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GROOP HCX'£ COt'NEIlTWi
Response was so positive last year

that a second group home convention will
be held April 3, 1984, at the Sheraton
Southfield Hotel.

The theme of this year's convention
is, "Personal Best: Enhancing Your
Impact As Direct Care Staff. II Jerry
Provencal. director of MORC and Wayne
Community Living Services. will give the
keynote address.

The convention will run from 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. The guest luncheon speak
er will be Quarterback Eric Hipple of
the Detroit lions.

There will be seven concurrent
workshops during the day. Back by popu
lar demand is Lynn E. Medow, assistant
director of the Jewish Association for
Retarded Citizens with "Bitch. Bitch,
Bitch--The Art of Creative Complaining."
Ruth Ann Zeigler. MSW, director of Spe
cial Projects, Macomb County Community
College, will present, IIYou've Only Just
Begun," a' workshop to help you recognize
skills you are acquiring that will en
hance your life, further your goals, and
give you some pointers on how to set
goals and plan for your future.

Russell Reeves, Ph.D. Candidate,
program director, Michigan Services for
the Developmentally Disabled, will pre
sent, "Hopeless But Not Helpless: Coping
With Distress, II a summary of methods for
handl ing daily distress; Jerry Jones,
ACSW, social worker, Warren Consolidated
School s, "How to Defeat Self Defeating
Behavior, II a prescription for getting
yourself out of the rut;

John McCaffrey, residential program
supervisor, the Jewish Association for
Retarded Citizens, "Winning An Oscar~

How To Make Sure Your Perfonnance Is
Recognized! II and George Ault, pastor,
Zion United Church of Christ, "Is Any
body Listening?tI addressing listening as
a communication skill. There will be a
Film Festival showing "A Different Ap
proach" and "Transitions. 1I

Registration deadline is March 27,
1984. For group home direct care em
ployees and home managers attendance is
free. Registration fee for MORC group
home administrators and MaRC employees
is $15. For all others, the fee is $25.
For more infonmation, contact Ron Corne
l ison at MORC.
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Bl.AI'CHAR!J SIGNS EARLY REflREMENT BILLS

Two measures which could save the
state as much as $60 million by encour
aging 1,500 to 2,000 state Civil Service
employees to take early retirement were
signed into law by Governor Blanchard
recently. HB 4644 and HB 4613 (PAs 2
and 3 respectively, both immedjate ef~

fect) will play an important role in the
state's effort to reduce its size and
cut its costs, Blanchard said at a
bill signing ceremony.

Blanchard also said he had not
seen SCR 553 which would overturn the 5
percent pay increase granted state work
ers by the Civil Service Commission and
took no position. But, he said, the in
crease was "the product of the collec
tive bargaining process. and you're ask
ing fewer people to do more."

In hi s 1984 Sta te of the Sta te Mes
sage. Governor Blanchard established
goals for serving developmentally dis
abled persons in Michigan. The following
statements are excerpted from the State
of the State message:

Efforts must also continue to pro
vide services to children requiring out
of-home placement in the 11Vst appropri
ate and least res'trictive nunne2" which
supports their growth and development.
I am instructing the Hwrun Services Cab
inet to coordinate these efforts so t1ut
we can set a grol that by the end of
1986 no developmentally disab"Led child
will be institutionalized.

While we have provided for the
needs of developmentally disabled child
ren and young aduUs through special
education programs and the recent family
support initiative8~ too little has been
done for these peX'sons after they a1'e 25
years old. Developmentally disaUed
adu Us living at home also need family
support services as wen as daytime rec
reatiora"l" social and vocational pro
gJ'ams. Cu.rrently~ some 1~500 develop
mentally disabled adults living at home
are on waiting "lists for social serv
iaes. I propose tlw goal of eliminating
these waiting lists by 1985.

PRCPQSI\LS SEEK LOCAL mlTROL
Fffi GRClJP fU'1E SITE SELECTION

A package of bills which would give
local communities control over site se
lection for group homes has been intro
duced in the Michigan House of Repre
sentatives. The proposals, House Bills
5070, 5071, and 5072, would amend Michi
gan zoning laws and permit municipalit
ies to recommend specific sites for
group homes to state departments. The
state placement agency would be required
to locate proposed homes on sites se
lected from those recommended by the
local municipalities.

When a municipality fails to recom
mend an appropriate site, the state
agency would be allowed to identify a
suitable site without local approval.

The proposals also require the
local municipality to hold a public in
formation session for all persons resid~

ing within 1500 feet of a site being
considered for recommendation to the
state.

House Bills 5070, 5071 and 5072
were introduced by Rep. William J. Runco
(R-Dearborn) and Rep. Richard A. Young
(D-Dearborn Hei9hts). The Bills are
currently in the Committee on Mental
Health. The Department of Mental Health
is opposed to the proposals.

(The last two stories were submit
ted by Ken Stockton of Wayne Community
Living Services.)
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Ui<.lUaan /lOW 1= a IlW Lobby~ng Act
which bWtme e66ec.t.ive ]aYWAJty I, 1984.
Unde/l. the New Act ""ny OItgarn.zatu"lA and
b,u.v.i.d.<uLtl, w<.U 6a..U undeJl the deMrn.
.ti.on.l 06 £.obby.wt and .tobby.rng agent and
w.iU. be Ilequ.iJr.ed to Ileg.wteJl with the
.to..te unde/l. pe""Uy 06 taw. 16 you have
any qu....uon.l IlegaJtd.&tg the New Lobby.iJIg
Act, con.tact the ARC/OC 0It Su.6an CfuIlk,
Vept. Hl!J1d 06 the M.ich. Lob6yVts Reg.ih
:/:IuLtWn and Commurn.ca.t.Wn Un«:, a.t (517)
373-7655.


