
 

 

 

John McKnight is Associate Director of the Center for Urban 

Affairs and Professor of Communication Studies and Urban Affairs at 

Northwestern. As both lecturer and consultant he has shared his 

expertise in social service delivery systems, health policy, community 

organization, neighborhood policy and institutional racism with 

community groups, government agencies, foreign governments and 

international agencies. He has also researched and written widely in 

these fields. 

McKnight has been associated with many of the Center's major 

research projects since he joined the organization in 1969. He is 

presently Project Director of the study of Urban Determinants of 

Health which began in 1977. He also directed the Chicago Law 

Enforcement Study Group from 1970 to 1975 when it spun off as an 

autonomous, nonprofit basic and applied research organization. He has 

served as Research Associate on five other projects: community 

health; urban disinvestment and metropolitan government; 

deinstitutionalized child welfare services; police anti-crime programs 

and the effects of the perception of crime upon community responses. 

McKnight serves on the Board of Directors of numerous community 

organizations including, the Better Government Association, Business 

and Professional People for the Public Interest and the People's 

Medical Society. 

Before joining Northwestern, McKnight directed the Midwest office 

of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. 

He is married to Jeri McKnight and has two sons, Scott and 

Jonathon. 



Curriculum Vitae 

JOHN L. MCKNIGHT 

Associate Director 
Center for Urban Affairs & Policy Research 

and 
Professor of Communication Studies and Urban Affairs 

Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS: 

1965-69 Director, Midwest Office, 
United States Commission on Civil Rights 

1963-65 Chief, Midwest Equal Employment Opportunity 
Office, Army Materiel Command 

1960-63 Executive Director, Illinois Division, 
American Civil Liberties Union 

1956-60 Human Relations Officer, 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations 

1953-56 Supply Corps Officer, U.S. Navy 

PUBLICATIONS: 

"The Other America," RESURGENCE, January-February 1983, Volume 13, 
Number 6. 

"On Being a Citizen" in Richard Poethig (ed.) Community Organization. 
Chicago: Institute on the Church in Urban-Industrial Society, 1982. 

"University and Community," RESURGENCE, November-December 1982, 
Volume 13, Number 5. 

"Impoverishment," HEALTH AND MEDICINE, Journal of the Health and 
Medicine Policy Research Group, Summer-Fall 1982, Volume 1, 
Number 3. 

"The Two Views," RESURGENCE, May-June 1982, Volume 13, Number 2. 

"Survival of the Family," INSTITUTIONS, Journal of the National 
Center on Institutions and Alternatives, April 1982, Volume 5, 
Number 4. 

"Health In The Post Medical Era," HEALTH AND MEDICINE, Journal of the 
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group, Winter 1982, Volume 1, 
Number 1. 
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PUBLICATIONS (continued): 

"Prologue" to Partners, Ranae Hanson and John McNamara. Minneapolis, 
MN: Dayton Hudson Foundation, 1981. 

"The University Consortium for Neighborhood Research and Development: 
A Prospectus," Neighborhood Research Issues in the 1980's, Evanston, 
Illinois: Northwestern University Center for Urban Affairs and 
Policy Research, 1981. 

"Structural Disinvestment: A Problem in Search of a Policy," John 
McKnight et.al.,n Robert E. Friedman (ed.) Expanding the 
Opportunity to Produce. Washington, D.C.: The Corporation for 
Enterprise Development, 1981. 

"Politicizing Health Care," in Peter Conrad and Rochelle Kern (eds.) 
The Sociology of Health and Illness. New York: St. Martins Press, 
1981. 

"Service Growth Changing Society," CHICAGO TRIBUNE, Perspective 
Section, January 2, 1981. 

"Neighborhood Organization, Community Development and the Assumption 
of Scarcity," in Paula Dubeck and Zane L. Miller (eds.) Urban 
Professionals and the Future of the Metropolis. Port Washington, NY: 
Kennicat Press, 1980. 

"Institutions for Neighborhood Self Development" (with L. Masotti, S. 
Hallett and F. DuBow) in David Morley, Stuart Proudfoot and Robert 
Burns (eds.) Making Cities Work. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1980. 

"A Nation of Clients?" PUBLIC WELFARE, Volume 38, Number 4, Fall 
1980. 

"Cities' Futures in a Service Economy," THE JOURNAL OF INTERGROUP 
RELATIONS, Volume 8, Number 3, Autumn 1980. 

"Are We Really Interested in Health, or Is Medical Care More 
Important?" Proceedings of the National Conference on Community 
Health and the Hospital, Montefiore Hospital and Medical Center, 
1979. 

"The Economy of Work: Race, Cities and Services," CHICAGO URBAN 
LEAGUE RESEARCH NOTES, Volume 1, Number 1. 

"The Professional Problem," INSTITUTIONS, Journal of the National 
Center on Institutions and Alternatives, September 1979, Volume 2, 
Number 9; GRANTSMANSHIP CENTER NEWS, January-February 1981, Volume 9, 
Number 1; THE LEARNING CONNECTION, Journal of the Free University 
Network, Winter 1981, Volume 2, Number 1; RESURGENCE, March-April 
1980, Volume 11, Number 1. 
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PUBLICATIONS (continued): 

"Making Age A Profitable Problem," Perspective page, CHICAGO TRIBUNE, 
July 23, 1979. 

"Old Isn't a Problem," CO-EVOLUTION QUARTERLY, Summer, 1979; WITNESS, 
May 1980, Volume 63, Number 5. 

"Die Unheimlich Bediente Gescellschaft," DIE ZEIT, February 9, 1979. 

"The Need for Oldness," ST. CROIX REVIEW, February 1979, Volume 12, 
Number 1; special publication of the National Center for Action on 
Institutions and Alternatives, 1979; QUARTERLY, Ontario Association 
of Homes for the Aged, August 1979, Volume 15, Number 3; RESURGENCE, 
July-August 1979, Volume 10, Number 2, THE FRYING PAN, September 
1979; ISSUES FOR THE DOMESTIC CHURCH, Catholic Charities of Chicago, 
1978. 

"Politicizing Health Care," SOCIAL POLICY, November-December 1978, 
Volume 9, Number 3. 

"Big Brother In the Box," NEW ECOLOGIST, (with Andrew Gordon, 
et.al.), September-October 1978. 

"Something New: Limited Horizons," CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, March 6, 1978. 

"Medical Colonialism," RESURGENCE, November-December 1978, Volume 9, 
Number 5. 

"Organizing for Community Health," SCIENCE FOR THE PEOPLE, 
November-December 1978, Volume 10, Number 6. 

Disabling Professions, John McKnight et.al. London: Marion Boyars 
Inc., 1978. 

Published in Dutch as De Deskundge: Vriend of Vijand, Het 
Wereldvenster Baarn, 1978. 

Published in Italian as Le Professioni Mutilanti, Cittadella 
Editrice, 1978. 

"A Cancerous Health Development: The Case of American Medicine," 
DEVELOPMENT DIALOGUE, Journal of the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, 
1978:1. 

"Community Health In A Chicago Slum" DEVELOPMENT DIALOGUE, Journal of 
the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, 1978:1; HEALTH/PAC BULLETIN, 
July-August 1980, Volume 11, Number 6. 

"The Politics of Medicine," THE NEW ECOLOGIST, Journal of the Post 
Industrial Age, July-August, 1978. 

"Good Work and Good Works," Op Ed Page, NEW YORK TIMES, November 16, 
1977; JOURNAL OF PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT, Spring 1978, Volume 4, Number 
3; CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, October 7, 1977, pp. 13; NORTHWESTERN 
UNIVERSITY MEMORANDUM, May-June 1978. 
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PUBLICATIONS (continued): 

"The Medicalization of Politics," THE NEW PHYSICIAN, Journal of the 
American Medical Student Association, January 1978, Volume 27, 
Number 1. 

"Servicios Professionalizados y Ayuda Inhabilitante," translated by 
Alberto Matin Baro, TECHNO-POLITICA, CIDOC Dossier, 1978. 

"Le Professionalisme Dans Les Services: Un Secours Abrutissant," 
SOCIOLOGIE ET SOCIETIES, April 1977, Volume 9, Number 1. 

"The Professional Service Business," SOCIAL POLICY, November-December 
1977, Volume 8, Number 3; in Lenore Borzak (ed.) Field Study. 
Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Publications, 1981; in Alan Gartner, Colin 
Greer, Frank Riessman (ed.) Consumer Education in the Human Services. 
New York, Pergamon Press, 1979. 

"Valuable Deficiencies," CO-EVOLUTION QUARTERLY, Fall 1977, Issues 
15; FUTURES CONDITIONAL, Northwest Regional Foundation, November 
1977, Volume 5, Number 3; ALTERNATIVES, Trent University, Spring 
1979, Volume 8, Number 2. 

"The Medicalization of Politics" in Medizin Statt Gesundheit. 
Zurich: Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute, 1975; CHRISTIAN CENTURY, 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1975. 

"Hospitals Must Change Their Image," HOSPITALS, Journal of the 
American Hospital Association, May 16, 1975, Volume 49, Number 10. 

"Beyond Need: Toward a Serviced Society," (with Andrew Gordon, 
et.al), in L. Basaglia (ed.) The Crimes of Peace. Turin: New 
Politechnic, 1975. 

"National Health Insurance and the People's Health," (with Ivan 
Illich and Robert Mendelsohn), JOURNAL OF CLINICAL PEDIATRICS, June 
1973, Volume 12, Number 6; VIEWPOINTS, Journal of the Social Concerns 
Coordinating Committee, American Lutheran Church, 1978. 

"Attitudes of Chicago Suburban Influentials Toward the Prospect of 
Low and Moderate Income Housing in Their Communities," (with Charles 
R. Berger and Michael H. Cohen), Center for Urban Affairs and Policy 
Research, Northwestern University, 1973. 

"Race and Class Differences in Per Pupil Staffing Expenditures in 
Chicago Elementary Schools," (with Richard Berk and Raymond Mack), 
Center for Urban Affairs and Policy Research, Northwestern 
University, 1971. 

"Government and Educational Equality," TOWARD A MODEL OF RELEVANT 
INCLUSION, Center for Inner City Studies, Northeastern Illinois State 
College, 1969. 
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PUBLICATIONS (continued): 

"Community Action," in Eli Ginzberg (ed.) Business Leadership and the 
Negro Crisis. Sew York: McGraw Hill, 1968. 

"Housing Programs and Discrimination," in Sol Tax (ed.) The People 
vs. the System. Chicago: Acme Press, 1968. 

"Destiny Control and Ghetto Progress," THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIGEST, U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, September 1967. 

Research Project Director for the Chicago Law Enforcement Study Group 
directing the following studies published by the Center for Urban Affairs and 
Policy Research, Northwestern University: 

"Discretion and Juvenile Justice," Ralph Knoohuizen and Sheldon 
Zenner, 1975. 

"Women in Police Work in Chicago," Ralph Knoohuizen, 1974. 

"The Question of Police Discipline in Chicago: An Analysis of the 
Proposed Office of Professional Standards," Ralph Knoohuizen, 1974. 

"Public Access to Police Information in Chicago," Ralph Knoohuizen, 
1974. 

"The Chicago Police Board," Ralph Knoohuizen, 1973. 

"The Selection and Hiring of Chicago Policemen," Ralph Knoohuizen and 
William Bailey, 1973. 

"The Police and Their Use of Fatal Force in Chicago," Deborah J. 
Palmer, Ralph Knoohuizen and Andrew C. Gordon, 1972. 

"An Inquest on the Cook County Coroner," Richard P. Fahey and Deborah 
J. Palmer, 1971. 

"Legal Materials on Police Misconduct and Civil Damage Actions in the 
Federal Courts," Ralph Knoohuizen, Thomas R. Meites and Deborah J. 
Palmer, 1972. 

"The Chicago Police Department: Access to Information, Personnel 
Practices and Internal Control — A Review of Major Reports," Barbara 
Caulfield, 1972. 

"Trial of Juveniles as Adults Under the Illinois Criminal Code," 
Shelley Mercer and Richard P. Fahey, 1971. 

"Release on Bond and Legal Representatives of Criminal Defendants 
Arrested in Evanston, Illinois During 1970," Shelley Mercer, Andrew 
Gordon and Richard Fahey, 1971. 

"The Administration of Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 
Grants in Illinois, 1960-70," Scott Lassar, 1971. 
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RESEARCH ACTIVITIES: 

Project Director, Chicago Law Enforcement Study Group, Center for 
Urban Affairs and Policy Research, Northwestern University, 
1970-1975. 

Co-director (with Louis Masotti) of the Evanston Project, a study of 
social and public service systems in Evanston, Illinois, 1972. 

Research Associate, study of publicly sponsored racially and 
economically integrated housing, Illinois Housing Development 
Authority, (with Andrew Gordon), 1972. 

Co-Director, study of determinants of community health, 1973-present. 

Research Associate, study of urban disinvestment and metropolitan 
development (with Leonard Rubinowitz), 1973-1975. 

Research Associate, evaluation of deinstitutionalized child welfare 
services (with Andrew Gordon), 1973-1976. 

Research Associate, study of doctor-patient interactions, Evanston 
Hospital Ambulatory Pediatrics Clinic (with Paul Arntson), 1975. 

Research Associate, study of efficacy of police anti-crime programs 
(with Fredric DuBow), 1974-1975. 

Research Associate, study of the effects of the perception of crime 
upon community responses (with Fredric DuBow) , 1975. 

Research Associate, study of tools and society (with Stan Hallett), 
1974-78. 

Principal Investigator, study of the causes and prevention of 
Epilepsy among urban populations, 1977 to present. 

Go-Principal Investigator (with Andrew Gordon), Computers for People 
Project, 1981-present. 

Principal Investigator, study of environmental determinants of 
neighborhood health status, 1981-present. 



COMMUNITY AFFILIATIONS: 

Member, Board of Directors: 

Better Government Association 
Business and Professional People for the Public Interest 
Health and Medicine Policy Research Group 
National Center for Neighborhood Enterprise 
People's Medical Society 
Woodstock Institute 

Member, Committees: 

Research Advisory Committee, Chicago Urban League 
Research Advisory Committee, Latino Institute 
National Advisory Committee, E.F. Schumacher Society 

PERSONAL: 

Date of Birth: November 22, 1931 (Marion, Ohio) 

Marital Status: Married to Jeri Jensen McKnight 
Two children: (Scott and Jonathon) 

Home Address: 427 Greenleaf 
Evanston, Illinois 60202 (312) 864-8633 

Education: Northwestern University, B.S. (Public Address 
and Group Communication) 1953 


