Minnesota Forest Resources Council
Meeting Minutes—June 27, 2000

Cloquet Forestry Center—Cloguet, MN

Council Members Present: Gene Merriam (chair), Dave Parent, Bob Oswold, Rich Holm, Tim
O’Hara (alternate), Brad Moore, Steve Olson (alternate), Shawn Perich, Norm Moody, Jim
Sanders, Roger Scherer, Jan Green, Betsy Daub, Ron Nargang

Council Members Absent: Joe Day, Wayne Brandt, Greg Damlo, Steven Daley Laursen

Staff Present: Mike Kilgore, Dave Miller, Mike Phillips, Chad Skally, Patti Blom

Welcome and Chair’s Remarks

Gene called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and welcomed guests Al Mitton, Rick Horton, and
Steve Olson.

Gene stated that John Jordan has tenured his resignation from the council. The Governor’s Office

may appoint a new council member by August. Interested citizens should submit an application
to the Secretary of State’s office.

Approval of April 24-25, 2000 Meeting Minutes

Motion: Ron Nargang moved to approve the April 24-25, 2000 meeting minutes. Jan Green
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Approval of Agenda

Motion: Bob Oswold moved to approve the June 27, 2000 agenda. Jim Sanders seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

Executive Director Report

In his report to the MFRC, Mike Kilgore discussed the following items:



LCMR Proposal — The council’s proposal to study the effectiveness of the timber harvesting
guidelines is still under consideration through the rating process. Mike stated that he would keep
the council informed following the upcoming hearings.

EPA Rules regarding the Clean Water Act — The council took a position in opposition to
proposed rules that would have eliminated the exemption that silviculture activities have for non-
point source pollution. The EPA received a lot of opposition. In response, it withdrew the
forestry provisions from the rules. However, it may reconsider some revised rules based on an
agreement with EPA and the USDA Forest Service this fall.

Field Tours — Council staff is working to set up two field tours this summer. The first is
scheduled for July 18 with the executive branch (Governor’s Office, Finance and DNR) and any
interested council members in the Grand Rapids area. The second is a legislative tour with the
committee chairs for finance and policy in both houses. This date has not been confirmed yet.

Meetings attended — On behalf of the council, Mike attended meetings with the Timber
Producers Association (TPA), the Forest Resources Partnership (FRP) chair and staff, Forest
Stewardship Committee (FSC), and the Minnesota Forestry Association (MFA).

Future meetings — The August 8 meeting will be held at the Cloquet Forestry Center in Cloquet
and will focus on research. The October 24 council meeting will be held at the Eagle Bluff
Learning Center in Lanesboro. The council may need to hold an additional meeting on
November 28 due to reports coming due.

Handout — Mike handed out copies of Worker Compensation provisions for members who are
on per diem conducting council business.

Publication — Roger Scherer provided copies for council members of the 1999 Index of Leading

Environmental Indicators for Minnesota and the U.S. from the Center of the American
Experiment.

MFRC Committee Reports

Personnel and Finance - Gene stated that the minutes from the last meeting have been
distributed. Discussion of the budget will be a separate agenda item at the August 8 council
meeting.

Guideline Implementation Monitoring — Dave Parent, chair, provided a one-page summary of
the committee’s activities over the past month. The site selection process, which includes
obtaining permission from NIPF landowners, is almost complete. Please provide input to his
committee by June 30 on expectations for the analysis of implementation monitoring.

Landscape Planning and Coordination — Ron Nargang, chair, provided a report that was
included in the mailing packet. He highlighted the following: 1) the spatial modeling project is



moving along, the technical team has held two meetings; 2) the North Central Landscape Team
was launched at a meeting on June 1; 3) the council held a meeting on May 18 of stakeholders
that are conducting large-scale forest planning with very good attendance; 4) met with the
Partnership to discuss how it can get involved in landscape planning process. The
recommendations from the meeting are contained in the report. Finally, Ron circulated
newspaper articles which highlight The Nature Conservancy (TNC’s) first purchase of a preserve
on the North Shore. TNC will begin a dialogue with adjacent public and private landowners on
forest management across land ownerships.

Forest Resources Information Management — Norm Moody, chair, gave a brief update to the
council.

MERC Discussion of July 1999 Windstorm

Rich Holm presented a proposed resolution in response to the council’s recent tour of the blow
down in Northeast Minnesota.

Following discussion by council members, the concern surfaced that the proposed resolution
may not address what the council is looking for as a next step.

Motion: Ron Nargang moved that in response to the 1999 windstorm, the council write a
report/analysis of the windstorm. The report will be written through a contract and should
include an inventory of what happened in the blow down, an assessment of the response to the
windstorm, and a series of recommendations for preparing for the next one. Jan Green seconded
the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

In response to a question, Mike said that the council has a budget for special studies such as this
one. The dollars needed to contract to write the blow down report would be allocated from that
budget.

Gene asked council members to contact Mike Kilgore if they are interested in serving on the task
force that will work on this report.

Riparian/Seasonal Pond Monitoring Proposal

Jan Green gave a slide show of various riparian areas found in Minnesota’s forests.

Bill Befort, DNR GIS staff and Chad Skally, MFRC GIS Specialist, presented the department’s
plan for initiating a monitoring program for Minnesota riparian areas through the use of
statewide GIS mapping layers. This is an ongoing monitoring process for which image
acquisition, staffing, and other arrangements will have to be made in the long term.



Mike stated that the council is directed to give advice to the DNR on how this monitoring
program is going to be implemented. Please provide ongoing feedback to Bill and Chad as they
move forward.

SFRA Implementation FY 2001 Spending Plan

Gene presented the recommendation of the Personnel and Finance Subcommittee for the
council’s proposed FY 2001 spending plan.

Motion: Ron Nargang moved adoption of the Sustainable Forest Resources Act modified FY
2001 spending plan. Jan Green seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Ecosystem Management Research Institute Proposal

Ron Nargang outlined a grant proposal to provide additional technical support to the MFRC’s
Landscape Planning/Coordination Program. The proposal was prepared and submitted by Dr.
John Haufler and Mr. Brian Kernohan, both of whom have been actively involved assisting Dave
Miller in the Northeast Landscape Region. The draft proposal has been presented to the
landscape committee. The committee is requesting a letter of support go forward from the
council.

Motion: Brad Moore moved that the council write a letter in support to the USDA. Norm Moody
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Riparian/Seasonal Pond Peer Review Response Implementation Plan

Mike Kilgore outlined a draft plan identifying a number of follow-up actions to deal with the
findings from the peer review of riparian management zone and seasonal pond forest
management guidelines. They are characterized by short-term (end of 2000), mid-term (2002),
and long-term (2005) strategies. The plan fleshes out in more detail how these responses will be
implemented, how this will impact the council's budget, and who would be involved in these
actions.

Following discussion, the council expressed support to begin implementing the plan’s short-term
strategies this summer. For the mid- and long-term strategies, Mike indicated that staff will be
working either through the Landscape Committee or trying to link up with the other programs.
The council requested Mike fill in quotes from the various reviewers concerning each strategy
and also requested that Mike provide intermediate work products on the mid- and long-term
strategies.



Forest Property Tax Study Proposal

Mike Kilgore stated that the 2000 Legislature directed the council and the Minnesota Department
of Revenue to jointly undertake a study of Minnesota’s forest taxation policies. The study is to
focus on identifying opportunities for using property tax policy to encourage forest productivity,
maintain land in forest cover, and encourage the application of sustainable site-level forest
management guidelines. The study is scheduled to be completed by December 1, 2000. The
legislature appropriated $50,000 for the study.

Jenny Eng, Department of Revenue, outlined how the tax study will fold into the governor’s tax
reform initiative so that what comes out of the study is consistent with and can be supported by
the administration.

Mike said the council will form a task force to provide stakeholder input to the study. The task
force will gather information on Minnesota’s private forests and its forest property tax policies,
assess current forest property tax laws, review national forest property tax laws, and recommend
changes/options that are consistent with the forest property tax reform framework.

Council members who are interested in serving on the task force should contact Mike. Jan Green
recommended Jim Erkel, Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy, work on the task
force.

Brad Moore recommended this be kept as an agenda item.

Future MFRC Agenda

Brad Moore/Jan Green: Federal Forest Inventory Analysis (FIA) overview—changes in the
program, and how it affects inventory data and access.

Brad Moore: Off Highway Vehicles—voluntary, site-level BMPs for recreational trails. Brian

McCann, DNR Trails and Waterways, asked that he have the opportunity to make a presentation
to the council regarding the DNR's work on this issue.

Public Input/Comments to the MFRC

Al Mitton commented that he recommends riparian management zones be half way to the
distance of the next body of water. He also believes that basic Forest Inventory and Analysis
(FIA) could be simplified and moved forward more expediently. It is unnecessarily complex. He
would like to see an annual picture of harvest and growth in terms of cords.



Adjourn

Gene Merriam adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patti Blom



