
Minnesota Forest Resources Council  

Minutes of the Council's 25th Meeting - March 19, 1998  

Holiday Inn Express-Bandana Square, St. Paul, MN  
 

Council Members Present: Wayne Brandt, Bob Dunn, Paul Ellefson, Steve Eubanks, Jan 
Green, Judy Hewes, Alan Knaeble, Dick Knoll, Marcie McLaughlin, Norm Moody, Bob 
Oswold, Jerry Rose, Joe Wood  
 

Council Members Absent: N/A  
 

Staff Present: Mike Kilgore  
 

Call to Order: Paul Ellefson called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  
 

Approval of Minutes  

Wayne Brandt stated the Riparian Zone Management Guidelines resolution was accurately 
reflected in the minutes.  
 

Motion: Norm Moody moved to approve the February 19, 1998 meeting minutes. Dick Knoll 
seconded the motion. The motion passed.  
 

Approval of Agenda  

Paul Ellefson reported there would be no action taken today on the NE Landscape Regional 
Forest Resource Committee appointments; instead, Marcie McLaughlin will update Council 
members on the status of the Landscape Program Committee's activities. Paul proceeded to 
review the remainder of the meeting agenda.  
 

Joe Wood requested that a discussion on the Council's relationship to the Legislature be added to 
today's meeting agenda -- Paul noted this issue will be discussed at part of the agenda item on 
Major State Forest Resource Topics.  
 

Dick Knoll questioned whether a Forester Certification Committee presentation is scheduled for 
today. Mike Kilgore reported he sent a letter to Rick Dahlman, President of the Society of 



American Foresters (SAF), requesting an update on the status of the Forester Certification 
Program within Minnesota relative to the issues/challenges of getting the program on line, and 
timelines for implementation. In response to that request, Mike received a summary of a recent 
SAF certification committee meeting. Mr. Dahlman has been asked to condense that information 
into a one-two page letter with the minutes attached. The letter may be available later today; if 
not, it will be distributed to Council members in April.  
 

Bob Dunn recommended that a standing item entitled "Committee Reports" be added to future 
Council meeting agendas.  
 

Wayne Brandt inquired if the outcomes from the recent Economic Analysis Subcommittee 
meeting will be discussed as part of the agenda item on Workplan to Evaluate Economic and 
Financial Effects of Proposed Integrated Guidelines. Bob Dunn reported it would.  
 

The meeting agenda was approved unanimously.  
 

Chair's Remarks  

Paul Ellefson reported on the following activities:  

• Most of the Council's legislative presentations occurred last month and were discussed at 
the February 19, 1998 meeting. To date, there has been no opportunity to report on the 
status of the Council's programs to the House of Representatives.  

• Council meetings have been scheduled in April, May and July. Additional information on 
these meetings will be provided as part of the Executive Director's Report.  
 

Executive Director's Report  

Mike Kilgore updated Council members on the following items:  

• Legislative Conference Committee Work Relative to MFRC Funding/Policy (hand-
out: letter from Paul Ellefson to Senator Morse and Representative Osthoff). This letter 
outlines the Chair's ideas regarding differences between the MFRC funding language 
contained in the House and Senate appropriations bills, and how that language would 
impact the Council (an attachment identifying the Council's priorities for use of 
additional funding was also provided in the hand-out).  

• Conference Committee staff have worked out policy language regarding the 
addition of a 14th member to the Council (this language has been agreed to by the 
conferees and will be made available to Council members soon). This member will be a 
representative of the Indian Affairs Council, but will not be appointed by the Governor.  



• GEIS Mitigation Effort. A follow-up meeting to discuss the GEIS mitigation 
implementation table was recently held. Meeting participants included Bob Dunn, Jan 
Green and staff from the Council, Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Audubon 
Society and Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy. MFRC staff agreed to 
update the table periodically as new information becomes available.  

• MFRC Documents Summary (hand-out: MFRC Approved Documents Listing). An 
initial listing of approved MFRC documents has been compiled by Council staff. Council 
members were encouraged to review this document for accuracy and forward any 
changes to staff. Updates will be provided periodically to the Council.  

• MFRC Per Diem and Expenses (hand-out: January 1998 policy). This updated policy 
provides clarification on what is reimbursable, and includes information on new 
reimbursement amounts for mileage, food, etc.  

• LCMR Proposal on Assessing Policy/Management Implications on Minnesota's 
Forest Resources(hand-out: project summary and cover letter from Alan Ek, U of MN, 
Department of Forest Resources). Project proposers are seeking the Council's support for 
this proposal. Council members were asked to refer any questions or comments 
concerning this proposal to Paul Ellefson or Mike Kilgore (who will in turn relay them to 
the project manager).  

• MFRC Staff Changes. Sarah Risser will be resigning from her position at the Council. 
Sarah and her husband have accepted a job opportunity overseas for the next three-five 
years. Mike will initiate efforts to fill her position immediately.  

• Future Council Meetings. The April Council meeting has been scheduled for the Earle 
Brown Center in St. Paul. The May Council meeting will be a two-day event held at the 
Deep Portage Conservation Reserve in Cass County. Additional information on the May 
meeting will be provided to Council members in April.  
 

Communications to and from the Minnesota Forest Resources Council  

Paul Ellefson distributed copies of the following communications to Council members for 
review:  

• Letter to the Izaak Walton League concerning the MFRC's riparian management 
guidelines.  

• Letter to the Associated Contract Loggers regarding the economic analysis of the 
MFRC's proposed timber harvesting and forest management guidelines.  

• Letter to Trout Unlimited regarding the MFRC's riparian management guidelines.  
• Letter from the Ruffed Grouse Society concerning the Riparian Technical Team report, 

and the response from the MFRC Chair.  
• Letter from Senator Spear regarding regional committee representation, and the response 

from the MFRC Chair.  
• Letter from Representative Munger concerning appointments to regional committees.  
• Letter from Al Mitton regarding a statewide forest inventory.  



• Letter and press release from the Sierra Club, North Star Chapter, concerning their 
decision to boycott participation in the NE Regional Landscape Committee.  

• Letter from DNR Commissioner Rod Sando concerning the MFRC report: Review of 
Minnesota Strategic Forest Resource Planning Requirements.  
 

Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership (MFRP) Update  

Paul Ellefson reported a letter was sent to the MFRP in response to their letter concerning the 
Riparian Zone Management Technical Team Guidelines (copies of this letter were distributed to 
Council members as part of the Communications to the Council hand-out).  
 

Terry Weber, MFRP Executive Director, reported on the following items:  

• The MFRP annual report should be approved next week; the report will be made 
available to Council members.  

• The MFRP will provide Mike Vasievich with certain types of specialized data needed for 
the timber harvesting and forest management guidelines economic analysis.  

• The MFRP will discuss the Council's riparian zone management guidelines at its next 
meeting.  

• The MFRP is interested in putting together a report to identify GEIS mitigation measures.  
 

MFRC Landscape Program Subcommittee Update  

Marcie McLaughlin updated Council members on activities of the Landscape Program 
Subcommittee relative to the NE regional coordinating committee nominations. Copies of the 
draft Northeast Committee of the Whole, Regional Committee Meeting Report were distributed 
to Council members. The purpose of this meeting (held on March 5th in Duluth) was to provide 
individuals interested in serving on the NE Minnesota regional forest committee with an 
opportunity to nominate a representative group to act as the regional coordinating committee. 
Marcie reviewed the information contained in the draft report. Over 50 people representing 
diverse interests participated in the March 5th session. The agenda included discussion on 
program expectations, regional committee process/operations, which interest groups need 
committee representation, committee members' qualities and abilities, and next steps.  
 

The Landscape Program Subcommittee had hoped to present its recommendation on the NE 
regional coordinating committee membership to the Council today. However, based on feedback 
received after the meeting, a decision was made to slow the process down a bit. Marcie reported 
the Landscape Program Committee anticipates bringing its recommendation to the Council in 
April. In the meantime, letters will be sent to meeting participants thanking them for their time 
and energy, and providing them with updated information on the status of the selection process.  
 



The next Landscape Program Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for April 13th in Duluth. A 
large portion of that meeting will be dedicated to establishing a framework for the way in which 
the coordinating committee and ad-hoc committees would adopt work criteria and function.  
 

Other Landscape Program Subcommittee members proceeded to share their views on the March 
5th meeting. Council members expressed support for the Subcommittee's decision to step back 
and review the process. Discussion followed on possible next steps as well as the need to address 
the information and educational aspects of what we are trying to accomplish with regard to 
regional forest resource committees.  
 

Judy Hewes requested that copies of the response letters to Representative Munger and the Sierra 
Club (concerning the criteria for representation on regional forest resource committees) be 
provided to Council members prior to the next meeting. Note: the response to Senator Spear was 
already provided in the Communications to the Council hand-out.  
 

Major State Forest Resource Topics Discussion  

Paul Ellefson provided background information on the Council's responsibility of developing 
recommendations to public and private organizations on major matters of forestry, and led 
discussion on forest resource topics that may have a substantial influence over the state's ability 
to realize the MFRC's vision and associated goals. Copies of the Council's Criteria and 
Procedures for Addressing Forest Resource Policy Issues and its Vision for Minnesota's Forest 
Resources were distributed to Council members.  
 

Mike Kilgore reviewed the draft list of major forest resource topics. In an effort to meet their 
obligations under the Sustainable Forest Resources Act of being an advisory body on these types 
of matters, Council members were asked to streamline this list into a more manageable set of 
issues that they can begin to address. Paul stated the Council will consider and refine this list 
over the next few meetings, and then be asked to identify one or two major issues that require 
further review/study over the next four to five months. Joe Wood expressed concern regarding 
the Council's approach to dealing with the Legislature and recommended getting the Council's 
protocol before legislative staff as a means of increasing awareness of the MFRC's role in 
addressing major state forest resource topics.  
 

Council members proceeded to consider the draft list of major topics. Several members 
expressed support for giving priority to the first topic identified on the list (Availability and 
Accuracy of Information about Forests). Wayne Brandt recommended that the second sentence 
in topic 11 (Intensifying the Productivity of Forest Resources) be removed from the draft. The 
following were discussed by MFRC members as either being a modification to existing topics 
already included or additional topics to be considered:  



• Implications of global atmospheric change on the forest resource base.  
• Exploring recycled fiber opportunities.  
• Incorporating historical information when assessing the state of MN's forest resources.  
• Implications of the quality and quantity of forest resource outputs.  
• Economic challenges and implications of changing resource management practices.  
• Implications of increasing funding of public agencies.  
• Increasing awareness of forest resource issues through education and information.  
• Identifying options for enabling the timber harvesting sector access to cutting edge 

technologies.  
• Exploring the wood and fiber needs of society (Jerry Rose stated he will share 

information at an upcoming Council meeting about a legislative initiative he will pursue 
in 1999 concerning timber productivity).  

• Providing research information on the less measurable effects (e.g., recreational/tourism) 
and the importance of forests in Minnesota.  

• Identifying options for increasing the amount of private, non-industrial forest land under 
management.  
 

Paul Ellefson indicated that MFRC staff would redraft this list of major forest resource topics 
based on today's discussion, and bring it back to the MFRC for further refinement.  
 

Presentation: Workplan to Evaluate Economic and Financial Efforts of Proposed 
Integrated Guidelines  

Bob Dunn, Chair of the Economic Analysis Subcommittee, discussed the Subcommittee's recent 
meeting in which it reviewed the draft workplan prepared by Mike Vasievich and Chris Edgar. 
The Subcommittee's recommendations to the full Council are: 1) the workplan be supported; and 
2) public review of the proposed integrated guidelines begin after the financial/economic 
analysis is complete and its results made available. The Council supported the Subcommittee's 
recommendation that public review of the proposed integrated guidelines not commence until the 
economic analysis is completed. Bob also indicated that members in the audience want to 
provide comments to the MFRC on the financial/economic analysis workplan.  
 

Mike Vasievich and Chris Edgar then discussed with the MFRC the workplan for evaluating the 
financial and economic impacts of implementing the proposed integrated guidelines. Following 
this presentation, several Council members discussed the types of data that will be considered, 
and the study's approach to addressing non-market benefits. Janet Green indicated she does not 
support calling this analysis a cost-benefit analysis because of the way non-market costs and 
benefits will be treated.  
 

Wayne Brandt distributed and discussed information developed by his organization that 
identifies projected impacts of implementing the riparian zone management guidelines.  
 



Public Comments on Financial/Economic Analysis Workplan  

Betsy Daub expressed concern over not monetizing the non-market benefits identified in the 
economic analysis.  

Don Arnosti complimented Mike Vasievich and Chris Edgar on their work, but expressed 
concern over the lack of quantification of non-market benefits.  

Jim Erkel also expressed concern over not attaching monetary values to non-market benefits, and 
indicated the importance of understanding the assumptions that will be used in the analysis.  
 

Update: Timber Harvesting and Forest Management Guideline Development  

Mike Phillips, guideline development coordinator, provided a brief update to the MFRC on the 
progress of the Integration Team in integrating the technical team's guidelines and existing 
BMPs. Mike indicated that the Integration Team has selected an editor to help write the 
guidebook. Mike also stated that the Integration Team is at an impasse with respect to how the 
riparian zone management guidelines are to be incorporated in the integrated guidelines. He 
stated that Integration Team members disagree over what changes can be made to these 
guidelines during the integration process. Mike reviewed the Integration Team's protocols and its 
options for addressing the riparian zone management guidelines, and requested Council 
clarification on this issue.  
 

The Council then engaged in a lengthy discussion of how to address the riparian zone 
management guidelines.  
 

Motion: Wayne Brandt moved that the Integration Team be provided the authority to make 
adjustments to the riparian guidelines as appropriate. The motion was seconded by Dick Knoll. 
After considerable discussion by Council members regarding the motion, the motion was 
withdrawn.  
 

Motion: Wayne Brandt moved that the Minnesota Forest Resources Council provide authority to 
the Integration Team to make modifications to the riparian zone management guidelines by 
consensus. The motion was seconded by Dick Knoll. Supported: Marcie McLaughlin, Norm 
Moody, Bob Oswold, Steve Eubanks, Alan Knaeble, Wayne Brandt, Dick Knoll, Joe Wood.  

Opposed: Bob Dunn, Jerry Rose. Abstained: Paul Ellefson, Judy Hewes, Jan Green. Motion 
passed.  
 

Motion: Jerry Rose moved that if the Integration Team cannot reach consensus, alternative 
positions be provided to the Minnesota Forest Resources Council on the issues of disagreement. 



The motion was seconded by Judy Hewes. Motion unanimously passed.  
 

Due to extended time spent on the previous agenda item, the presentation on a timber 
harvesting/forest management guideline development outreach proposal was postponed until a 
future Council meeting.  
 

Council Member Comments  

Steve Eubanks -- Indicated the Chippewa and Superior National Forest Plan Revision Process 
will initiate its Alternative Option Development in June. Steve also indicated that a public 
meeting on the USDA-Forest Service's proposed forest roads moratorium will be held at the 
Earle Brown Continuing Education Center this evening.  

Judy Hewes -- Indicated that this year's mild winter has been extremely tough on Minnesota's 
resort industry.  

Marcie McLaughlin -- Indicated that the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board commissioned 
a generic environmental impact statement on animal agriculture earlier today.  

Bob Oswold -- Suggested that MFRC meetings be noticed in the local newspapers in advance of 
the meeting.  

Norm Moody -- Invited MFRC members to spend a day in the woods with his resource 
management staff this spring.  

Alan Knaeble -- Indicated the recent cold weather in northern Minnesota has allowed loggers to 
re-enter many of the areas that were becoming inaccessible due to the mild winter. Alan also 
expressed concern over the slow progress being made in developing a forester certification 
program in Minnesota, and requested a report in the near future on the status of SAF's efforts to 
develop such a program in Minnesota.  

Bob Dunn -- Indicated that Gabe Horner is his alternate to the MFRC.  

Jerry Rose -- Distributed a letter describing the formation of a timber productivity initiative 
steering committee, indicating the first meeting of this committee will be at 1:00 p.m. on April 
30, 1998 in the DNR's 5thfloor conference room in St. Paul.  

Wayne Brandt -- Complimented Mike Kilgore and Paul Ellefson for their representation of the 
MFRC at the legislature this year.  

Jan Green -- Expressed her concern that attention be given to the Sierra Club's concerns so that 
the issue of residency doesn't get blown out of proportion.  



Dick Knoll -- Requested additional information on the status of the Interagency Information 
Cooperative.  

Paul Ellefson -- Reflected that MFRC's discussions today were, at times, very difficult and 
intense, but that the MFRC worked through this issues in a constructive fashion.  
 

Public Comments  

Dave Zumeta -- Indicated that a status report of the Interagency Information Cooperative is 
included in the MFRC's program status update, which is part of the MFRC's meeting packet.  

Mike Greenheck -- Indicated his concern as a forest landowner in SE Minnesota over the 
pressure to convert forest land to more developed land uses. He also stated that high property 
taxes make it difficult to maintain the land in a forested condition. Mike requested sources for 
obtaining additional information on how he and other forest landowners in SE Minnesota can 
address these issues.  
 

Motion: Wayne Brandt moved that the Council meeting be adjourned. Dick Knoll seconded the 
motion. The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Michele Clarizio  

Michael Kilgore  

 


