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Impacts of Economic Downturn 
on Forest Management in 

Minnesota

Dave Epperly, Director

Division of Forestry

Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources

Public Agency Impacts

• State of Minnesota timber sale program
• County timber sale programs
• National Forest timber sale programs

MN DNR Stumpage Permit Forfeits Value Loss, 2005-2007
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ORIGINAL VALUE ($) $15,999,903 $6,734,584 $970,063

RESOLD VALUE ($) $6,364,970 $1,536,515 $584,680

RETAINED $ ORIG SALES $1,144,300.00 $643,881.00 $43,851.00

ORIGINAL VALUE ($/CD) $60.04 $62.40 $38.99

RESOLD VALUE ($/CD) $23.01 $23.62 $23.50

Relief Forfeits Sold Other Forfeits Relief Forfeits Unsold

Original Sold Value = $23.7 million
Est. Resold Value = $8.5 million
Original Sold Value/Cord = $59.36
Est. Resold Value/Cord = $23.15
Est. Revenue Foregone = $12.6 million    

Impacts to the State Timber Sale Program
MN Counties Stumpage Permit Value Loss, 2005-2007
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ORIGINAL VALUE ($) $1,002,785 $921,342 $2,430,631 $286,692 $967,346 $3,993,710 $1,411,026 $311,536 $11,563,64

EST VALUE @ 100% RESALE $452,670 $467,113 $1,092,321 $161,681 $366,295 $1,303,460 $694,705 $149,674 $4,176,122 

RETAINED $ ORIG SALES $148,169 $75,488 $287,781 $21,906 $74,837 $334,871 $93,000 $16,518 $706,858 

ORIGINAL VALUE ($/CD) $63.40 $60.05 $63.64 $47.86 $61.74 $66.89 $53.79 $35.73 $62.81 

RESOLD VALUE ($/CD) $28.62 $30.44 $28.60 $26.99 $23.38 $21.83 $26.48 $17.16 $22.68 

AITKIN BELTRAMI CASS CLEAR 
WATER

CROW 
WING ITASCA KOOCH 

ICHING LAKE ST. LOUIS

Original Sold Value = $22.9 million
Est. Resold Value = $8.9 million
Original Sold Value/Cord = $61.90
Est. Resold Value/Cord = $23.91
Est. Revenue Foregone = $12.3 million    

Impacts to County Timber Programs

Timber Trends on Chippewa and 
Superior National Forests
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Emerging Trends

• Natural Resources

• Demographics

• Funding
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Forest Land Fragmentation Aging: Boom Generation Starts 
Turning 65 in 2011

Graphic from Tom Gillaspy’s Presentation on  Changing Demographics in MN.  April, 2006. 

General Fund Support per 
Resident
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DNR’s Conservation Mission
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Natural resources are interconnected.  Successful 
conservation depends on integrated resource management.
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Integrating Our Work
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Demonstration Forests
• Initiate approximately six demonstration sites over 

the next two years

• Represent a mix of goals and conditions:

- Riparian areas

- Fiber production areas

- Sites of biodiversity significance

- Different land administrators (e.g., include LUP 
lands)

• Different geographic areas – from the Northwoods 
to the Bigwoods
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Where Do We Go From Here?


