
Minnesota Forest Resources Council  

Minutes of the Council's 24th Meeting - February 19, 1998  

Earle Brown Center-U of M - St. Paul, MN  
 

Council Members Present: Paul Ellefson, Dick Knoll, Bob Oswold, Bob Dunn, Jerry Rose, Jan 
Green, Norm Moody, Alan Knaeble, Wayne Brandt, Steve Eubanks, Marcie McLaughlin, Joe 
Wood  
 

Council Members Absent: Judy Hewes  
 

Staff Present: Mike Kilgore  
 

Call to Order: Paul Ellefson called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  
 

Approval of Minutes  

Motion: Jerry Rose moved to approve the January 15, 1998 meeting minutes. Norm Moody 
seconded the motion. The motion passed.  
 

Marcie McLaughlin requested the minutes indicate her satisfaction with the quality of the 
January MFRC meeting minutes.  
 

Approval of Agenda  

Joe Wood requested that a discussion of the Council's role in responding to and/or advising on 
legislative proposals affecting forestry in Minnesota be added to the agenda.  
 

Motion: Wayne Brandt moved to approve the agenda as amended. Marcie McLaughlin seconded 
the motion. The motion passed.  
 

Chair's Remarks  

Over the past month, Paul Ellefson has attended to a number of Council administrative duties, 
i.e., counseling staff, answering numerous telephone calls regarding Council business, etc. He 
also attended the following meetings:  



• Met with Senator Morse regarding the status of Council programs and future direction.  
• Testified to the Senate Environment &Natural Resources Finance Division about current 

activities of the Council and future program direction. Paul indicated the response was 
very positive. The House hearings are scheduled next week.  

• Met with the Minnesota Association of County Land Commissioners (MACLC) and the 
Minnesota Wood Fiber Council to make presentations on Council activities.  

• Met with the Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership to discuss the Riparian Technical 
Report while also attending the Landscape Planning information meeting that evening.  

• Met with the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy and the Minnesota 
Audubon Society regarding the status of the implementation of various mitigations stated 
in the Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS).  
 

Executive Director's Report  

Mike Kilgore reported the following items:  

• Distributed a handout that was provided to the Senate Environment and Natural 
Resources Finance Division members regarding status of Council activities. The 
committee seemed pleased with the Council's overall progress. Policy legislation has 
been introduced to add a representative from the American Indian community to the 
Council. There is also movement to provide additional funding ($200,000/year) to the 
Council to provide resources toward our landscape program, research studies, modeling, 
and monitoring. The House will hold similar hearings next week.  

• Handed out a copy of the mitigation measures document he prepared. The document 
identifies the 22 more tactical recommendations contained in the GEIS and our best 
judgment of their status.  

• The Economic Analysis Subcommittee will meet next Friday, February 27, to discuss the 
draft work plan for the economic analysis that will be considered at the March Council 
meeting.  

• The Landscape Planning Subcommittee will meet on March 12 in St. Paul.  
• Mike is working with DNR Information and Education Bureau to put together a news 

release that describes the outcomes of this meeting concerning the guidelines.  
• Citizen Concern process - currently updating the web site to get the process more widely 

distributed. The Council has received no inquiries yet.  
 

Communications to the Minnesota Forest Resources Council  

Paul Ellefson noted that the Council received four letters. The letters were handed out and will 
be referred to during the agenda item discussion:  

• a letter from Trout Unlimited regarding riparian zone management guidelines.  
• a letter from the Associated Contract Loggers regarding the Council's economic analysis.  
• a letter from Mike Furtman to Jan Green regarding the riparian zone management 

guidelines.  



• a letter from Bridget Hust to Bob Dunn regarding the riparian zone management 
guidelines.  
 

MN Forest Resources Partnership Update  

Jack Rajala deferred any comments from the Partnership until the discussion of the riparian zone 
management guidelines.  
 

Proposed Site Level Forest Wildlife Habitat Guidelines  

Paul Ellefson stated that it is the Council's responsibility today to review the process of guideline 
development and either accept or reject the guidelines for forwarding on to the Integration Team. 
The Council is not approving the substance of the guidelines.  
 

Tim Webb, technical team leader, gave the Council a report of the team's membership, an 
overview of its mission, procedures and meetings. He then reviewed the organization of the draft 
guidelines in relation to the scoping document. He then reviewed the peer review comments. The 
guidelines focus on the site-level, but if we were conscious of a landscape implication it was 
noted in our documentation.  
 

Motion: Norm Moody moved that the Minnesota Forest Resources Council accept the Site-Level 
Wildlife Habitat Guidelines and forward them to the Guidelines Integration Team. The motion 
was seconded by Joe Wood. The motion carried.  
 

Wayne Brandt stated that he believes the report was uniquely well organized. Specifically, the 
separation of the guideline recommendation and the enhancement, acknowledging the variability 
or lack of information available, he felt, was very appropriate for a voluntary set of guidelines.  
 

Paul Ellefson extended the Council's thanks for the excellent work by the technical team in 
completing the guidelines.  
 

Proposed Forest Soil Productivity Guidelines  

Dick Rossman, technical team leader, presented the Council a report of the team's membership, 
an overview of its mission, procedures and process. He then reviewed the draft guidelines 
document in relation to the approved scoping document. He concluded by highlighting the peer 
review comments and discussing integration team topics.  
 



Motion: Jerry Rose moved that the Forest Resources Council accept the Forest Soil Productivity 
Guidelines and forward them to the Guidelines Integration Team. The motion was seconded by 
Jan Green. The motion carried.  
 

Harry Fisher, team member, stated he continuing concern with the increased cost to loggers of 
implementing these guidelines. Generally, the team reach a good consensus and can live with the 
guidelines, but felt more information on the costs of implementation was needed.  
 

Paul Ellefson extended the Council's thanks for the excellent work by the technical team.  
 

Riparian Zone Management Guidelines  

Charlie Blinn, team facilitator, presented the Council with a report on the team membership and 
mission statement. Due to the apparent non-consensus by the team on the final document, 
Charlie gave a detailed report of the team's meetings and where key decisions were agreed to in 
order for the Council to see how the process moved along. He stated that he believes it is not 
possible for the team to reach consensus on riparian management zone widths and residual basal 
area recommendations.  
 

Wayne Brandt stated that MFI/TPA has serious concerns about the impacts of the guidelines 
with respect to silvicultural and cost considerations. However he was willing to offer a motion to 
move the riparian technical team guidelines on to the integration phase.  
 

Motion: Wayne Brandt moved that the Forest Resources Council accept the Riparian Zone 
Management Guidelines and forward them on to the integration process with the following 
recommendations to the Integration Team:  
 

Make explicit in the integrated guidelines the need for flexibility to allow for the exercising of 
professional judgment, accommodation of a range of landowner objectives, and the requirements 
of specific site conditions including forest diversity. The Site-Based Forest Wildlife Habitat 
guidelines should be used as an example of how to acknowledge this flexibility.  

Make explicit in the integrated guidelines that when a specific guideline is not followed because 
of professional judgment, special landowner objectives, or unique site conditions, that the 
landowner, resource manager, or timber harvested document the reason for the alternative 
treatment.  

Make explicit in the integrated guidelines, the need to intensively monitor, and as appropriate 
carry out research, to determine the effectiveness of riparian zone guidelines and their ability to 
accomplish their intended objectives.  



Utilize economic analysis to make adjustments as appropriate.  
 

The motion was seconded by Dick Knoll.  
 

Jerry Rose stated that he supports the resolution based on his belief that the document contains 
flexibility.  
 

Steve Eubanks stated he supports the motion as stated. As an agency, it favors having some 
flexibility. There are things you do in the short term with a riparian management zone to benefit 
the long term productive health of a riparian ecosystem that may not meet these guidelines.  
 

Alan Knaeble expressed concern with establishing yet more restrictive guidelines until such time 
as good science says that we need to, especially when no one has proven that our water quality is 
not good and that we are doing something wrong. He believes we need to work on this issue 
more.  
 

Dick Knoll commented that several of the draft guidelines require private landowners to leave 
standing timber which is an economic hardship. He does not believe that the private forest 
landowners should pay the expense of water quality and forest management practices for the 
state.  
 

Jan Green commented that the riparian zone management guidelines are not for water quality 
alone, but for the ecology of the water body and the public resources. We have always had some 
kind of stewardship ethic that public resources will also be the responsibility of the landowner. 
However, landowners are already exempt because these guidelines are voluntary and are meant 
to give guidance for people who want to provide good stewardship for their land.  
 

Norm Moody commended the team for its hard work. He then presented a resolution from the 
MACLC which requests the Council consider postponing acceptance of these guidelines while 
continuing a process with the Riparian Technical Team. The Council could consider 
restructuring the team and hiring a professional facilitator. The land commissioners' major issues 
are the width of the buffer strips and the 60-foot square foot basal area.  
 

Jack Rajala, Forest Resources Partnership, stated that the Partnership has serious questions from 
a silvicultural standpoint about the prescriptive nature of the basal requirement. It also has 
difficulty with the arbitrary nature in which the zone was set. The Partnership asks that the 
Council advance the guidelines to the integration team, but that the Council takes ownership of 
the situation and spend time encouraging a possible solution. The Partnership is committed to 



implementing the guidelines, but does not believe it is possible for the Partnership to support 
these.  
 

Norm Moody stated that the MACLC adopted a second resolution supporting the Partnership's 
comments written in the letter to Paul Ellefson dated February 16, 1998.  
 

Tim Webb commented that it is his understanding that the integration team will not change 
guidelines based on the economic analysis.  
 

Council members then engaged in a discussion of when or if the integration team would change 
guidelines based on the financial analysis or if this would be a Council prerogative.  
 

Jerry Rose stated that he does not believe that it is the role of the integration team to make policy 
decisions. At this time, we do not know what kind of decisions there may need to be, but when it 
comes to tradeoffs between economics and other things, it is appropriate for the Council to make 
those decisions.  
 

Mr. Brandt's motion carried unanimously.  
 

Integration Guideline Team Update  

Michael Phillips provided an update: 1) the Economic Subcommittee will meet February 27 at 
the Superior National Forest office in Duluth to discuss and review a draft economic analysis 
work plan for consideration at the March Council meeting; 2) the process for hiring a consultant 
that will put together the guidebook is moving forward; 3) the Integration team is continuing its 
work of filtering the guidelines and recombining them under forest management activities. The 
team is making all the recombinations without changing the spirit of the guideline. The team is 
meeting every two weeks.  
 

Alan Knaeble indicated he hopes the integration team will keep the logger and his ability to 
continue to do his job without too many restrictions in mind as it proceeds with integrating the 
guidelines.  
 

Landscape Pilot Implementation  

Dave Miller stated that the process of gathering candidates for a Northeast Regional Landscape 
Planning Committee is continuing. To date, we have 29 folks who have signed up on 
participation forms. The Council discussed extending the deadline for nominees to ensure 



adequate representation. The Landscape Planning Subcommittee will assess the need for a delay 
at the end of next week.  
 

Forest Resources Council's Relationship with Legislature  

Joe Wood surfaced the issue of establishing credibility/relationship with the legislature whereby 
it would consider the role of the Council on legislation that is introduced and relates to forestry 
in Minnesota. The chair asked Mike Kilgore to provide some feedback on this issue.  
 

Council Member Comments  

Oswold - thanked the chair, executive director, and Jerry Rose for coming to speak with the 
Wood Fiber Legislative Committee before their annual legislative visits.  

Knaeble - noted the seriousness of winter logging activities due to the mild weather conditions.  

Eubanks - provided an update on the National Forest Plan revision. Also, the Forest Service will 
be a public meeting on March 19 at the Earle Brown Center from 6-9 p.m. to take comments on 
its proposed roads moratorium.  

Green - noted that Bridget Hust is leaving the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy 
(MCEA). In the interim, Jim Erkel will serve in her place. She also thanked Mike Kilgore for 
putting together the mitigation measures document. It was well put together and she would like 
the Council to discuss in more detail at a future meeting.  

Rose - handed out the Minnesota Residential Fuelwood Survey ('95-96 Heating Season). Noted 
that the department's capital bonding budget contains dollars for the design phase for an 
interpretive center at the Sand Dunes States Forest. We plan to interpret a "working forest." .  

Dunn - also thanked Mike and Paul for their effort to develop the mitigation measures document 
in response to the letter from the MCEA and the Audubon Society. He commented that this 
demonstrates the need for additional help and is pleased with the legislative initiative to provide 
more money to support Council staffing.  

Moody - noted that Cass County is very serious about riparian issues and has just hired a new 
forest resource manager who is a forest hydrologist.  
 

Public Comments  

Howard Hedstrom - would like to address the Council in more depth at a future meeting, but he 
believes the Council needs to stay relevant and stay involved as many folks have a lot riding on 
the Council and its activities.  



Harry Fischer - stressed the need for the Council to allow enough time for the integration team 
to put together a well developed and thought out document.  
 

Motion: Dick Knoll moved the Forest Resources Council meeting adjourn. The motion was 
seconded by Wayne Brandt. The motion carried.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  
 

Minutes submitted by:  

Patricia Blom  

 


