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QUARTERLY CONFERENCE 
of the 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF THE 
STATE INSTITUTIONS 

with the 
STATE BOARD OF CONTROL 

HELD AT THE 

COLONY FOR EPILEPTICS 

Cambridge, Minn. 

Oct. 6, 1931 "Activities of the Division of Soldier W e l f a r e " — W m . T. Kroll , 
Director, Soldier Welfare Division, Minnesota State Board of Control. 

"Wha t More Can Ac Do with Our L ib ra r i e s?"—Per r i e Jones, 
Supervisor, Inst i tut ion Libraries. 

"Epilepsy"-—D. E, McBroom, M.D., Super in tendent , Colony for 
Epileptics. 

"Graphic Representat ion of Incidence of Seizures in Epileptic Pa t i en t s " 
—Theodora Wheeler , M.D., Rochester, Minnesota. 

Present : Members of the Board—Blanche L. La Du, Cha i rman; John 
Coleman, C. J. Swendsen. Super in tendents : Caine, Yanz, Smith , Pa t te r ­
son, Kilbourne, Freeman, Murdoch, McBroom, Vevle, Skyberg, Merrill, 
Ful ton, Stewart , Monahan, Burns , McGregor. 

Meeting called to order at 10:45 a. m.f Blanche L. La Du presiding. 

Afternoon session, presided over by c. J. Swendsen, was called to 
order at 2:15 o'clock. 

Adjourned at 4:30 p. m. 

Blanche L. La Du, Chairman, State Board of Control: It is a pleasure 
to see you al l again. It has been several months since we have had a 
meeting. The program committee though t you would all be especially 
pleased to have an opportuni ty to visit this ins t i tu t ion. This is the baby, 
the newest of our eighteen s tate inst i tut ions. Some of you are very 
familiar with it; others know very little about it; and many have never 
been here before. 

The Colony for Epileptics was opened in 1925. At tha t t ime we had 
just the adminis t ra t ion building and one cot tage. Since tha t t ime the 
inst i tut ion has increased by the addit ion of two new cottages, so tha t we 
have a t the present t ime a capacity of 460. The ins t i tu t ion la filled to 
capacity. 

The grounds here , including the farm, comprise 343 acre3, with 
about 100 acres under cult ivation. It is a pret ty good farm, and is going 
to be a bet ter one when it has been improved as it should be. 
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We have a small dairy herd. 

The value of the buildings, not including the buildings tha t are 
being buil t at the present t ime, and the personal property combined, is 
about $840,000. 

The last legislature appropriated funds for two new cottages to 
house 100 patients each. They also appropriated money for a new power 
plant. The new cottages and the power plant, with repairs, the purchase 
of 18 acres of land to give us a larger building site, l ibrary, and other 
expenses, made a total appropriat ion of $689,300 granted by the last 
legislature for the biennial period. 

The staff consists of Dr. McBroom, super intendent ; Dr. Hedenstrom, 
physician, of Cambridge, who comes to the institution daily to look after 
the physical needs of the pat ients ; Dr. Anderson, of Cambridge, the 
dentist ; and Mr. Gregory, the steward. Mr. Gregory came from Far ibaul t 
with Mr. Hanna when he first took over the supervision of this inst i tut ion. 

The inst i tut ion school consists of a principal, three teachers OLE the 
grade-school or the l i terary work, and two occupational therapists , making 
six teachers in all. All patients under the age of eighteen at tend school. 
Practically ail patients have work in the occupational therapy department . 

The religious services are in charge of the local pastors . Reverend 
Henry and Reverend Gustafson are the pastors who conduct the regular 
services, and Reverend Wey, of Rush City, conducts the services for the 
Catholic pat ients . 

The inst i tut ion provides the usual amusements for the patients. 
You who are familiar with inst i tut ions know about what t ha t would 
include. They have a radio; they have their regular part ies, social 
gather ings , social groups, special days, celebrations, etc. 

We hope you will have t ime to visit every part of the insti tution 
to see what is being done for the people who are being cared for here. 

The program committee has a good deal of difficulty in arranging 
a program tha t will be of interest to this group. Your interests a re very 
different. You deal with different groups of people. The committee has 
talked over the needs of the various institutions a great many times. It 
is not an easy mat ter to suggest subjects that will be of general interest 
to all. 

We were to have had Governor Olson with us today as one of our 
speakers . We arranged our meeting for September 22 at first, thinking 
he could be with us on that date, but he was not well at the t ime and 
could not come. We changed our program for a later date, hoping he 
would be able to come, Last Saturday he told us he would be with us 
today, but he informed us yesterday he could not come. We are dis­
appointed tha t he cannot be with us. Those of you who have heard him 
would enjoy hear ing him again, and those who have not heard him have 
something to look forward to, as he is a very Interesting speaker. 

The program committee thought we would have time for a discussion 
of the subject of epilepsy, which is to be our program for the afternoon, 
and also to hear something from some of the depar tments supervised by 
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the Board of Control. You know we have several depar tments not re lated 
to inst i tut ions. For instance, we have the Children's Bureau, which is 
our biggest activity outside the supervision of the state inst i tut ions, a 
division for the rehabi l i ta t ion and relief of the adul t blind, a division 
for the parole and deportat ion of the Insane, the Soldier Welfare Division, 
and others. 

We thought tha t the Division of Soldier Welfare would bring you 
something in the way of a new interest , something you would be very 
glad to know about. The Soldier Welfare Depar tment was created by the 
legis lature of 1923. The Board of Control was author ized to appoint a 
director and such assistants as it deemed necessary to carry out the 
intentions of the law relative to this group. Stafford King was chosen 
the first director and served unti l he was elected State Auditor . Mr. 
Wm. T. Kroll was appointed as his successor. 

This depar tment does much in assisting the ex-service men, If they 
have been in service in any way, in e i ther the naval or mil i tary forces of 
the United States, they are enti t led to the aid of this depar tment in 
presenting and establishing claims which they may have against the 
Federal Government, claims for hospitalization, pensions, adjust ing com­
pensation, etc. The purpose of the depar tment is to help them in securing 
their r ights because of their connection with the service. 

Last year the legislature appropr ia ted $10,000 a year for the two 
years of the biennial period to carry on the adminis t ra t ion of this work, 
and they appropriated $20,000 a year for the two years, or $40,000, for 
the relief of the ex-service men and their dependent families. 

Mr. Krol l , director of the Soldier Welfare Depar tment , is going to 
speak on the work of his depar tment . Mr. Kroll was liaison officer, sta­
tioned at For t Snelling, previous to his promotion to his present position. 
He is very familiar with all of the work in connection with the depar t ­
ment, and is especially qualified for his present position. He was endorsed 
by the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars , and other 
organizations of the s tate . Mr. Kroll . 
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