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Minnesota Forest Resources Council 
Meeting Minutes – July 22, 2003 

Bois Forte Reservation – Tower, MN 
 
Council Members Present: Bob Stine (acting Chair), Wayne Brandt, Mike Carroll, Jim Sanders, 
Dave Sterr, Dick Walsh, Bob Oswold, Jan Green, Dave Parent, Norm Moody, Katie Fernholz, 
Wayne Hammer, Roger Scherer, Shaun Hamilton, Greg Damlo, Shawn Perich 
 
Council Members Absent: Al Sullivan (Chair) 
 
Guests: Minnesota Senator Becky Lourey, Joe Day, John Bathke – Wayne Hammer’s alternate, 
Pat Emerson, Gloria Spears – Red Lake Reservation, Gary Donald – Bois Forte Tribal Chairman; 
Corey Strong, Chuck Whitmore, Chris Holm, Darren Steen, Dave Larson and Mark Anderson – 
all from the Bois Forte tribe; Al Mitton, Anthony Snider, Robbin Snider, Brian Horrigan 
 
Staff: Dave Zumeta, Dave Miller, Chad Skally, Jim Manolis, Jenna Fletcher, Clarence Turner 
 
Chair’s Remarks  
After introductions of members and guests, Bob Stine handed out a letter from the new chair, Al 
Sullivan, who could not be at the meeting today due to a prior engagement. Bob told the council 
members that MFRC’s funding will be $730,000 per year for the next two fiscal years. This is a 
4.2% increase over last year’s allocation of $700,000, the first increase in seven years. Bob also 
provided a list of committee members based on new Council members serving on the same 
committees as the member they replaced, with one exception: Bob Stine will replace Ron Nargang 
as the chair of the landscape committee. These assignments will be reviewed and finalized by Al 
Sullivan. Jim Sanders moved, and Wayne Hammer seconded to recognize the contributions of the 
following outgoing Council members: Gene Merriam, Rich Holm and Ron Nargang.  

 
Public Input/Communication to the MN Forest Resources Council (MFRC) 
No public input. Dave Zumeta provided two items of public correspondence. The first was a letter 
from MFRC in response to a letter from Kara Dunning – Boise Corporation. The second was a 
letter from Bernadine Joselyn asking for a financial contribution to Blandin Foundation’s Vital 
Communities/Vital Forests initiative. A discussion of Blandin Foundation’s request ensued, 
ending in a suggestion that the Personnel and Finance Committee should make the decision.  
 
Approval of May 20, 2003 Meeting Minutes∗ 
Wayne Brandt suggested a revision on page three that acknowledges Al Knaeble as a former 
MFRC member. On page five, Jim Sanders asked to add to the sentence that says MFRC’s 
guidelines are embedded throughout the Superior and Chippewa forest plans “except for visual, 
cultural resources and riparian guidelines.” Wayne Brandt moved to approve the minutes with 
these changes. Jim Sanders seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of July 22, 2003 Agenda∗ 
Bob Oswold moved to approve this meeting’s agenda, and Roger Scherer seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

                                                 
 
∗ Action Item 
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Executive Director Report 
Dave Zumeta announced that the Governor’s Task Force on the Competitiveness of Minnesota’s 
Primary Forest Products Industry met with the Governor earlier in the week. Council staff has 
been working on this initiative because is fits with MFRC’s statutory mandate to advise the 
Governor and Legislature on forest policy in Minnesota. Dave handed out a copy of the annual 
report for the Public Concerns Registration Process. Three concerns were logged and investigated 
during FY02-03. A question was raised regarding the concern that received media coverage. The 
media coverage seemed to imply a follow-up communication was required. Mike Carroll clarified 
that the DNR responded and changed actions since the issue was DNR only and not a guideline 
violation. It was suggested that Dave Zumeta and Mike Carroll revise the annual report section 
regarding this concern to be clear that the incident of cutting within the old growth was not a 
guideline violation. Katie suggested that the report include a list of the materials received by the 
individual who registered the concern. After revisions, the annual report will be posted on 
MFRC’s website. 
 
Presentation and Discussion – Gary Donald, Bois Forte Tribal Chairman 
Gary Donald welcomed MFRC to the Bois Forte reservation. The reservation is self-governed and 
receives funding from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the U.S. Environmental Agency, the Forest 
Service and others. Various tribal staff presented an overview of the reservation, history and laws 
that affect natural resource management (allotment, treaties, etc.), their natural resource 
management activities, and environmental services such as a water quality lab and solid waste 
management.  
 
MFRC Committee Reports 
Personnel and Finance 
Bob Stine (acting committee chair) reported that the committee has not met since the last meeting, 
but plans to meet soon to discuss FY04 budget allocation and other personnel matters including 
committee assignments. 
 
Guideline Implementation Monitoring Committee (GIMC) 
Dave Parent (committee chair) reported that work is underway with the University of Minnesota 
and the DNR to analyze the appropriate number of harvest sites to be monitored that are 
statistically valid as well as cost-effective. Dave also reported that the current proposal is to have 
internal staff comprise the monitoring teams. Wayne Brandt expressed concern about “first party” 
auditing if internal staff are used rather than outside contractors, and Jan Green remarked that it 
could be seen as a “step backwards” relative to the emerging standard of third party auditing for 
certification. Mike Carroll clarified that GIMC made a recommendation to DNR given the 
available dollars. MFRC staff would prefer to have third-party audits, but currently allocated funds 
do not cover that cost. The Personnel & Finance Committee will discuss this MFRC funding 
allocation issue and also talk about DNR funds.  
 
Wayne also pointed out similarities between third-party certification and guideline implementation 
monitoring, and suggested that a combined monitoring/auditing approach could save money. Jan 
Green pointed out certification audits include more than the on-the-ground review of practices. 
Since Minnesota statute directs how guideline monitoring should be conducted, and since there is 
not yet a singular certification auditing system, Dave Parent said that the committee will continue 
to support DNR statutory monitoring and feels that the short term interim approach of using an 
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interdisciplinary staff team addresses the complexity of monitoring, without additional 
complications from certification auditing. 
 
Ad-hoc Committee on Guideline Review and Revision 
Dave Parent (committee chair) reported that peer review of proposed guideline revisions began in 
June and responses are due by September 9th. 
 
Landscape Planning and Coordination Committee  
Bob Stine handed out an update on the activities of the Landscape Committee. The Northeast and 
North Central landscape committees are now moving into the coordination phase of the planning 
process. The Southeast landscape committee finalized their plan that the Council will review and 
approve (see Approval of Southeast Landscape Plan section of these minutes). The West Central 
and Northern landscape committees are working on their desired outcomes, goals and strategies. 
  
Forest Resources Information Management Committee  
Norm Moody (committee chair) reported that the committee did not meet, and that the report 
summarizing the survey of harvests sold by public landowners in 2001 will be available by the 
next Council meeting. 
 
Logger Survey Results – Mike Kilgore, University of Minnesota 
Mike Kilgore presented the results of an MFRC-sponsored study that assessed the financial costs 
of guidelines to forest landowners. This phase of the research surveyed 36 loggers who bid on the 
27 tracts. The survey showed that only 21% of the respondents maintain separate financial records 
for each tract they harvest. Seventy percent of the respondents did not consult any special sources 
when preparing their bids. About half of the responding loggers visited the tract before preparing 
the bid, instead relying on the selling agency’s timber appraisal information. The factor that most 
influenced bidding was the volume of merchantable timber. Two other factors that significantly 
affected bids were the specific site characteristics and species composition. The two guidelines 
that most influenced bidding were retention of leave tress and selective harvesting in inclusions. 
Overall, the tract characteristics influenced bids more than the application of guidelines. 
Additional research needs include tracking actual (vs. perceived) harvesting costs with and 
without guidelines, which is planned for the next phase in which time and motion analysis will be 
conducted. 
 
Dave Parent asked what the policy implications are from these results, i.e. should there be a public 
sector “subsidy” for the use of guidelines? For example, the State of Washington provides 
financial assistance to forest landowners near riparian areas to compensate for reduced timber 
volume.  
 
Approval of Southeast Landscape Plan* 
The Southeast Landscape plan was approved in the Landscape Committee on May 29, 2003, and 
is now being brought to the full MFRC for approval. Chad Skally described the process for 
creating the Southeast Landscape plan over the last two years. Wayne Hammer motioned and 
Dave Parent seconded to approve the plan. Wayne Brandt commented that members of 
Minnesota’s Timber Producers Association participated in the planning process and said it was a 
good process. Dave Zumeta commended Chad on his work, and pointed out that landscape 
planning is not one-size-fits-all because the southeastern portion of Minnesota has a very different 
ownership pattern than NE Minnesota. Motion carried unanimously.  
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Landscape Program Coordination Activities in the Northeast, North Central and Southeast 
Regions 
In the Northeast and North Central landscapes, the planning committees are now moving into the 
coordination phase of the planning process. The Southeast region has not begun coordination 
activities, but expects that coordination will entail quarterly meetings with all participants from the 
planning process. This agenda item is meant to discuss the role of the Minnesota Forest Resources 
Partnership vis-à-vis the Minnesota Forest Resources Council related to landscape coordination 
activities. 
 
Jan Hacker handed out a draft document that described Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership’s 
position on their role in coordination activities. Mike Carroll expressed concern that the first bullet 
statement sounded exclusionary and asked why the regional committee members would be 
excluded. Jan responded that no individuals would be excluded. Some MFRP members want to 
work on issues beyond the Landscape Plan. John Vogel spoke to the issue of implementing 
landscape plans. Mike Carroll pointed out that some real positive wok was accomplished through 
inclusion of non-owners, and he does not want to lose that by excluding folks. Wayne Brandt 
questioned the need for the first bullet given the process in which some level of the MFRC has to 
approve coordination. Also, he pointed out that each of the public landowners has their own public 
process as well, and the coordination activities would be secondary to those requirements.  
 
Dave Zumeta hopes that coordination groups will not question or re-open components of the 
approved landscape plans. He proposed a structure in which the coordination committee convenes 
the meetings, any of the original planning members can attend, and the meetings would be open to 
the public as well. The latter two groups should also have two points for input during the meeting, 
similar to the format of these MFRC meetings. The intention should be to have clear protocols that 
are inclusionary.  
 
Jan Green pointed out that the definitions are fuzzy for monitoring, coordination and 
implementation. For example, 75% of forestland in the Northeast region is publicly owned. In that 
context, coordination is networking and learning from each other, especially in the area of 
silviculture, which is not a precise science. Monitoring is clearly in the realm of the MFRC.  
 
Jan Green also expressed her belief that the MN Power and the Indian bands are landowners that 
also should be at the table during coordination meetings. Their involvement would be a positive 
contribution from the MFRP.  
 
It was agreed that the next step is for Jan Hacker - MFRP and Dave Zumeta for the MFRC to work 
together to clarify roles with assistance of staff. A revised version of the MFRP position statement 
should be brought to the Landscape Committee first, then to the full Council.  
 
Bear River Demonstration Forest Update  
Jan Hacker reported that the Bear River Demonstration Forest has formally reorganized as a non-
profit organization. The new board has met several times. Two subcommittees, 
monitoring/research, and education/outreach, are planned. The organization is in the process of 
updating their website and compiling and reformatting site information. 
 
Cultural Resource Guidelines: Implications for Management 
Pat Emerson provided a history of the cultural resource guidelines, including key definitions and 
examples. In the past five years, Pat has been pleased with MFRC’s attention to important cultural 
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resources and sees growing awareness, as evidenced by the 400+ requests from foresters to 
ascertain whether a parcel has any recorded cultural resources when creating stewardship plans. 
Joe Day described how important cultural resources are to Native American culture. Joe shared a 
recent example of respect for Native American resources. In a project to erect a windmill, a road 
was rerouted to ensure it did not destroy a buffalo effigy. Pat closed with a story of an abandoned 
headstone in Aitkin of a former slave that enlisted in a unit of the military. This story makes clear 
that this important work is about human stories.  
 
Due to the success of this meeting’s focus on Native American natural resources, MFRC will plan 
to add a half-day session on tribal/state relations to a meeting in early 2004. Joe commented that 
the first tribal/state relations were in the courts! Jim Sanders added that there are 3,200 known 
archaeology sites on the Superior National Forest. 
 
Public Communications to the MFRC 
None. 
 
Council Member Comments 
Jim Sanders informed the members that three new blowdown sites occurred on July 4th. He also 
pointed out that the work on the roadless rule is ongoing.  
 
Katie Fernholz offered to be a resource in the area of forest certification to staff and Council. 
 
Wayne Brandt announced that Aug 1-2 is the 50th anniversary of the North Star Equipment Expo 
sponsored by the Minnesota Timber Producers Association.  
 
Roger Scherer announced that he has been reappointed to the Metropolitan Council. As a result, he 
is choosing to not reapply for his Council position.  
 
Jan Green would like to attend White Pine Silviculture and Ecology workshop on Sept 12th. Dave 
Zumeta suggested that any interested Council members should attend. 
 
Bob Stine is now Associate Dean of the University of Minnesota College of Natural Resources. 
He will be splitting his time between St. Paul and Cloquet.  
 
Jim Sanders moved to conclude the meeting, and Norm seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 


