patter-
son, Kilbourne, Freeman, Murdoch, McBroom, Vevle, Skybprg, Merrill,
Falton, Stewart, Mounahan, Buras, McGregor.

Meeting called to order at 10:43 a. m., RBlanche L. La Du presiding.

Afternoon session, presided over by C. J. Swendsen, was called to
order at 2:15 o'elock.

Adiourned at 4:30 p. m.

Elanche L. L Du, Chairman, State Board of Conirol: It is o pleasurs
to see you all again. It has been =everal months sines we have had a
meeting. The program committee thought you would all be especially
pleased to have an opportunity to visit this Institution. This is the baby,
the pewest of our eighteen state (nstitwtions, Some of you are very
familiar with it: others Xnow very little abouat it; and many have naevar
been here before.

The Colony for Epileptics was opened in 1525, Af that time we had
fust the administration building and one rcottage. Bince that time thae
institution has increasd by the addition of two new cottages, sp that wa
have at the present time a capacity of 460. The institution is flled fo
capacily. .

The grounds here, including the farm, comprise 343 acres, with
abhout 100 acres under cultivation. It is a pretty good farm, and is goiog
to he a better one when it has been improved as it should he,
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We have a small dairy herd.

The value of the buildings, pnot including the buildings that are
being bullt at the present timse, and the persenal property combiged, is
about $340,000.

The last legislature appropriated funds for two new coitages to-

house 100 patients each. They also approprizted money f0r & pew power
plant, The new cottages and the power plant, with repairs, the purchase
of 18 acres of land to give us a larger bullding site, library, and other
expenges, made a total appropriation of $68%,300 granted by the last
legislature for the bhiennial period. ’

The staff consists of Dr. MeBroom, superintendent; Dr. Hedenstrom,
physician, of Cambridze, who comes to the institution dally to look atter
the physical needs of the patlents; Dr. Anderson, of Cambridge, the
dentist; and Mr. Gregory, the steward. Mr. Gregory came from Faribaalt
wilth Mr. Hanna when e rst took over the supervision of this institution.

The institution school comsists of a principal, three teachera of the
grade-school or the lterary work, and two occupational therapists, making
8lx teachers in all. All patients under the zge of eightesn attend school.
Praciically all patisnts have work in the sccupational therapy department.

The religlous services are in charge of the local pastors. Reverend
Henry and Reverend Gustafson sre the pastors who conduct the regualar

services, and Reverend Wey, of Rush City, conducty the services for tha
Catholie patients.

The institution provides the usual amusements for the patients.
You whe are familiar with institutions know about what that would
fnclude. They have a radio; they have their regular parties, soeinl
gatherings, social groups, special days, calebrations, etc.

We hope you will have time to visit every part of the tnatitutfon
to see what Is being done for the people who are being cared for here.

The program committee has a good deal of diffeulty in arranging
a program that will be of inlerest to this group. Your Interests are very
different. You deal with differant groups of people. The committee has
talked over the needs of the varicus institutions a great many times, It
ia not an easy matter to suggest subjects that will be of general interest
to all

We were to have had Governor Olson with us today as one of our
speckers. We arranged cur meeting for September 22 at firat, thinking
be could be with us on that date, but he was not well zt the time and
could not come. 'We changed our program fer & later date, hoping he
would be able to come, Last Saturday ha told us he would be with us
today, but he informed us yesterdazy¥ he could not come. We are dis-
appointed that ho cannot be with us. Those of you who have heard him
would enjoy hearing him apgain, and those who have mot heard him have
something to look forward o, as he is a very Interesting speaker.

The propram committee thought we would have time tor o discussion
of the suhject of epilepsy, which is to he our program for the afternoon,
and also to hear sometking from some of the departmenta supervised by
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the Board of Control. You XKnow we have several depa’,:‘tm(‘uts not ;E;l:;ltei(;
to institutions. For instance, we have the Children’s Eur_eau: w;_ ca :
our bipgest activity outside the gupervision of tha:,i sitatl;e“u:lstltu;iovniq;on
ilitati i f the adult nd, a E
ivision for the rehabilitation and relief o u liv:

?or the parole and deportation of the insane, the Soidier Welfare Divislon,

and others. ) '

We thought that the Division of Soldier Welfare wcu'ld Izr;neg Vyett:r
something in the way of a new interest, something you “out i
glad to koow abeut, The Soldter Welfare Department W'.:lstfffa e O{nt °
legislature of 1523, The Board of Control was authorized Lo apglut e
director and such ass{stants as it deemed neccessary to_ ca”.y L e
intentions of the law relative te this group. Staftord King “dgfoc v
the first director and served umtil he was elected State Auditer. .
Wi, T, Kroll was appointed as hiz successor.

This deparlment doeg much in assisting the Bx-servic_e_ men, I the}t'
have been in service in any way, in either the naval or Fuﬂ:tary :orc;: ion
the United States, they atc entitled te the aid of .{hm 'L!epar TI;l:t e
presenting and establishing claims which ‘they ma? have .agail e
Federa! Government, claims for hospita]izahon., pensions, ad;u‘st ng
pensation, ete. The purpose of the departmént iz ta helz_) them io
their rights because of their connection with the service.

Last year the legislalure appropriated 810,00.{! a %'ear forh.the';.;nrko
years of the biennial period te carry on the administration of t 10500\1 :ml-
and they appropriated $20,000 a year for the twa year:';, or $40, .
the relisf of the ex-service men and their dependent familles,

Mr. Kroll, director of the Soldler Weifare Department, iz golng tt;
speak on the work of his department. Mr. Kr.oll waz .lialson ofﬂ.cer:t:.aon
tioned at Fort Snelling, previnus to hiz promotion to his Dt.'escnt p:}im i t:
Ie is very familiar with all of the work ino conuelc.tion with the eDaTd
ment, and iz esperially gualified for his present pos@mn, EIe was edndci;ser
by the American Leglon, the Veterans of Foreigon Wars, and oths
organizations of the state. Mr. Kroll.
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