
Minnesota Forest Resources Council  

October 24, 2000 Meeting Minutes  

Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center, Lanesboro, MN 

 

Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC or Council) Members Present Wayne Brandt, Janet 
Green, Rich Holm, Steven Daley Laursen, Gene Merriam (Chair), Norm Moody, Brad Moore, 
Ron Nargang, Bob Oswold, Dave Parent, and Jim Sanders  

Council Members Absent Greg Damlo, Betsy Daub, Joe Day, Shawn Perich, and Roger Scherer  

Staff Present Amie Brown, Chris Edgar, Mike Kilgore, and Chad Skally  

Welcome and Chair’s Remarks Gene Merriam called the meeting to order at 9:50 a.m. and 
welcomed members of the Council and guests. Introductions were made. The Chair thanked the 
Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center (Eagle Bluff ELC) for their hospitality and the field 
tour that members were able to attend on Monday, October 23.  

Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center executive director Jerome (Joe) Deden gave the 
Council a history and overview about the Eagle Bluff ELC.  

Public Input/Communication to the MFRC None  

Approval of August 8, 2000 Meeting Minutes  

Motion: Janet Green moved to approve the August 8 meeting minutes. Norm Moody seconded 
the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Approval of October 24, 2000 Agenda  
 
Motion: Norm Moody asked that 5 minutes be added to the agenda to discuss the economic 
issues that were brought up at the August 2000 Council meeting. It was agreed that a discussion 
of economics would take place following the Spatial Assessment Project update.  

Jim Sanders moved to approve the October 24, 2000 agenda with the addition of 5 minutes to 
discuss economics. Wayne Brandt seconded the motion, and the motion passed.  

Executive Director’s Report Mike Kilgore reporting. 

Budget Update: One of documents in the Council packet is the first quarter budget, titled 
"Sustainable Forest Resources Act FY 2001 Implementation Budget Expenditure Summary July 
2000 Through September 2000." Please note that (1) the format has changed slightly; (2) column 



"B" is exclusive of "C;" and (3) unexpended funds are available only through the end of June 
2001.  

Assessing the Financial Effects Associated with Implementing Minnesota’s Timber Harvesting 
and Forest Management Guidelines: Hard copies of the report were made available to Council 
members. This report is also available on the MFRC website http://www.frc.state.mn.us/  

Letter Dated September 14, 2000 from DNR Commissioner Garber to MFRC Chair Merriam: A 
copy of this letter was mailed to each Council member, as well as a response letter sent from the 
Chair dated October 14, 2000. This item will be discussed further as an agenda item under 
"Written Communications to MFRC."  

Vacant Council Seat: The second nonindustrial private forestland owner council seat remains 
open at this time.  

Future Council Meetings: The Council will meet Tuesday, November 28, 2000 at the Cloquet 
Forestry Center. One of the items to cover at that meeting will be the MFRC recommendations to 
the MN Department of Revenue on forest tax policy. This report is due to the Minnesota Senate 
and House tax committees on December 1, 2000. Also at the November meeting, a report of 
funding decisions regarding the Spatial Analysis Assessment Project will be made. The agenda 
will also include a discussion by the Council on how it conducts its work and processes issues.  

The MFRC December 19, 2000 meeting is canceled.  

Tuesday, January 23, 2001 will be the first meeting of the new year and held in the Twin Cities. 
At this time there are a number of items related to monitoring that will be discussed; the results 
of the first round of guideline implementation monitoring; the riparian monitoring report 
prepared by the MN DNR; and the guideline implementation monitoring; the riparian monitoring 
report prepared by the MN DNR; and the guideline implementation goals set by the Council in 
1998.  

Comments: Wayne Brandt suggested that the council be provided an update at a future council 
meeting on the MFRC’s Public Concerns Registration Process. Particularly as it relates to the 
anonymity of the individual registering the concern.  

MFRC Committee Reports 
Forest Resources Information Management Committee (FRIMC): Chris Edgar reported that the 
Irland Group of Whinthrop, Maine has been selected as the contractor to complete phase II of the 
information review project. Work on phase II has begun and should complete in March 2001. 
The FRIMC will then be ready to report their findings from phase I and II in June/July of 2001.  

Landscape Program Update: Ron Nargang reported that a report and timetable of work products 
from Dave Miller was included in MFRC packets describing work in the Northeast and North 
Central landscapes. A meeting recently took place in southeast Minnesota to explore options for 
establishing a landscape committee in that part of the state.  



Wayne Brandt commented on the current situation of the ecological and economic issues 
regarding the Northeast Landscape Committee and stressed the importance of resolving the 
economic and ecological issues in the landscape committees.  

Guideline Implementation Monitoring Committee (GIMTC): Dave Parent reported that the 
GIMTC meet on October 10 -11 and again on October 24, 2000. Meeting minutes were provided 
to the Council. The first year of monitoring data will be presented at the January Council 
meeting.  

Personnel and Finance Committee (PFC): Gene Merriam reported that the PFC met to discuss 
the response of the Council to the letter from the Commissioner Garber. Discussion of the 
response will be discussed as part of the "written communication to the MFRC" time block.  

MFRC Task Force Updates  

Forest Land Tax Study Task Force: Mike Kilgore reported that as mandated by the Minnesota 
Legislature the MFRC is working with the Department of Revenue to complete a forestland tax 
study by December 1, 2000. Objectives of this study include recommendations on forestland 
policy that address: (1) forest productivity; (2) application of sustainable guidelines; (3) policies 
to discourage conversion of forestland into other uses; and (4) effects of any changes to local 
government.  

The MFRC's 12-member task force has met twice, and will meet two more times before 
forwarding its recommendation to the MFRC. The MFRC will receive and discuss the task 
force's recommendations for forest land tax reform at its November meeting.  

Guideline Book Additions Task Force: Amie Brown reported that as a result of the "Sustaining 
Minnesota Forest Resources: Voluntary Site-Level Forest Management Guidelines" peer review 
the Council agreed that to improve the guidebook's organization two additions would be made. 
The first, a list of overarching principles to be considered when planning and implementing a 
plan, and the second a key to guide readers through the guidebook. The task force met in early 
October and will have a draft product available in the next couple of weeks.  

Rich Holm inquired about required future guideline book additions or revisions. Mike Kilgore 
explained that a complete review of the guideline book is mandated by the Legislature and must 
be complete by June 2003. In the next 6-8 months the Council will lay out a process to complete 
review of the guidebook. Information developed from the first round of information from 
guideline implementation monitoring, from the three research studies regarding the guidelines 
(riparian areas, wildlife effects, and soil productivity), and the recent economic study will be 
important input to that process.  

Written Communications to MFRC Gene Merriam reviewed MN DNR Commissioner Garber's 
letter to him dated September 14, 2000 in which the MN Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) requested Council members to contribute $125,000 annually towards funding the MFRC. 
The DNR indicated that it will contribute $375,000 annually bringing total funding to $500,000 
per year. The Commissioner's letter specifically asked for a response. Due to the timing of the 



DNR budget process, Gene Merriam felt it was in the best interest of the Council to respond 
quickly and to that end it was not feasible to wait until the next full Council meeting. The 
Personnel and Finance Committee met and unanimously agreed upon a response to the 
Commissioner. A letter was drafted and sent from Gene Merriam to the Commissioner (dated 
October 14, 2000). Gene indicated that he would be following up with the Commissioner's office 
on this issue.  

Economics  

The MFRC engaged in a lengthy discussion of costs associated with applying timber 
harvesting/forest management guidelines. Members shared a verity of perspectives regarding the 
cost of applying guidelines and who will end up paying these costs. The MFRC was reminded 
that it has commissioned two seperate studies on this issue. The MFRC did not reach agreement 
on what action is needed to address this issue. 

Endorsement of Revised Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR) Proposal  
 
Motion Norm Moody moved that the MFRC support the LCMR proposal entitled "Evaluating the 
Sustainability of Minnesota's Forest Management Practices (EM12)" as recommend by the 
LCMR. Dave Parent seconded the motion, and the motion carried. Wayne Brandt opposed the 
motion. 
 
A list of LCMR proposals recommended for funding in 2001 was distributed to Council 
members.  

Mike Kilgore explained that LCMR staff requested the MFRC take a formal position on the 
revised effectiveness monitoring proposal submitted on behalf of the MFRC. Mike Kilgore 
reviewed the main changes to the original funding recommendation to the LCMR. These 
included a focus on riparian guidelines and ecological effects.  

Spatial Assessment Project Chris Edgar updated the MFRC on the Spatial Assessment Project. 
The spatial analysis of forest landscape conditions aims to improve understanding of historical 
landscape patterns and possible future conditions as a guide for forest planning and management 
strategies. To do this the spatial analysis projects is first generating key questions related to the 
management of forest landscapes and then developing tools and techniques to answer these 
questions. The Spatial Analysis Project is currently broken into two teams. The Project Strategy 
Team is identifying key questions and the Project Technical Team is developing tools and 
techniques. The teams are working well together and significant progress has been made. The 
next important decision to be made include the allocation of funds to a verity of goals set froth 
by the teams.  

A report on recommended funding decisions for this project will be presented to the Council in 
November.  

Forest Inventory and Analysis Program Presentation: Ron McRoberts, USDA Forest Service, 
North Central Research Station, updated the Council about the enhanced Forest Inventory and 



Analysis Program (FIA). Dr. McRoberts highlighted that the frequency of data collection. FIA is 
switching to an annual system where 20% of the sample locations in MN will be visited each 
year, with all sample locations being visited over a 5-year interval. Other items touched upon 
included how the plots were developed and what the plot design looks like.  

MN's Statewide Timber Harvesting Monitoring Programs Presentation: Ron McRoberts, USDA 
Forest Service, North Central Research Station, and John Krantz, MN Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Forestry, explained how timber harvesting data is collected to develop 
estimates of annual pulpwood and sawtimber removals for the State.  

Public Input/Comments to the MFRC Mr. W. E. (Al) Mitton, Hackensack, Minnesota, presented 
to the Council a document addressed to Brad Moore, Assistant Commissioner, Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, dated February 2000. His letter communicated his ideas on the 
status and importance of side-wide forest inventory information. In particular Mr. Mitton was 
concerned about the lack of information available about the harvest of private lands.  

Council Member Comments Janet Green stressed her desire to have made available with easy 
access to the public the MN DNR timber harvest reports.  

Adjourn Ron Nargang (acting Chair) adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Amie Brown  

 


