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Minnesota Forest Resources Council Meeting Minutes 
Cloquet Forestry Center 

July 24, 2001 
 
Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC or Council) Members Present   
Wayne Brandt, Janet Green, Steven Daley Laursen, Greg Damlo, Betsy Daub, Rich Holm, Gene Merriam (Chair), Norm 
Moody, Brad Moore, Ron Nargang, Bob Oswold, Dave Parent, Shawn Perich, Jim Sanders, Roger Scherer and Dave 
Sterr 
 
Council Member Absent  Wayne Hammer 
 
Staff Present Amie Brown, Jim Manolis, Dave Miller, Mike Phillips and Chad Skally 
 
Welcome/Chair's Remarks 
Gene Merriam welcomed David Sterr as a new council member representing the Minnesota Indian 
Affairs Council.  Dave is replacing Joe Day.  He announced that Amie Brown has been appointed the 
acting executive director.   
 
Public Input/Communication to the Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC)  None. 

 
Approval of May 22, 2001 Meeting Minutes 
 
Correction on page 5, heading, Council Member Comments, bullets “Wayne Brandt announced that 
Bruce Barker has retired and Dennis Lampi has been hired as his replacement at the Timber Producer's 
Association.” 
 
Motion: Ron Nargang moved to approve the May 22, 2001 meeting minutes as corrected. Wayne Brandt seconded 
the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Approval of July 24, 2001 Meeting Agenda 
 
Gene Merriam requested that the Forest Resources Information Management Committee also report out 
during the other committee reports. 
 
Motion: Wayne Brandt moved to approve the July 24, 2001 meeting agenda as amended. Jim Sanders seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 
 
Acting Executive Director’s Report (Amie Brown) 
 
Upcoming MFRC Meeting: 

Landscape Committee August 2, 2001 
North Central Landscape Regional Committee August 16, 2001 
Northeast Landscape Regional Committee September 20, 2001 
Personnel and Finance Regional Committee September 24, 2001 
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MFRC September 25, 2001 at Itasca State Park 
MFRC December 11, 2001  

 
Chris Edgar tendered his resignation effective July 18, 2001.  Jim Manolis will be the new spatial analysis 
project coordinator. 
 
MFRC Committee Reports 

Landscape Planning/Coordination Committee (Ron Nargang) 
• A detailed summary of the NC and the NE regional landscape committees was included in the 
mailing packets.  The committees are making good progress toward the establishment of their goals. 
 More information about those goals will be available at the September meeting.   
• The Landscape Committee is in the planning stage of how to accomplish the legislative direction 
given to the MFRC during the legislative session to expand the landscape program. 

 
Guideline Implementation Monitoring Committee (GIMC) (Dave Parent) 

• The GIMC met last week and an update was handed out from that meeting. 
• The second year of implementation monitoring is on track.   
• Mike Phillips will devote less time to implementation monitoring.  Additional DNR staff will be 
leading this project. This will allow for Mike Philips to lead the guideline review process.   
• The committee also discussed the Demonstration Forest and the importance of clearly 
communicating any monitoring outcomes from that project separately from the MFRC monitoring.  

 
Forest Resources Information Management Committee (IMC) (Norm Moody) 
The committee would like to bring forward two things. The first is a summary of the report and the 
second is a response from the committee to include recommendations for future action.  
 
Personnel and Finance (PFC) 
The committee considered the MFRC work and spending plans in order that a plan be approved and 
submitted to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and forwarded to the Department of Finance. 
These plans will be considered by the MFRC later in the day.   
 
The PFC is also ready to discuss the selection process of the new executive director.  The DNR Human 
Resources Bureau will assist the MFRC in this process.  The first step in the selection process is to 
determine the job classification and salary range.  To do this a Hay Review is conducted.  This review 
considers the knowledge required to do the job, problem solving abilities that are necessary, and 
accountability relative to similar positions in state agencies.  The Hay review is done by a panel of at 
least three people from three state agencies.  A presentation about the position is given to the review 
panel and it rates the position.  The PFC has asked Ron Nargang and Brad Moore to make this 
presentation.  Once this is complete, a nation wide search will be conducted.  The PFC hopes to have 
candidate applications to consider by the next scheduled meeting on September 24.  The PFC 
recommends that it serve as the search committee and that it bring to the MFRC a final 
recommendation.  If there are MFRC members not on the PFC but want to be a part of the search 
team they should contact Gene Merriam or Amie Brown.  A staff person will also be part of that team.  
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Jim Manolis will be the new Spatial Analysis Project Manager.  Eighty-five percent of Mr. Manolis’ 
time will be devoted to the MFRC spatial analysis project and fifteen percent of Darren Carlson’s time 
will be available to the MFRC spatial analysis project.   
 

Motion: Ron Nargang moved to amend the FY 2002 budget taking $9,000 from the Landscape 
program (3768) and placing those funds into program staffing (3762) dollars to cover 85% of Mr. 
Manolis’ annual salary ($42,000).  Brad Moore seconded. The motion passed. 
 
Written Communication to the MFRC  None. 
 
Legislative Outcomes (Amie Brown) 
The MFRC discussed the highlights from the 2001 Special Session. 

• MFRC Funding for FY 2002 is $800,000 and FY 2003 is $900,000. 
• The MFRC is reauthorized through June 30, 2007.  This is an important item to point out because 

the majority of legislative councils were authorized for only 2 years. 
• MFRC policy changes affect the landscape program directly by stating that “by June 30, 2002 all 

remaining landscape regions must complete assessments and by June 20, 2003, desired future 
outcomes and strategies for all remaining regions except the metropolitan and prairie region.” 

• The master logger program received $100,000 in start up funding.  
• The LCMR funded the Effectiveness Monitoring Funding Project at $200,000 (Blinn and 

Newman).  The LCRM acknowledged that this project would need to receive funding over the 
long-term. 

• The Sustainable Forest Incentive Act was passed as a direct result of the MFRC and Department 
of Revenue tax report sent to the Governor.   

The MFRC expressed a tremendous amount of appreciation to numerous council members and 
others who invested an incredible amount of time to secure the legislative success of the MFRC and 
forest resource issues this year. A special thanks to Wayne Brandt, Mike Kilgore, John Curry, Jim 
Erkle, Shawn Perich and others.  

 
FY 2002-03 SFRA Implementation Work and Spending Plans (Amie Brown) 
 
The MFRC reviewed the Sustainable Forest Resources Act Implementation, MN forest Resources 
Council, FY 2002-03 Work Plan, June 2001, and the Minnesota Forest Resources Council Proposed 
FY 2002-03 Spending Plan, June 2001.  This review highlighted 9 MFRC program activities.  Those 
were each linked to a budget activity and the staff responsible for carrying it out. An important part of this 
presentation outlined areas that will change based on the current staffing situation.  
 
Ron Nargang moved that the Minnesota Forest Resources Council Proposed FY 2002-03 Spending 
Plan, June 2001 be amended to reduce from budget activity 1, $3,500 from Special Studies 
(remaining total $11,500) to be will be allocated to activity 2, the guideline review (new total 
$15,500).   
 
Research Dollars  
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Betsy Daub brought up the use of the $51,000 for research and whether this money should be used for 
research or would the MFRC be better served by using the funds to hire additional staff.  
 
Shawn Perich made the point that the MFRC communication and outreach is an important component 
that is missing from the MFRC.   
 
Dave Parent said that the guideline review economic analysis may require more funding. 
 
Brad Moore and Dave Parent suggestion that LCMR effectiveness monitoring may be an area that more 
money should go into.  
 
The MFRC agreed that it would come back to the September meeting with suggestions for the use 
of these dollars. 
 
It was also suggested that the Personnel and Finance Committee could examine the current use and 
membership of the Research Advisory Committee (RAC). 
 
Timber Harvesting/Forest Management Guidebook Review Process   
(Amie Brown and Mike Phillips) 
 
Amie Brown and Mike Phillips began by explaining a guideline review flow chart that was brought 
forward after review by the Guideline Implementation and Monitoring Committee.  The MFRC agreed 
that the process, as presented, was more complicated than their collective ideal.  
 
It was suggested that the Guideline Implementation Monitoring Technical Committee (GIMTC) prepare a 
list of the proposed review issues and identify potential issues of contention upon which the MFRC will 
focus.  It was also suggested that a public comment process be designed to capture additional 
information.   
 
Wayne Brandt moved that staff come back to the council with a refined streamlined process for 
guideline revision. The proposal should include a list of issues that have been identified by the 
GIMTC for review and an outline for the public comment process at the next meeting.  Jan 
seconded and a friendly amendment was made to include staff bring back options for getting public input.  Motion 
passed.  Shawn Perich had a descending vote. 
 
Forest Summit – MFRC Follow-Up (Jon Nelson and Keith Wendt, Department of Natural Resources) 
 

• Gene Merriam asked Council Members to share their thoughts about the Forest Summit.  Overall 
Council Members thought it was interesting, stimulated good discussion, and also left many 
questions.   

• Jon Nelson and Keith Wendt of the DNR provided a summary of follow-up activities that are 
occurring and agreed to forward information to the Council. On the concluding day of the 
Summit, five follow-up groups were identified for the demonstration forest: (1) Land 
Owner/Manager Association; (2) Education and Outreach; (3) Monitoring and Evaluation; (4) 
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Research; and (5) Stakeholders.  These groups have begun to meet or plan for meetings.  
• Scenic and McCarthy State Parks will have demonstration/education areas related to the 

Demonstration Forest.  Some money from DNR’s Region 2 development funding will be directed 
to the Demonstration Forest.  

 
Mike Carroll, DNR Forestry Director 
 
Mike Carrol introduced himself to the Council.  He was a forest health specialist, forest biologist, and an 
entomologist by training.  He stressed several items listed below. 
 

• Field foresters are very important.  
• The MFRC needs to do a better job at outreach and public relations.   
• The DNR has committed additional staff to assist with MFRC monitoring. A detailed budget of 

the monitoring budget will be available soon.  
• There are several personnel changes at DNR currently in the works.   
• Subsection planning process is underway and the wrinkles are being ironed out.  

 
Future MFRC Agenda Items 
 
Wayne Brandt suggested bringing together a group of current monitoring and auditing programs to see if 
there is a way to coordinate these efforts (SFI, ISO, MFRC, Smart Wood, etc.).   
 
Dave Miller will present an update about the Landscape Committee Program to the MFRC. 
 
Jim Sanders suggested that the MFRC invite someone from USDA Forest Service to discuss the urban 
centers research that was recently completed.  
 
Public Input/Communication to the MFRC  None. 
 
Council Member Comments 
 
Jan Green asked requested an update on the FIA cooperative and a copy of the LCMR effectiveness 
monitoring work plan (Blinn and Newman).  She also she suggested that the PFC consider the make up 
of the RAC.  
 
Steve Daley Laursen encouraged the Landscape Committee to pursue the next level of thinking in 
landscape guidelines and planning.  
 
Adjourn at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Amie Brown 


