
Segway - 
Simply Moving

Segway for Individuals

The Segway PT: An Overview
 

The Unveiling 
When Dean Kamen unveiled the Segway® Personal Transporter 
(PT) on ABC's Good Morning America, he described the machine 
as "the world's first self-balancing human transporter." When 
you look at the machine in motion, you get an idea of what he's 
talking about. Unlike a car, the Segway PT only has two wheels, 
yet it manages to balance on its own.

How it Works 

The Segway PT senses the lean of the rider with the assistance of five micro-machined angular rate sensors and two accelerometers that sense the angle of the 

PT, with respect to gravity, at 100 times per second. It balances the rider by applying forces to the ground in the direction of the lean. If you lean forward the PT 

applies motor torque to the wheel to push it forward, bring you upright and balance you. When you lean back, it applies reverse torque to slow you down and 

balance you accordingly. You get the sense of power and speed, yet you also feel a sense of control. It all feels natural, intelligent and safe.

Email this page

Find a Dealer or Distributor Guided Tours
Contact Us 

 

●     Individual ●     Business ●     Patrol ●     Tours ●     Robotics ●     About Segway

●     Support

The Segway PT: An Overview

http://www.segway.com/individual/learn-how-works.php (1 of 4) [1/23/2013 12:37:48 PM]Arch
ive

d C
op

y a
s o

f 1
/23

/20
13

http://www.segway.com/index.php
http://www.segway.com/index.php

http://www.segway.com/includes/email-a-friend.php?keepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=559&width=907
http://www.segway.com/locator?m=tours
http://www.segway.com/about-segway/contact-us.php
http://www.segway.com/individual/index.php
http://www.segway.com/business/index.php
http://www.segway.com/patrol/index.php
http://www.segway.com/tours
http://rmp.segway.com/
http://www.segway.com/about-segway/index.php
http://www.segway.com/support/index.php


The Segway PT: An Overview

What it Can Do 

The Segway PT can take you places that a car or bicycle can't - including inside many stores, office buildings, businesses, airports, elevators and trains. Although 

they're ideal for short jaunts, Segway PTs can travel as far as 24 miles/38 km on a single battery charge, depending on terrain, payload and riding style.

It's ahead of its time 

Like any invention that's ahead of its time, the Segway PT is often misunderstood. The gleeful smiles of Segway PT riders may have created an impression that it 

is ...well...a toy . But make no mistake. While a Segway PT is incredibly fun to ride, it is serious transportation designed for today's world.
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SegwaySafety.com

Segway PT safety videos, operating 

manuals and other materials in one 

location.
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Eco-friendly

Find out how Segway PT's can help 

reduce pollution.

Learn more

FAQ

See our frequently asked questions.

FAQs

Learn how dynamic stabilization 
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