
MINNESOTA FOREST RESOURCES COUNCIL 
Meeting Minutes – January 22, 2002 

Cloquet Forestry Center-Cloquet, MN 
 
 

Council Members Present:  Gene Merriam (Chair), Wayne Brandt, Jim Erkel  (in lieu of 
Jan Green), Steven Daley Laursen, Dave Parent, Jim Sanders, Rich Holm, Dave Sterr, 
Shawn Perich, Norm Moody, Roger Scherer, Greg Damlo, Bob Oswald, Tom Duffus  (in 
lieu of Ron Nargang) and Brad Moore. 
 
Council Members Absent: Wayne Hammer, Betsy Daub.  
 
Guests:  Kathleen Preece, Cindy Chojnucky, Frank Carroll, Rick Horton,  Lynn Mizner 
and Jan Hacker. 
 
Staff Present:  Dave Zumeta, Mike Phillips, Chad Skally, Jake Donnay, Jim Manolis, 
Dave Miller and Julie Heinz 
 
Welcome and Chair’s Remarks 
Gene Merriam welcomed attendees to the Cloquet Forestry Center and everyone present 
introduced themselves. 
 
Chairman Merriam summarized Governor Ventura’s proposed budget cuts for Fiscal 
Year  (July 1, 2002 - June 30, 2003) from $900,000 to $200,000.  There are no proposed 
cuts for FY 2002.  Governor Ventura proposed the Council find alternative funding, as 
was proposed in 2001.     
 
Public Input/Communication to the MFRC: None 
 
Approval of November 13, 2001 Meeting Minutes: 
Corrections to November 13, 2001 Minutes are as follows:: 
  

Page 1 - Date Change: Year should read 2001, instead of 2000 
 
Page 1 - Paragraph regarding punctuation should read Wayne Brandt and not 
Steve Daley Laursen. 
 
On Page 4 Agenda Item Addendum, paragraph 2 should read: Eric discussed the 
contents of correspondence (instead of agreement) between Associated Contract 
Loggers and the Council.   
 
On Page 6 Full Resolution to be in the minutes.  _____________ Ron 
Nargang moved to change resolution.*****NEED HELP****  
Ron Nargang moved to adopt resolution, Wayne Brandt seconded. 
Amendment accepted…friendly approved.   

 



Page 7 paragraph 3 should read: Jim Sanders briefly discussed the litigation.  He 
indicated that the status of the guidelines as stated in the District Court’s decision 
is not accurate.  (apostrophe added to the word Court’s).  

 
  

Motion:  Steven Daley Laursen moved to approve the November 13, 2001 meeting 
minutes as corrected.  Wayne Brandt seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Approval of Agenda 
  

Motion:  Bob Oswold moved to approve the January 22, 2002 meeting agenda. 
Dave Sterr seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Executive Director Report 
Dave Zumeta since assuming his job in December 2001, has focused on orientation, 
moving his office, annual report preparation, preparing a response to the governor’s 
proposed budget cuts, and attending various meetings.  He attended a NE Landscape 
Coordination Subcommittee Meeting and was impressed with the commitment of 
members (private landowners, DNR, U.S. Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, 
Potlach,  Boise Cascade, Blandin, and county land departments).  They are working 
through, resolving issues and moving forward.   He also added:   

 
Ø Council Staff Changes-shared that the support staff he had hired 

temporarily had found an opportunity for full time employment so Dave 
hopes to have some continuity in office staffing soon. 

Ø Voice mail concerns about Public Concerns Registration Process raised by 
Jan Green at the last meeting have been resolved. 

Ø Public Concerns Registration Process has addressed a timber harvest issue.  
Copies of correspondence are available if council members would like to 
see them.    
 

Steven Daley Laursen thanked Jim Sanders and Jan Green for their contributions to the 
January 10th Research Review.  This event was the best attended in the history of The 
Cloquet Forestry Center (over 190 people). 
 
MFRC Committee Reports 

Personnel & Finance 
Chairman Merriam said that the Council needs $900,000 to do everything that is 
mandated by the Sustainable Forest Resources Act.   If less is appropriated, the 
act would need to be amended to revise deadlines for completing the guideline 
review and landscape planning and coordination activities.   
 
Other suggestions for dealing with the likely budget shortfall included: 

• Document Council’s  critical niche.   Council includes multiple agencies 
and organizations.  It should be evaluated like other independent entities,  



rather than with the DNR.  No one department could replicate Council 
actions. 

• Need to emphasize why the Council was initially created, as a vehicle for 
conflict resolutions. 

• Need to portray ourselves as an investment (multiplier effects, costs vs. 
investments) 

• Mission to promote Sustainable Forest Management involves two core 
programs: 1. Site Level and 2. Landscape Program.  Have to have both 
programs, plus funds for the Council itself.  If any of these areas is 
eliminiated, it would be hard to justify continued funding.    

• The key month will be February by March 8th the budget should be much 
Clearer than it is now .   

• If the Council dissolves, there would be an increased costs for many  
agencies  due to increased litigation and reduced coordination on road and 
land management. 

 
Demonstration Forest Update 
Jan Hacker, Executive Director of the Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership, described 
her background.  Jan outlined how she plans to coordinate activities of the landowner 
group for the Demonstration Forest.  Lynn Mizner, MN Division of Forestry summarized 
her background and described her role in coordinating activities of three other 
Demonstration Forest Committees.     
 
 Discussion 
v Lynn Mizner commented on concerns about  the future/longevity of the project 

should there be a change in political leadership.   
v Members commented it is a concern but felt that the Demonstration Forest had 

gained respect and support.  Members perceive it as a project we are learning and 
benefiting from continued support.     

v Demonstration Forest/Landscape Program Relationship – Lynn Mizner felt that 
the demonstration forest would be just one player in the Landscape Program.  The 
Landscape Program has a few volunteer members who are also on the 
Demonstration Forest Committee.  It was recommended that Jan and Lynn meet 
with Dave Miller to discuss the possibilities for closer coordination.  

v Demonstration Forest Budget-Brad Moore stated it had no connection at all to the 
Council Budget.  However, he will double check with Mr. Carroll.   

v The Council thanked Jan and Lynn for their presentation and asked if they would 
present updates to the Council a couple times per year.   They agreed to do so. 

 
 
MFRC Committee Reports (Continued) 
 
Guideline Implementation Monitoring   
Dave Parent mentioned that the 2001 field analysis and monitoring report will not 
be completed until March at the earliest.  He expressed concern about the delay in 
completing the report, as monitoring results need to be delivered to loggers and 



land managers in a timely way.  The third round (2002) monitoring effort will 
begin with hiring contractors in February.   
 
Tom Duffus shared with the Council that he has been participating in the NE 
groups and that they are plowing a lot of new ground. He commends Dave Miller 
for his vision and remarkable job in coordinating these efforts.   
 
Landscape Program Update 
q Both the NE and NC programs are progressing.  The NC group will be 
meeting on January 23rd to work through their rough draft landscape goals.   
q The NE committee is scheduled to meet on February 12th.   
q Economic Analysis Study-Dave Miller has a meeting on January 24th with 
UMD to get an idea of what they would need and how much it will cost. 
q Detroit Lakes Area-Dave Miller hired a private contractor, Duane Hanson, to 
begin work on a program in that area. 
q Cooperation in Planning Meeting at the Cloquet Forestry Center scheduled for 
March 5th.  Dave Miller indicated this meeting has been very successful in past 
years to facilitate cooperative efforts for northern MN. 
q Landscape/Demonstration Forest representation-Rick Horton and Lowell 
Pettit volunteered to be on this committee and have attended two meetings thus 
far.  
q SE Landscape-Chad Skally reported that he has a local student working with 
him to do background work on land use and land management plans. This 
summer he is hoping to bring groups together to develop a program in that region.   
 
Forest Resources Information Management 
 
Norm Moody referred members to the Information Management Committee 
minutes. He handed out an article about Potlatch leasing land to private parties, as 
well as a paper on delinquent tax timber harvest. 
 
 
Written Communication to the MFRC 
 
Two letters were received and distributed: 
 Rick Horton Letter 
 As Rick Horton was present at the meeting, Dave Zumeta asked him if he  

like to communicate, in person, regarding the letter.  Rick said that would 
be fine and wanted Council members to know that he is trying to 
cooperate and be a team player in the landscape groups wants to be sure 
his concerns are being addressed.  He feels social, economic and 
environmental areas all need to be addressed to define goals and develop 
alternatives for reaching them that have common ground. 
 
Nicholas Law Letter 



Dave Zumeta indicated he would respond to Mr. Law’s letter and address 
his concerns.  

 
  Proposed Research Advisory Committee Appointment 
 

Dave Zumeta presented background information on the Research 
Advisory Committee recommendation to add Jerry Niemi to the 
committee.   
 
Discussion 
§ It appears all relevant organizations are already represented.   
§ Some members felt the group is the appropriate size and saw no 

benefit in making it larger.  They reviewed the present members on 
the committee. 

§ The view was expressed that the Demonstration Forest would be 
best represented by Jerry Niemi with his expert forest management 
techniques.  

 
Norm Moody suggested we do nothing and move onto the next agenda 
item.  Wayne Brandt concurred. 
 
Research Budget Allocation 
 
Dave Zumeta outlined a $30,000 research proposal from Dr. Mike Kilgore 
and Dr. Charlie Blinn from the University of Minnesota.  The study would 
provide on-the-ground data from Minnesota about the degree to which 
loggers, landowners and forest industry are bearing the costs of 
implementing the guidelines.  Discussion ensued about various aspects of 
the study.   

 
Motion:  Wayne Brandt moved to fund $30,000, as proposed for the study.  
Greg Damlo seconded the motion.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Dave Zumeta outlined the Research Advisory Committee’s 
recommendations for allocating $51,000 in research funding as modified 
by previous council actions 
 

o $32,000 in supplement $200,000 in LCMR funding for 
effectiveness monitoring study in riparian areas.   

o $  2,000 for January 10th Research Review 
o $17,000 to support Wildlife Habitat Modeling component of the 

Spatial Anaysis Project.t 
 

Motion:  Wayne Brandt moved that the $32,000 allocation be approved.  
Brad Moore seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.   
 



Forest Management Guidelines  
 
Mike Phillips made a presentation on the status of the guideline review 
process.     
v Discussion ensured about the need to publish and distribute the 

changes. (whole reprint of the guideline vs. insert pages, vs. 
emailing changes).  To do the whole reprint and distribution 
process would cost at least $47,000.   

 
Motion by Wayne Brandt to move that the Executive Director work with 
staff and the GRTC to work through the language of the guidelines, 
respond to the public’s comments and report back to the Council at the 
March Meeting.    Norm Moody seconded the motion. Motion approved 
unanimously.   
 
Future Agenda Items 

q Harvesting Notification Requirements, how much is harvested. 
Which other states have such requirements.   

q Analysis of the FIA data 2000-01 vs. 1990 
q Legislative/Budget Situation, Supreme Court Decision 
q Timber Harvest-Dave will check with Mike Carroll on this 
q Forest Management Guideline Revision will require a good block 

of time at next meeting. 
- Is MFRC going to revise guidelines? 
- Summarize public review comments – NB, Barney, general 

comments. 
q For June or September Agenda-Issues for regional 

staffing/completely rebuilding Extension organization 
q Information Management Committee 
q Annual Report 
q Monitoring Report-Rough Draft  
q Riparian Monitoring Report-Clarence Turner 
q Landscape Update 
q Spatial Analysis 
q Ducks in the woods 

 
Based on a request from Norm Moody and following consultation with 
Brad Moore, Jim Sanders and Mike Carroll; Dave Zumeta requested that 
Dave Martodam (Computer Support Coordinator with the DNR, Division 
of Forestry) be added as a member to the Information Management 
Committee.   
 
Following Discussion, this request was approved..   
 
Public Input/Comments to the MFRC 

  None 



 
  Sharing Information 
  Norm Moody shared that Cass County  will be hiring a Wildlife Manager. 
   

Steven Daley Laursen shared they will be hiring a new dean and it might  
be good to let them know the Council would be interested in the interview 
process and to get some mailings and correspondence regarding it. 

 
  Adjourn 

Motion: Rich Holm moved to adjourn the meeting. Norm Moody seconded.  
Meeting adjourned (3:00) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
     
 
  
 
     
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 


