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SR Ma.ca.lesber the other day about bed capa.c:.t:.es.

. these surveys were carried out a long time ago, but on the other hand, scme of

I regard as a potentially dangerous trend in some of the discussion now going on. .

= at the hosp:.tals for il the retarded
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I have “your note of June 7, 1965, end T recall your spesk o me over ab

The i‘:x.gures are as follows°

. ‘Health Dept. -_ Average daily popula.tn.on"_'f.: : :
Bed Ce.pacity* Mav, 196 5,

. Anoka State Hospital . 922 796 «" - 7,&7; o
" Pergus Falls State Hospital 1452”«* N L o B ¥
- Hastings State Hospital - R A (2‘1‘;_,
-~ _Moose Leke State Hospital ' 9RO e 8L o
ochester State Hospital = - v _1256 oo gb2
St. Peter State Hospltal V1769 - o 21315 ,
<o Securdty Hospital . S R0 s e s
’ '=,~.v*‘Wll1mar State Hospn.‘bal BIOE S e SRR 861 . Y i/ N
o TO}ALJ e ' }};] 7?“"8045_ U gL
(The followmg i‘:.gures from Fra,nces Ames)’f ; _ ' ‘
" FParibault State School and Hospital 2273 L 200 EE
- ... Cambridge State School.and Hospital .~ = ~ 1660 = . . . 1722 +121+ at LO»*"
© Brainerd State School and Hosp:.tal o AE32 1232

AR R - - B 5‘4(,3 avamfa 2??
‘¢ ¥Based on 60 squa.re feet of domu.tox-y snace per bed e : s
o **Unchanged smce 1956 or before I R P \[“L" g 700 T“’\" i1 h“‘

_#96% Lake Owasso ’

I am frankly very hazy about the vaJ_'Ld:.ty of t.hese figures. I 'bhink some of

them are reasonably current. I think I have expressed myself to you about what"f"

That is, one hears a lot of reference to "empty beds in the mental hospitals? A

, as if there is row after row of beds standing vacant. What I think these figures BT L

- show is that the hospitals for the mentally ill have at last reduced their SRERRIUS RS b

_ populations to the point which could be viewed as reasonadle.’ As you know from O

" the Brainerd retreat meeting, I _am in favor of a realistic and, if you_ l:.ke, ’

" seientific approach to this problem of how to make ’che bes’c use of space in the il
¥igntal hospitals as it becomes avalIabIe s and at “the “same tJ.me Telieve overcrowdlng ST
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