
 
January 19, 2005 MFRC meeting minutes   Page 1 
* denotes action item 
 

Minnesota Forest Resources Council 
Meeting Minutes  

Shoreview Community Center 
January 19, 2005 

 
Council Members Present: Al Sullivan (Chair), Wayne Brandt, Mike Carroll, Bruce Cox, Jan Green, Shaun 
Hamilton, Bob Oswold, Dave Parent, Kathleen Preece, Jim Sanders, John Stauber, Bob Stine, Dave Sterr, 
Paige Winebarger, Rick Horton (alternate for Shawn Perich) 
 
Absent: Kathy Manteuffel, Shawn Perich, Dick Walsh 
 
Guests  – Bob Lintelmann – BIA, John Bathke – MFA, Chris Lauer – MFRC volunteer and NIPF landowner, 
Jim Kleinschmit – Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, Norm Moody – Cass County, Josh Davis – 
Sierra Club, Jim Kochevar - Hibbing Public Utilities, Terry Leoni -Virginia Public Utilities, Karen Berg –
University of Minnesota, Barb Coffin - University of Minnesota, Mike Kilgore – University of Minnesota, Al 
Ek - University of Minnesota 
 
Staff: Dave Zumeta, Dave Miller, Mike Phillips, Jenna Fletcher, Lindberg Ekola, Clarence Turner 
 
Chair’s Remarks 
Bob Stine (acting Chair) handed out a revised charter for the Site-Level Committee. Wayne Brandt suggested 
a revision to the wording of the first bullet (instead of “review and revise MFRC’s voluntary guidelines,” 
should read “review and make recommendations on the revision of MFRC’s voluntary guidelines.”) Bob 
announced that the July 27-28 Council meeting must be rescheduled to either July 20-21 or Aug 3-4. Staff will 
send out a request to Council members regarding preferred dates. Dave Sterr retired as of 12/31/04, and Bob 
Lintelmann will replace him in his position with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and will take over his position 
on the Council. Bob previously spent 15 years with Red Lake Band as their forestry program director.  
 
Public Input/Communications to the Minnesota Forest Resources Council  
None 
 
Approval of November 30, 2004 Meeting Minutes* 
Shaun Hamilton moved to approve the November 30th meeting minutes. Jim Sanders seconded. The motion 
carried. 
 
Approval of January 19, 2005 Meeting Agenda* 
Mike Carroll moved to approve the meeting agenda, Jan Green seconded. The motion carried. 
 
Executive Director Report 
Dave Zumeta handed out copies of the 2004 Annual Report that describes MFRC’s accomplishments during 
the last year. Dave Zumeta and Al Sullivan will be personally meeting with and delivering copies of the report 
to the chairs of the Minnesota legislative committees related to natural resources. 
 
Dave Zumeta described upcoming personnel changes. Dave Miller will be retiring, and Lindberg Ekola’s 
position ends, both on June 30, 2005. Therefore, Dave will create a new position that will be responsible for 
landscape plan coordination.  
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MFRC Committee Reports 
Personnel and Finance  
Mike Carroll (Chair) reported that the Personnel and Finance Committee met on January 6th. The committee 
discussed MFRC expenditures to date and agreed that the budget is being prudently managed. Next, the 
committee discussed the status of the proposed Metro Landscape plan, and agreed with the Landscape 
Committee’s decision that now is not the best time for MFRC to play a lead role in preparing a landscape plan 
for the Metro region. The main reason for this relates to budget and staff constraints.  
 
Finally, the committee discussed a proposal received from the University of Minnesota College of Natural 
Resources asking MFRC to fund $4,992 for creation of a proposal for a television program on sustainable 
forests. This episode would showcase Minnesota’s forests, leveraging existing footage remaining after recent 
completion of a 4-hour television series entitled Minnesota: A History of the Land. The committee expressed 
concerns about the MFRC funding this first step in a very large project, given other funding sources and the 
availability of other funding sources for proposal development. 
 
Site Level 
Dave Parent (Chair) distributed a summary of activities completed in the Site-Level program. He reported that 
2005 monitoring is in the planning stage, and the revised guideline language will soon be laid out in graphical 
format in time to print sometime in May. Dave also reported that early planning is underway regarding the 
economic analysis step of the Riparian Science Technical Committee.  
 
Landscape Planning/Coordination  
Bob Stine (Chair) handed out a summary of the Landscape Planning Committee’s meeting on Jan 4th.  
 
Forest Resources Information Management  
Jan Green (Chair) reported that this committee has not met since the last MFRC meeting. However, the 
committee will be meeting on January 24th to review a proposed revision to the committee’s charter and 
discuss the Committee’s responsibility relative to the newly reconstituted Interagency Information Cooperative 
under the University of Minnesota - College of Natural Resources.  
 
Written Communications to the MFRC 
Al Sullivan distributed copies of a letter received from four members of the West Central Coordination Group 
stating three goals and strategies that they suggest should be addressed by the MFRC in 2005. Dave Miller 
explained the impetus for the letter is that West Central committee members recognized several issues that are 
larger than their single landscape – they are statewide.  The letter identifies the issues of parcelization, tax 
incentives and education as requiring statewide attention. 
 
Committee of the Whole: Discuss forest policy issue classification develope d by the Personnel and 
Finance Committee  
Bob Stine opened this discussion by stating the purpose: to identify the key issues that should be high priority 
for the MFRC to tackle in 2005. To begin that process, the Personnel & Finance Committee (P&F) created a 
matrix with policy issues, as a step towards prioritization. Final decisions on priorities will occur during the 
full Council meeting on March 16th, after the P&F receives additional input from the Site-Level and 
Information Management committees.  
 
A committee of the whole discussion of selected policy issues on the matrix ensued.  
 
The Council asked that degree of investment of resources, urgency and identification of other organizations 
working on these issues/initiatives be added to the matrix. 
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Policy Issue 1- Economic and ecological impacts of forestland ownership changes, parcelization and forestland 
loss: P&F identified this as needing input on what key sub issues should be addressed. The trend toward more 
commercial forestland being parcelized and lost is one of the most critical sub-issues. Norm Moody feels that 
the trend of industrial lands being sold is due to the move from Tree Growth Tax to the new incentive under 
the Sustainable Forest Incentive Act (SFIA). Norm argued that the MFRC should examine the effectiveness of 
SFIA. Rick Horton suggested that MFRC should create a white paper on industrial land sale trends. 
Development of this white paper should include outreach to large industrial landowners to understand why so 
much land is being sold – e.g. MeadWestvaco recently sold one million acres in the eastern  U.S. to a timber 
investment management organization.  
 
Dave Parent commented that a possible sub-issue is to evaluate the impact of forestland ownership shifts on 
local communities. In many cases, people whose income does not come from the local community are 
converting forests to a different use. New development has economic impact and the newcomers bring 
different values to the local community. The economic and social impacts are both positive and negative (e.g., 
increased cost of services, but also increased spending).  Cook County has done some economic analysis of the 
benefits of outsiders coming into the county.  If there are other examples of existing work done elsewhere, 
MFRC members should contact Dave Zumeta or Jenna Fletcher.  
 
Policy Issue 2: Forest landscape health -  The P&F Committee identified this issue as needing more input on 
what key sub-issues should be addressed. Mike Carroll suggested that Geir Friisoe come to an MFRC meeting 
to inform members about forest landscape health issues.  Mike also noted that the upcoming state Society of 
American Foresters meeting will cover this topic.  Dave Zumeta noted that the sub-issue of exotic invasive 
plants is also important, since less is known about them than about forest insects and diseases. Dave Parent 
commented that we need to be sensitive to naturalized species such as prickly ash and reed canary.  Dave 
added that work in this area could result in future revisions to the site-level guidelines. Various silviculture 
practices may have impact on exotic species introduction and the spread of undesirable species.   
 
Policy Issue 3:  Impacts of “wood residue” use in projects on forest sustainability (e.g. Laurentian Energy 
Project) - Mike Carroll encouraged the MFRC to study the issue of “wood residue,” and suggested using that 
term instead of the term “wood waste.” Jan Green suggested that after redefining “wood residue,” the MFRC  
disseminate the revised definition and an understanding of wood residue’s roles in the forest to many 
organizations.  
 
Policy Issue 4: Water quality improvements due to forest cover - Paige Winebarger stated that she feels the 
MFRC should keep this issue high on the priority list, and should begin with education of MFRC members 
about this issue.  
 
Policy Issue 6: Globalization impacts on forests, forest-based economy, and forest communities - Dave 
Zumeta described a visit to John Stauber’s wood yard, where less than 5% of wood comes from Minnesota, 
and much comes from international sources. John Stauber asked to add a formal agenda item to the March 16th 
MFRC meeting to approve a Resolution of Support to the Governor to Create a Task Force on the 
Competitiveness of the Secondary Forest Products Industry. Rick Horton asked how much an increased 
tendency toward regulation is affecting wood supply price in Minnesota by increasing the cost of 
implementing the guidelines, including cost of certification, Federal NEPA, analysis before timber sales, and 
related costs.  The incentives/barriers to Minnesota-made specialty products should also be examined. Shaun  
Hamilton added that this is a Great Lakes-wide issue - all Lake States are net importers. Mike Carroll noted 
that the Great Lakes Initiative is working on this issue. Mike also commented that globalization is here to stay.  
Industrial companies are selling their lands to timber investment management organizations because the value 
of the land has increased, and there is almost nothing MFRC can do to change that trend.   
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Blandin Foundation’s Goods from the Woods initiative is intended to have a impact on this issue in northern 
Minnesota. Jim Sanders suggests that MFRC members need to better understand this issue, especially relative 
to potential future scenarios. Bob Stine suggested that we stay in close communication with Blandin 
Foundation since they have the financial resources to study and have an impact on this issue.  
 
Proposed Resolution to support the protection of Minnesota's forestland base via the Fore st Legacy 
Program (FLP)*  
Paige Winebarger moved to accept the proposed resolution as written. Wayne Brandt seconded.  Discussion 
ensured. Dave Parent pointed out that in the third “whereas” paragraph on the second page (5th whereas 
paragraph overall), the wording puts as much emphasis on public access to the land as on other components in 
the sentence. Mike Carroll clarified that all aspects of the conservation easements are negotiated, but at the 
state level, public access is soon going to be a critical component, per the state’s leadership. Dave Parent said 
that NIPF landowners will see public access as a go/no go decision point for enrolling their land in FLP.  So, 
Dave made a motion to revise the sentence to read “clean water and, where the parties agree, access.”  Wayne 
Brandt seconded. Mike Carroll pointed out that only one of the past FLP projects in Minnesota included 
provision for public access. The resolution for this wording change passed on a voice vote. Paige Winebarger 
pointed out that if approved, this Resolution of Support would be delivered via Al Sullivan and Dave Zumeta 
when they visit with legislative committee chairs, and Al will send letters to the Minnesota Congressional 
Delegation. Rick Horton said he wants to go on the record that he remains concerned about public funding 
being conveyed to private landowners who may do things they otherwise would not have done without the 
money being conveyed. The resolution passed on a voice vote.     
 
Sneak Preview of Forest Components of University of Minnesota/Twin Cities Public Television 
Production Entitled Minnesota: A History of the Land 
Barb Coffin, Executive Producer, described the six years of work on four television episodes that chronicle 
Minnesota environmental history from 16,000 years ago to the mid-1900s, and how the land has shaped our 
world. These episodes will be broadcast in the Twin Cities on Feb 21st and Feb 22nd, and simultaneously in 
Duluth and Fargo. They will also air in Bemidji and Appleton in March. Copies of the series will be available 
on DVD after February 21.  For more information see the website www.historyoftheland.org. Barb also said 
that the episodes have a companion curriculum called “Northern Lights” that examines economic and cultural 
history. This project was funded by McKnight Foundation, Wally and Mary Lee Dayton and a number of other 
foundations.  
 
The MFRC watched the first twenty minutes of Episode 3. Barb then pointed out that a possibility exists for a 
sequel regarding Minnesota forests, and that the Blandin Foundation is likely to provide $65,000 towards 
helping fund a sequel.  
 
Forest Harvest Residues for Biomass Energy 
Dave Zumeta reminded MFRC members that this topic was proposed at the September MFRC meeting as an 
agenda item for a future meeting. Keith Jacobson, DNR Division of Forestry, described the opportunities, 
advantages and some of the concerns about biomass-generated energy. Paige Winebarger asked Keith to 
define “ wood residue.” Keith explained that as wood processing has changed, the definition has changed. 
Typically, anything left over after timber production is viewed as “wood residue”, and that “logging residue” 
is what is left on the land after harvesting. Keith commented that the terms “residue” and “biomass” are not 
interchangeable, since “biomass” is broader, including any living or formerly living matter. In contrast, Keith 
defines “residue” as any formerly living matter remaining after a timber production process.   
 
Keith explained that as energy prices go up, interest in biomass as a source of energy increases. For example, 
natural gas prices have risen 300% in real dollars since the 1980s. In addition, Excel Energy’s Prairie Island 
settlement requires Excel to utilize alternative, renewable energy sources, which adds to the rationale for this 
project.   
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MFRC members asked questions regarding Keith Jacobson’s role relative to the Laurentian Energy Project.  
Keith responded that he has been asked to provide wood supply information for the project, and update that 
information on a regular basis. 
 
Next, Bill Berguson (University of Minnesota-Natural Resources Research Institute) presented information 
about the process and volumes of wood required for converting wood to energy.  Bill noted that he is preparing 
a report for the Laurentian Energy Project about the detailed assumptions and calculations of wood biomass 
needed and its availability within a 100-mile procurement area of the cities of Virginia and Hibbing.   
  
Two guests, Jim Kochevar - Hibbing Public Utilities, Terry Leoni -Virginia Public Utilities, explained that the 
Laurentian Energy Authority was created via a joint powers agreement between Virginia and Hibbing Public 
Utilities.  Rather than close both plants at a cost of 70 jobs and $20 million to customers, the utilities are 
seeking to invest  $50 million in their plants and $10 million to create a new shared woodyard that would 
support a wood biomass energy production process. They project using 250 green tons of biomass and 160 
tons of harvest residue to be obtained within the proposed procurement area.   
 
Several MFRC members suggested that this project requires further discussion, since the collection of 
additional wood residue has impacts on soil nutrients and wildlife habitat that may not have been adequately 
considered in decision-making.  Dave Parent asked that any conclusions/findings from the NRRI research be 
shared with the MFRC, especially the nutrient depletion study being completed by Dave Grigal. Jan Green 
asked which agency is the responsible governmental unit assigned to do environmental review.  The guests 
responded that they are working with the MPCA on both air quality permits and an Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet.   
 
Update on GEIS Report Card and Accuracy Assessment Study 
Dr. Mike Kilgore, Assistant Professor, Department of Forest Resources, University of Minnesota, provided an 
overview of the work that will be completed as part of the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) 
Report Card Study.  This project has three parts:  Part 1 (discussed by Mike Kilgore), Part 2 (discussed by Al 
Ek) and Part 3: synthesis.  
 
Mike Kilgore described the work planned for the Part 1 of the project. A statewide program analysis of site-
level, landscape-level and research programs will be collected from the MFRC.  Also, a survey of 
organization-specific initiatives (primarily landowners and managers such as DNR, counties, Forest Service, 
large private landowners and Minnesota Forestry Association) will be conducted. The survey will explore the 
site-level and landscape-level programs in terms of formal policy that resulted (e.g. “Have you formally 
adopted guidelines, at what level of adoption, and how have practices changed from 1994 to 2004?”) The 
assessment will use a simila r scaled ranking output as was used in another similar “report card” approach 
completed in New England a number of years ago. 
 
Dr. Al Ek, Professor and Chair, Department of Forest Resources, University of Minnesota, discussed part two 
of this study. Andy Finley will work on the forest and harvest projections by working with Forest Inventory 
and Analysis representatives. Then, using the 1999-2003, full five-year panel of FIA data, Lee Frelich will 
work on wildlife protection by revising the wildlife model, and assess how well the model functions by 
comparing the old and new model predictions.  This work is expected to be completed in April.  
 
Wayne Brandt commented that he’s happy to see that this evaluation is being done - few studies are treated as 
“living documents” or assessed later down the road.  The results of this should inform our next steps for forest 
policy issues.  
 
Public Communications to the MFRC 
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None. 
 
MFRC Member Comments 
Jim Sanders reported that Dr. Char Miller, a social political historian, will be a guest presenter on April 27 at 
Cloquet Forestry Center to talk about 100 years of Forestry in America.  He also reported that gypsy moths were 
found actively breeding on a 640-acre site near Tower.  The Forest Service is anticipating spraying in the 
spring.  
 
Several members commented that the Forest Harvest Residues for Biomass Energy agenda item did not 
address that topic, but rather focused on the Laurentian Energy Project.  More information is needed to better 
understand the project, and the members need a better understanding of the larger topic of using wood residue 
for energy.  Several suggested follow-up information is needed in March. 
 
Possible Agenda items for March 16, 2005 
Paige Winebarger reminded MFRC members that we need to discuss the recommendation to the Governor 
regarding the creation of a task force to examine the competitiveness of the secondary forest products industry. 
Rick Horton suggested that individual members provide ideas for policy issues that were not discussed during 
this meeting.  
 
Mike Carroll moved to adjourn the meeting, Jim Sanders seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
  


