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Agency Purpose
he Minnesota Board of Dietetics and Nutrition
Practice was created 1995 and is mandated by
Minnesota Statutes 148.621 – 148.633 and

Minnesota Rules, chapter 3250 to protect the public
through the regulation of dietitians and nutritionists in the
state of Minnesota. Regulation is accomplished through
initial licensure examination, annual license renewal and
required continuing education requirements.

The mission of the board is:
♦ promoting the public’s interest in receiving quality

dietetic and nutrition services from competent dietitians
and nutritionists;

♦ protecting the public by ensuring that all licensed
dietitians and nutritionists meet the educational and
practical requirements specified in law; and

♦ protecting the public by setting standards for quality
dietetic and nutrition services.

Core Functions
The board fulfills its mission by:
♦ reviewing and approving examination standards to insure knowledge of applicants for licensure as dietitians

and nutritionists;
♦ reviewing of continuing education required to maintain knowledge for the safe practice of dietetics and

nutrition;
♦ managing complaints alleging violation of board statutes and rules through initial committee review, thorough

investigation, and disciplinary conferences with licensees to determine whether legal action against a dietitian
or nutritionist is warranted; and

♦ providing accurate information about licensure requirements, standards of practice and disciplinary process to
the public, licensees, and other interested parties.

Operations
♦ The board is comprised of seven individuals appointed by the governor, of which two are licensed dietitians

and two are licensed nutritionists.
♦ The board serves consumers, licensed dietitians, licensed nutritionists, applicants for licensure, other

governmental agencies, third party payers and sponsors of continuing education courses. Services are
delivered through direct communication (telephone, mail, e-mail, and in-person).

♦ The Board’s Education Committee reviews programs for maintenance of knowledge in the area of dietetics
and nutrition practice.

Key Goals
♦ Maintain excellence in the regulation of dietetic and nutrition care.
♦ Increase use of online license renewal by licensees.
♦ Implement an online application service in 2009.

Key Measures
♦ Public protection – the board’s website offers several services to the public including viewing disciplinary

orders, access to information on complaint process and obtaining forms and information regarding how to file
a complaint, and viewing individual licensee disciplinary history.

♦ Online services – the board offers license verification, address and contact information changes, license
renewals, information for licensees.

At A Glance

Minnesota Board of Dietetics and Nutrition Practice
Statistics

FY 2008 – 2009

Board members: Seven, including two licensed
dietitians, two licensed nutritionists, and three
public members, appointed by the governor.

New licenses issued: 113
Dietitian - 113
Nutritionist - 0

Total Licensed: 1,081
Dietitian - 1,020
Nutritionist - 61

T



Background

DIETETICS & NUTRITION PRACTICE Agency Profile

State of Minnesota Page 3 2010-11 Biennial Budget
Background 1/27/2009

♦ Licenses will be issued to applicants monthly allowing applicants to accept dietetic/nutrition employment
opportunities in a timely manner.

♦ New online service for licensure applications added this biennium, with a goal of 30% of all applications
completed online.

♦ Public information – the board offers a public website, newsletters, presentations, public outreach, brochures,
and real people answering the phone during business hours.

Budget
Total direct and indirect expenditures for FY 2008-09 are estimated to be $308,000, which includes 0.75 FTE
employees. Direct expenditures include salaries, rent and other operating expenditures. The board receives a
direct appropriation for these costs. Indirect expenditures include costs of services received by the Attorney
General’s Office, Health Professional Services Program, and the Administrative Services Unit. The board is
responsible for collecting sufficient revenue to cover both direct and indirect expenditures.

The board is estimated to collect $156,000 in FY 2008-09, which is deposited as non-dedicated revenue into the
state government special revenue fund. Revenue is collected from fees charged to applicants, licensees, and
sponsors of continuing education programs.

Contact

Minnesota Board of Dietetics and Nutrition Practice
2829 University Avenue Southeast, Suite 555

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

The website at: http://www.dieteticsnutritionboard.state.mn.us/ gives visitors easy access to
useful information.

Email: board.dietetics-nutrition@state.mn.us

Laurie Mickelson, Executive Director
Email: laurie.mickelson@state.mn.us
Phone: (651) 201-2764
Fax: (651) 201-2763
TDD: (612) 297-5353 or 1-800-627-3529

http://www.dieteticsnutritionboard.state.mn.us/
mailto:board.dietetics-nutrition@state.mn.us
mailto:laurie.mickelson@state.mn.us
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Direct Appropriations by Fund
State Government Spec Revenue

Current Appropriation 103 119 119 119 238
Recommended 103 119 105 105 210

Change 0 (14) (14) (28)
% Biennial Change from 2008-09 -5.4%

Expenditures by Fund
Carry Forward

State Government Spec Revenue 0 39 0 0 0
Direct Appropriations

State Government Spec Revenue 74 148 105 105 210
Open Appropriations

State Government Spec Revenue 7 7 7 7 14
Total 81 194 112 112 224

Expenditures by Category
Total Compensation 60 77 65 67 132
Other Operating Expenses 21 117 47 45 92
Total 81 194 112 112 224

Expenditures by Program
Dietetics & Nutrition Bd. 81 194 112 112 224
Total 81 194 112 112 224

Full-Time Equivalents (FTE) 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
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Fund: STATE GOVERNMENT SPEC REVENUE
FY 2009 Appropriations 119 119 119 238

Technical Adjustments
One-time Appropriations (14) (14) (28)

Subtotal - Forecast Base 119 105 105 210
Total Governor's Recommendations 119 105 105 210

Fund: STATE GOVERNMENT SPEC REVENUE
Planned Open Spending 7 7 7 14
Total Governor's Recommendations 7 7 7 14

Fund: STATE GOVERNMENT SPEC REVENUE
Planned Statutory Spending 39 0 0 0
Total Governor's Recommendations 39 0 0 0

Revenue Change Items
Fund: STATE GOVERNMENT SPEC REVENUE

Change Items
Fee Reduction 0 (39) (39) (78)
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Fiscal Impact ($000s) FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

General Fund
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0
Revenues 0 0 0 0

State Government Special
Revenue Fund

Expenditures 0 0 0 0
Revenues (39) (39) (39) (39)

Net Fiscal Impact $39 $39 $39 $39

Recommendation
The Governor recommends that the Board of Dietetics and Nutrition Practice fees be reduced in the amounts of
$39,000 in FY 2010 and $39,000 in FY 2011. This is a continuation of a temporary fee reduction approved in
2005 that will sunset June 30, 2009. Agency revenues based on the current fee structure are projected at
$119,000. Under the recommended change revenues are projected at $80,000, which is a decrease totaling
$39,000. The Board’s fees should be changed to comply with the M.S. 16A.1285, subdivision 2 provision that
revenues must be set at a level that neither significantly over recovers nor under recovers all costs in providing
the services. Although the Revisor’s Office has advised the agency that they have the authority to make this fee
reduction under M.S. 16A.1283(c), the Governor includes this recommendation in his budget to be consistent with
other proposed fee changes.

Background
The Board of Dietetics and Nutrition Practice, like the other health-related licensing boards, is a fee-supported
agency that receives no general fund dollars. While the legislature approves the Board’s appropriation levels, the
fees assessed to the various licensees of the agency cover all of the agency’s direct and indirect expenditures.

The Board’s revenues are derived entirely from applicants, licensees, and other miscellaneous services. After
initially setting fees for Board services in 1995, the Board experienced an annual increase to the Board’s
accumulated balance. Through the Administrative Rules Process, the annual license renewal fee was reduced in
1997, 1998, and 2000 from the initial amount of $150 to $75. In 2005 the Legislature approved a temporary
reduction in the annual license renewal fee to $45. Even with the fee reduction, the Board’s surplus continued to
increase. The temporary fee reduction approved in 2005 will sunset June 30, 2009. Without action by the
Legislature to approve a fee reduction during the 2009 session, the Board’s annual license renewal fee will revert
back to the higher fee of $75.

Even with the temporary fee reduction there has been minimal decrease in the Board’s accumulated surplus
during the previous three fiscal years and the Board does not expect a substantial decrease in fiscal year 2009.
This has occurred because the number of licensees and applicants continue to gradually increase. In addition,
expenditures have decreased in licensure, compliance and administrative operations due to effective fiscal
management, increased usage of online services, and continued streamlining of operations and processes.

Relationship to Base Budget
The change required will gradually reduce the Board’s accumulated surplus while not having an impact on the
Board’s expenditures. All fees collected by the board must cover the costs of operation including the cost of the
Administrative Services Unit, the Attorney General’s Office, the Health Professional Services Program, and
statewide indirect costs. The Board’s ability to offer services to the licensees, applicants and Minnesota residents
will not be jeopardized.

The June 30, 2009, sunset of reduced fees applies to the Board’s renewal fees and renewal late fees. The table
below reflects the current reduction to primary renewal fees at the 40% rate which would be continued under the
Governor’s recommendation.

The table listed below identifies:
♦ A list of all fees that will be changing – the name and current statute
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♦ The current amount of all fees that will be changing
♦ The current anticipated revenue collected each fiscal year
♦ The proposed percent of the fee change
♦ The proposed amount of each fee
♦ The total number anticipated to pay under the proposed changes
♦ The new proposed anticipated revenue
♦ The difference in revenue

CURRENT FEE INFORMATION
7/1/2009

PROPOSED NEW FEE INFORMATION
7/1/2009

Fee Name Statute Current
Fee

Amount

Current
FY 2008-09
Anticipated

Revenue
Budget

each year

Proposed
% of the

Fee
Change -

Reduction

Proposed
New Fee
Amount

Number
Paying

under new
proposals

Proposed
FY 2010-11
Anticipated

Revenue
Budget

each year

Difference
in Revenue
anticipated

to be
collected

D&NP Annual Renewal
Fee

M.R. 3250.0050 $75.00 $93,750 40% $45.00 1,250 $56,250 ($37,500)

D&NP Late Renewal
Penalty Fee

M.R. 3250.0050 $37.50 $1,688 40% $22.50 45 $1,013 ($675)

D&NP Reinstatement
Fee

M.R. 3250.0150 $137.50 $1,100 33% $92.50 8 $740 ($360)

Total $96,538 $58,003 ($38,535)

Key Goals and Measures
The Board will monitor revenues and expenditures closely to ensure that deficit spending does not occur in the
near future. The Board will also monitor and assess the phased reduction of the surplus to ensure that the budget
could absorb an unanticipated expense, such as a contested case hearing.

The fee reduction will also fulfill broader goals and measures which include compliance with the Board’s mandate
to simplify, streamline and cut costs. This strategy also ensures compliance with state policy that revenues should
closely match expenditures.

The recommended fee change will allow the Board to remain fiscally responsible while continuing to fulfill its
mission of ensuring public protection to the residents of Minnesota.

Alternatives Considered
Without a fee change, the Board would not be able to comply with state law that requires that revenues should
closely match expenditures and the Board would continue to run a significant surplus. Other options, such as a
rebate on fees already paid, would be difficult to structure and implement.

Statutory Change : None
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Non Dedicated Revenue:
Departmental Earnings:

State Government Spec Revenue 81 75 80 80 160
Total Non-Dedicated Receipts 81 75 80 80 160

Dedicated Receipts:
Total Dedicated Receipts 0 0 0 0 0

Agency Total Revenue 81 75 80 80 160
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