Minnesota Forest Resources Council
Meeting Minutes
April 18, 1996
Ruttger's Sugar Lake Lodge
Grand Rapids, Minnesota
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Council Members Present
Paul Ellefson, Judy Hewes, Bob Dunn, Janet Green, Howard Hedstrom, Kathy McAllister, Norm Moody,
Alan Knaeble, Dick Knoll, Bob Oswold

Council Members Absent
Jerry Rose, Joe Wood, Marcie McLaughlin

Alternates Present
John Kvasnicka represented Joe Wood and Bruce Zumbahlen represented Jerry Rose.

Staff Present
Michael Kilgore, Laurie Zitzman

Call to Order
Paul Ellefson called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.

Motion: Judy Hewes moved and Norm Moody seconded the approval of the March 21, 1996, Council
meeting minutes. Motion Passed.

Motion: Jan Green moved and Bob Oswold seconded the approval of the April 18, 1996, Council meeting
agenda. Motion passed.

Chair's Remarks
Paul Ellefson participated in the Council's Planning Subcommittee meeting on April 5 and the first
meeting of the Forest Resources Research Advisory Committee meeting on April 16.

Paul indicated there are now three subcommittees on the Council: Personnel, Planning, and GEIS
Mitigation Implementation. He referenced the Council's protocols regarding the appointment of
committees, indicating the membership of future committees will be limited to four to five Council
members.

Paul stated some Council members have inquired about modifying the Protocols to clarify how agenda
items placed on the agenda the day of a Council meeting are to be addressed. Mike Kilgore has been
asked to work with Bob Dunn and Joe Wood to develop draft language for the Council's consideration in
May. Modification of the Council's protocols will be an action item on the May agenda.

Paul reported five Council members attended the Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership meeting on
April 17.

Executive Director's Report




Agenda Modification. Mike Kilgore indicated the presentation on the Interagency Information
Cooperative will not occur as indicated on the agenda. Mike was asked to provide the Council with
copies of any available written material on the Interagency Information Cooperative.

Research Advisory Committee. Mike reported that the Research Advisory Committee met for the first
time earlier in the week. This committee has two primary responsibilities as indicated in the Sustainable
Forest Resources Act: 1) provide strategic direction for Forestry research in the State; 2) sponsor the
undertaking of priority forest resources research. The next Research Advisory Committee meeting will
be Thursday, May 30 at the Natural Resources Research Institute in Duluth from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Mike encouraged interested Council members to attend this meeting.

Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership. Mike attended the Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership
meeting on April 17. The roles and relationships of the Council and Partnership were discussed at length
at that meeting, specifically the roles of the two organizations in developing timber harvesting and
forest management guidelines and the Council's authority in developing the guidelines.

Ecosystem Management Demonstration Project. The Council has been asked to serve on an advisory
committee for an ecosystem management demonstration project sponsored by Boise Cascade. Mike will
be attending the first advisory committee meeting on Friday in International Falls.

Council Staff Position. Mike indicated he has begun the process of filling the other Council staff position
authorized by the Legislature. Working with the Bureau of Human Resources, a position description and
position announcement have been prepared. Mike indicated this is a professional position with limited
administrative responsibilities. A copy of the position announcement was distributed to Council
members. Mike encouraged Council members to circulate the position announcement within their
respective organizations. He stated his goal is to have this position filled by the first part of June.

Budget Information. Mike was asked to provide the Council quarterly financial reports on expenditures
from the Council's appropriation as well as the appropriation for implementing the Sustainable Forest
Resources Act.

Background Report. Mike presented a report he prepared for the Council that addresses two issues
concerning the Council's operations: 1) identify opportunities to provide the Council a greater presence
and visibility in greater Minnesota; and 2) identify ways of maintaining the Council's independence from
the individual organizations represented on the Council. The Council discussed at length this report,
particularly the option of relocating the Council's offices outside the DNR building. The Council agreed
that while the office will remain in the Twin Cities area, staff should investigate the costs associated with
relocating the offices to another state facility, the College of Natural Resources, and a non-state office
building. The chair indicated that the Council will discuss these relocation options and make a decision
on the Council's office location at the May meeting. The chair also reminded members that both the
Council and DNR are part of the state's executive branch of government, and cautioned members about
making disparaging remarks about the DNR given this relationship.

Forestry Video. A video on Forestry and the Timber Harvesting GEIS was viewed by the Council.

Procedures Document: Landscape-Based Forest Resources Planning.

Mike Kilgore reviewed with the Council the draft procedures document for developing a landscape-
based forest resources planning program. Two issues discussed by the Council were: the need to have
an individual available immediately to assist the Council in developing the landscape-based planning




process; and whether or not the process should be piloted in one landscape before going operational
statewide. Staff was asked to redraft the procedures document that addresses these two issues, and
bring it back to the Council for action in May.

Review of Minnesota Forest Resource Planning Requirements

Dave Zumeta, Division of Forestry, gave a brief report on the work of the Council's Planning
Subcommittee, including the outcomes of the April 5 Subcommittee meeting. The next meeting of the
subcommittee will be May 6 at the Cloquet Forestry Center.

Timber Harvesting/Forest Management Guideline Update

Mike Phillips provided the Council an update on the timber harvesting and forest management guideline
development process. Mike stated the first meeting of the four technical teams will be Monday, April 29
in Cloquet, and that Council members were welcome to attend. He also informed the Council only a few
individuals have indicated they are unable to participate on the technical teams. Mike will be identifying
replacements for these individuals, and will bring these names to the May Council meeting for a decision
regarding their participation.

Presentations:
Forester Certification Program. Rick Dahlman, Division of Forestry, discussed the Minnesota Society of
American Forester's efforts to establish a voluntary certification program for foresters.

Council Member Comments
Jan Green plans to attend a Gap Analysis and the Minnesota Lakes Association meeting.

Bob Dunn will also be attending the Lakes Association meeting in Duluth.

Kathy McAllister will be at a meeting on May 1 with all Chippewa and Superior National Forest
Leadership Teams, and has invited Mike Kilgore to discuss the Forest Resources Council.

Alan Knaeble indicated the Timber Producers Association's annual meeting will be held in Duluth on
April 26, and that Mike Kilgore and Paul Ellefson will be making a presentation on the Council at that
meeting.

Norm Moody will be attending the Associated Contractor Loggers meeting in Eveleth on the 27th.

Howard Hedstrom will be in Washington DC on May 6 attending the American Forest and Paper
Association meeting.

Judy Hewes reported that visual quality BMPs and forestry issues in general were discussed at a recent
Minnesota Resort Association board meeting.

Paul Ellefson reported that he has been asked to chair a National Academy of Science's commission on
the role of non-federal forest lands in the United States.

Public Comments
Steve Early provided a number of comments on the membership and work of the Minnesota Forest
Resources Partnership, including specific issues discussed at yesterday's Partnership meeting.




Garrett Ous provided comments to the Council regarding the roles of the Council and Partnership in
developing timber harvesting guidelines; county efforts at landscape-based planning; and the authority
of the Council as defined in the Sustainable Forest Resources Act.

Bridget Hust commented on her pending participation on the Riparian Zone Technical Team.

Next meeting
The next meeting of the Minnesota Forest Resources Council will be on Thursday, May 16, 1996, at

Cloquet Forestry Center in Cloquet. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at 4:00 p.m.

Motion:
Dick Knoll moved and Alan Knaeble seconded that the Council stand in adjournment. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.



