Minnesota Forest Resources Council
Meeting Minutes
June 20, 1996
Forest Service Office
Grand Marais, Minnesota
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Council Members Present
Bob Dunn, Paul Ellefson, Janet Green, Howard Hedstrom, Richard Knoll, Marcie McLaughlin, Norm
Moody, Kathy McAllister, Robert Oswold, Gerry Rose.

Council Members Absent
Judy Hewes, Alan Knaeble, Joseph Wood.

Alternates Present
Bruce Barker (alternate for Alan Knaeble).

Staff Present
Michael Kilgore, Sarah Risser, Laurie Zitzman.

Call to Order
Paul Ellefson called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.

Motion: Jerry Rose moved and Howard Hedstrom seconded the approval of the May 16, 1996 Minutes.
Motion passed.

Motion: Norm Moody moved and Bob Dunn seconded the approval of the June 20, 1996 meeting
agenda. Motion passed.

Chair's Remarks
The planning subcommittee met on June 10, 1996 in Cloquet to continue its review of statewide forest
resources planning requirements.

Upcoming Council Meetings - Paul indicated the July meeting will not be held. The Council will hold a
two-day meeting on the 18th and 19th of September in Lanesboro, with the first day being a Council
retreat.

Resignation of Council Members - Paul received letters indicating Kathy McAllister and Howard
Hedstrom have resigned from the Council, effective the end of this month.

Executive Director's Report
Council Policy Analyst - Sarah Risser was recently hired to support the Council as a Policy Analyst. Sarah
was welcomed to the Council.

Relocating Office Space - Mike Kilgore updated the Council on efforts to relocate the Council's office.
Mike and Sarah will move to the University of Minnesota (Natural Resources Administration Building)



sometime late this summer or early next fall.

Amending Council Operating Protocols - In response to the Council's request, Mike contacted the
Attorney General's office regarding the need to reference the state's Open Meeting Law in the Council's
Operating Protocols. Mike reported he was advised such a reference is not needed since the Council is
bound to the provisions contained in this law.

Communication with House/Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee - Mike met with
Senator Morse and talked to Jim Reinholdz (for Rep. Chuck Brown) regarding the work of the Council
and its decision to move its offices outside the DNR building. Neither expressed concern over the
decision to move the Council office.

MN Forest Resources Partnership - Mike reported attending both meetings of the Partnership held since
the last Council meeting. Additionally, Mike met with Partnership Chair, Jack Rajala, to discuss Council
and Partnership activities and interaction.

Research Advisory Committee - The Research Advisory Committee met in Duluth on May 31, 1996.
Current work of the Committee involves developing a strategic research document that identifies
strategic directions for forest resources research. The Committee drafted an RFP to fund collaborative
research efforts focusing on riparian areas, wildlife, and forest productivity, and will likely make
recommendations to the Council on forest resources research at the August Council meeting.

Planning Subcommittee - The planning subcommittee met for the third time in Cloquet on June 10th.
The Subcommittee is currently drafting a report to identify major changes in state forest resources
planning requirements. The subcommittee intends to submit their report to the Council in August.

Communication - Mike Kilgore passed out a recently-prepared SFRA Implementation Information Sheet.

Communications to the Minnesota Forest Resources Council

Both Jack Rajala, chair of the Partnership, and Bridget Hust, Forest Project Director with the Minnesota
Center for Environmental Advocacy, submitted letters to Paul Ellefson regarding the relationship
between the Council and the Partnership. Jack Rajala proposed a formal process in which three
individuals from both the Council and the Partnership would meet to discuss establishing better linkages
between the two organizations. Bridget Hust raised concern that such a formal process might limit
access to meetings.

The Council discussed at length the relationship between the Council and Partnership, as well as the two
letters. In general, the Council agreed that a high level of collaboration with the Partnership was
extremely important to ensure the success of both organizations. It also felt that while the roles and
relationships of the guideline technical teams and task groups continue to be of some concern, they are
not growing as issues nor have they reached the point of becoming an overwhelming problem. The
Council agreed that continued dialogue with the Partnership on this issue would be productive, and
requested the Chair draft a letter requesting a meeting with the Partnership at the Partnership's August
meeting.

Tom Martinson, representing the Partnership, conveyed concerns/questions about the Council's
Landscape-Based Planning Process. These concerns were written up and passed out to Council



members.

Sustainable Forest Resources Act Implementation Budgets

Mike Kilgore presented background information on the SFRA implementation budget. Mike discussed
existing allocations to each of the eight program areas identified in the Governor's 1996-97 biennial
budget, as well as proposed allocations for the 1998-99 biennium. Mike stated the SFRA implementation
budget will be prepared as a component of the DNR's budget, but that it will be identified as a separate
budget activity. Mike concluded the discussion on the budget by emphasizing the Council needs to
identify any budget initiatives for the next biennium at the August meeting. The Council asked the
Personnel and Budget Subcommittee to review existing and proposed SFRA implementation budgets,
and recommend to the full Council direction for allocating funds as well as new funding initiative, if any.

Tour The Council toured Hedstrom Lumber Company.

Establishing a Process to Accept Public Comments on Negligent Timber Harvesting Practices

Mike Kilgore reviewed with the Council its responsibilities for facilitating a process to accept public
complaints on negligent timber harvesting or forest management practices. Mike Turner, executive
director of the Minnesota Logger Education Program, discussed a process for handling public complaints
favored by his executive board. There was considerable discussion regarding the Council's role in
establishing and administering a public complaint process. The Council agreed that they have no legal
authority to investigate complaints or to serve as a mediator, and that the most appropriate outcome
would be to gather information and report back to the concerned party. The Council also agreed the
public needs to be informed about what the intent and outcomes are of such a process. Mike Kilgore
indicated he would prepare a draft complaint referral process for the Council's consideration in August.

Council's Attention to Forest Resource Issues

Mike Kilgore reviewed the Council's responsibility to advise the Governor and other federal, state, and
local agencies on forest resource policies and programs. Mike discussed a draft identifying criteria for
selecting issues to be addressed by the Council, as well as a process for dealing with issues once they
have been identified. The Council discussed the draft, tested the selection criteria on the white pine
issue, and suggested minor changes to the draft. Mike indicated he will incorporate the changes
suggested and present a revised draft at the August Council meeting.

Update on Timber Harvesting Guideline Development

Mike Phillips passed out the rosters for the riparian, wildlife, and soils technical teams and the
integration team. He also distributed the proposed final roster of the Historical/Cultural Resources
Technical Team. The Council approved the membership of the Historical/Cultural Resources Technical
Team. Mike reported the technical teams are currently focused on scoping issues and coordinating an
outside review of their proposed scope.

Mike and Alan Jones discussed an issue raised by the Historical/Cultural Resources Technical Team,
namely at what point are the economic and social implications of guidelines to be considered. The
Council indicated economic and financial evaluations are identified as a distinct step in developing the
guidelines. It further indicated that economic and social considerations should be considered by the
technical teams through the entire guideline development process, but not as an explicit exercise
beyond what is specified in the Guideline Procedures and Timetable document.



Mike also reported that Don McKay is currently researching approaches to analyze economic issues and
has created the beginnings of a MFRC home page specifically for the guideline technical teams.

Council Member Comments
Paul Ellefson - Mentioned thanks to Kathy McAllister and Howard Hedstrom for serving on the Council.

Howard Hedstrom - Expressed appreciation and his enjoyment for serving on the Council, and suggested
the Council monitor issues affecting forestry nationally (e.g., the anti-clear cutting referendum in
Maine).

Kathy McAllister - Expressed her appreciation and enjoyment for serving on the Council.

Marcie McLaughlin - Circulated the newsletter of Minnesota Rural Partners and mentioned that hybrid
activities are moving forward in southern Minnesota.

Janet Green - Suggested future agenda items for the MFRC including: 1) the role of the DNR in the
monitoring program, 2) white pine task force update, and 3) ecological classification system.

Norm Moody - Thanked Kathy and Howard for their service on the Council and displayed county forest
management plans that have been developed.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Forest Resources Council will be on Thursday August 15 in Grand
Rapids. The Council will plan to meet with the Partnership on Wednesday August 14 in Grand Rapids.
The September meeting will be held the 19th and 20th at the Forest Resources Center in Lanesboro. The
October 17th meeting will be at Itasca State Park.

Motion: Howard Hedstrom moved and Kathy McAllister seconded that the Council stand in
adjournment. Motion carried. The meetings adjourned at 4:30 p.m.





