Minnesota Forest Resources Council
Minutes of the Council's 17" Meeting - April 17, 1997
Earle Brown Continuing Education Center
University of Minnesota - St. Paul Campus
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Council Members Present: Bob Dunn, Paul Ellefson, Steve Eubanks, Jan Green, Alan Knaeble, Dick Knoll,
Jack LaVoy, Marcie McLaughlin, Norm Moody, Robert Oswold, Jerry Rose

Alternates Present: Tom Day (alternate for Judy Hewes)

Council Members Absent: Judy Hewes, Joe Wood

Staff Present: Mike Kilgore, Sarah Risser
Call to Order - Paul Ellefson called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

Approval of Minutes
Motion: Steve Eubanks moved to approve the March 20, 1997 minutes. Motion passed.

Approval of Agenda
Motion: Norm Moody moved to approve the April 17, 1997 agenda. Motion passed.

Chair's Remark

Over the past month, Paul Ellefson has been busy addressing administrative concerns of staff and
Council members, fielding calls regarding Council activities, and attending legislative hearings. Paul's
impression is that the Council has come a long way in: 1) clarifying specific roles and responsibilities for
implementing the Sustainable Forest Resources Act, and 2) correcting inaccurate perceptions that the
Council is driven by industry concerns. This progress is a result of the hard work of Council members
with constituents and legislators.

Executive Director's Report

Mike Kilgore emphasized that Council members should submit reimbursement information on a
monthly basis. Mike then distributed proposed Sustainable Forest Resources Act appropriation rider
language emphasizing that focus is now placed on the SFRA instead of the GEIS and pointing out the
specific deadlines for guideline development in the senate version (the dates came directly out of the
Council's Biennial Report). In addition, Mike clarified that program and budget updates will be
distributed bi-monthly.

The Research Advisory Committee met on April 8, 1997 to discuss the draft version of the Strategic
Research Assessment Document. They will hold the first of two public forums to identify priority
research needs on Wednesday April 23, 1997 in room 110 of Green Hall. The second public forum will be
held in Duluth in late May.

Communications to the Council
Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership




March 21, 1997 letter from Terry Weber to Mike Kilgore emphasizing that the Partnership is looking
toward positive collaboration with the Council in its approach to landscape-level planning and
coordination.

March 27, 1997 letter from Jack Rajala to Senator Steve Morse emphasizing that the Partnership is
committed to sustainable forest resource management and working cooperatively and collaboratively
with the Council on the timely development of site level guidelines and landscape level planning and
coordination.

Update from Terry Weber

Terry Weber updated the Council on the following activities and event pertaining to Partnership
activities:

Crow Wing County recently passed a resolution to become an official Partnership member. The
Partnership has obtained two new members in the last month bringing total membership up to 26.
The Partnership will hold a meeting on April 23, 1997 with a major agenda item being landscape-level
planning and coordination.

Dave Miller attended the Partnership's advisory committee meeting. Terry expressed appreciation for
the level of Partnership involvement in the process.

Terry distributed and discussed a flow chart developed by the Riparian Task Group to identify site level
problems.

Other Interested Parties

March 26, 1997 letter from Olin Phillips, Co-Chair of the Forest Nursery Roundtable describing two
issues that "should be addressed by the Council and its affiliates:" 1) the need to identify and secure a
long-term, stable source of funding--in addition to funding from State Forest Nursery Operations and
seedlings sales--for tree improvement; and 2) the Forest Nursery Roundtable's recommendation that
the MFRC consider, as a high-priority for action, holding a broad-based, in-depth discussion leading to
the development of creative avenues and partnerships to increase tree planting in Minnesota. Olin also
suggested that the Council consider the possibility of a hosting a presentation from the Forest Nursery
Roundtable group on these topics.

Discussion: Landscape-Based Forest Resources Planning and Coordination
Janet Green presented: Landscape Diversity and Forest Change from Glaciers to Grey Hawks. The talk
was enthusiastically received.

Merrill Kaufmann, research physiologist at the Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station,
presented information to the Council on the Forest Service's work on Ecosystem Management and its
applications in the Columbia River Basin Gorge Area. Merrill placed emphasis on the importance of
"solid" scientific information. Merle distributed copies of selected overheads from his presentation.

Dave Miller then discussed his activities and ideas for upcoming work. Dave also mentioned the a
stakeholder workshop to be held on May 5" and 6™ in Cloquet to define regional landscapes. At the next
Council meeting Dave will work with the Council to process the information gathered at the stakeholder
meetings and "pull all of the segments together." Dave concluded by emphasizing the importance of
keeping Council members comfortable with the process.

Approval: SFRA Monitoring Programs Development Procedures Document
Mike Kilgore presented an overview of the Monitoring Programs Development Procedures Document
and solicited input and feedback from the Council. Jerry Rose distributed a number of suggested




changes and Janet Green suggested modifying the document to encourage integration between the
Interagency Information Cooperative and the various monitoring programs.

Motion: Bob Dunn moved to postpone discussion of this item until the next meeting. Motion passed.
Update: Timber Harvesting and Forest Management Guideline Development

Jerry Birchem is unable to attend the Riparian Technical Team meetings. The Council discussed a
replacement for Jerry.

Motion: Alan Knaeble moved to appoint Brian Giddings to the Riparian Technical Team. Motion passed.

Mike Kilgore discussed a recent meeting he had with the Integration Team regarding ideas for
completing the guidelines within the suggested timelines. Mike distributed a handout summarizing
many of the ideas suggested.

Mike Phillips discussed the compliance monitoring program and then distributed a survey that is being
going out to all of the states. The surveys should be back by May 16" and Mike will provide background
information to the Council in July regarding the types and costs of compliance monitoring programs.

Mike distributed the last set of minutes from the Soil Productivity Technical Team.

(The Council agreed to reorder the discussion of the Interagency Information Cooperative and Potential
SFRA Appropriation Expenditures)

Potential SFRA Appropriation Expenditures

Jerry Rose requested that the Council consider funding DNR-initiated projects with the Council's
contingency funds. Jerry emphasized that these projects (discussed below) would further Council goals
and passed out a prioritized description of these projects. These projects would:

Make current earth satellite imagery and DNR forest stand data available to users interactively.
Complete the portion of the state not covered in priority number one and make this product available
by the end of 1997.

Produce a series of digital geographic coverages which provide location and acreage of forest harvesting
and other disturbance across the forested portion of Minnesota.

Develop a statewide system to provide standardized quantitative indexes of plant community diversity
and distribution within landscape elements and landtype association polygons.

Motion: Jerry Rose moved to support these proposals to the extent that FY 1997 SFRA implementation
funds are available. Motion passed; however, Alan Knaeble, Jack LaVoy, and Dick Knoll dissented.

Marcie McLaughlin requested that staff assess the availability of SFRA funds to accelerate the Minnesota
Association of County Land Commissioner's participation in the Interagency Information Cooperative.

Update: Interagency Information Cooperative

Dave Zumeta provided an overview of the Interagency Information Cooperative. NRRI and the College of
Natural Resources at the University of Minnesota recently joined the other four key members (DNR,
LMIC, MN County Lands, USFS). Dave Zumeta expressed excitement about the Fornet project and
discussed potential linkages.




Charlie Peterson from the Department of Administration facilitated a number of informational
workshops and he discussed the outcomes of these meetings.

In closing, Dave distributed the IIC Needs Assessment Document.

Council Member Comments

Paul Ellefson mentioned that Barb Coffin from the Institute for Sustainable Resource Management
Education is interested in establishing an advisory committee and will be contacting Council members in
the near future.

Bob Oswold thanked Jan Green for her presentation.

Norm Moody mentioned that he spoke with the Crow Wing Board about the roles and responsibilities of
the Partnership and Council. Norm also invited Council members to a presentation on remote sensing
research partially supported by Cass Council in Backus on April 23, 1997.

Alan Knaeble indicated that members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association has visited with
several legislators about the Council and the SFRA.

Marcie McLaughlin passed out the MN Rural Partners newsletter and mentioned that Mike Kilgore had
attended their meeting last week.

Steve Eubanks expressed his appreciation for the presentations given earlier.

Jerry Rose mentioned that he plans to meet with the Red Lake Nation. He will be in Missoula next week
for a USDA Forest Service-sponsored stakeholder workshop on collaboration.

Public Comments
Bruce Zumbahlen expressed appreciation to the Council for supporting the White Pine initiative and the
four proposals. Suggested a demonstration of FORNET at the August Council meeting.

Next Meeting
Thursday May 15, 1997 Earle Brown Center for Continuing Education.

Motion: Bob Oswold moved that the April 17, 1997 Council meeting adjourn. Motion passed.



