Minnesota Forest Resources Council
Meeting Minutes
January 30, 1996
Cragun's Conference Center - Brainerd
9:30-4:00 p.m.

Council Members Present
Paul Ellefson, Judy Hewes, Bob Dunn, Norm Moody, Jerry Rose, Kathleen McAllister, Bob Oswold,
Howard Hedstrom, Dick Knoll, Joe Wood, Janet Green, Marcie McLaughlin

Staff Present
Michael Kilgore, Patti Blom

Call to Order
Paul Ellefson called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.

Motion: Judy Hewes moved and Norm Moody seconded the approval of the December 14, 1995
meeting minutes. Motion passed.

Motion: Jan Green moved and Jerry Rose seconded the approval of the agenda. Motion passed.

Interim Executive Director's Report

Per Diem and Expenses. In response to questions from Council members regarding per diem and
expenses, Mike Kilgore informed the Council that members will receive a Form 1099 from the state for
tax purposes for any travel and per diem claim. Mike also noted that Council members are not
mandated to claim per diem.

Council Letterhead. In response to a question regarding the legality of using names on the Council's
letterhead, the Attorney General's office responded that the Council can print the member's names on
its letterhead.

GEIS Implementation Survey. The GEIS mitigation implementation survey is still being drafted and should
be available for discussion at the Council's February meeting. Once approved by the Council, the survey
would be presented to the Forest Resources Partnership for implementation.

SFRA Presentation. Mike informed the Council that he will speak about the Sustainable Forest Resources
Act at a joint conference in New York in early February.

Supplemental Funding - SFRA. Two groups are discussing the possibility of requesting additional funding
to accelerate implementation of the Sustainable Forestry Resources Act. At present, no formal funding
requests have been made to the Legislature.

Executive Director Position

Paul Ellefson stated that he received between 25-30 calls on the position, resulting in eight applications
being submitted. Paul stated the Council could review the applicants or appoint a subcommittee to
review the applications and identify candidate finalists to be interviewed by the Council at the February
15 meeting.




The Council agreed to appoint a subcommittee. It also suggested additional criteria regarding
administrative and communication skills be included in the standards for rating candidates as well as a
de-emphasis on forestry experience.

Motion: Howard Hedstrom moved that the chair establish a four-member subcommittee to select 2-3
candidates to interview before the Council at the February 15 meeting. Joe Wood seconded the motion.
Motion passed.

Paul Ellefson appointed the chair, vice-chair, Janet Green, and Howard Hedstrom as members of the
subcommittee.

Research Advisory Committee

Paul Ellefson stated he requested the name of an individual from the four organizations specified in the
Sustainable Forest Resources Act as being represented on the Research Advisory Committee. In
response to this request, the following individuals were identified: Mike Lalich, U of M Natural
Resources Research Institute, Dave Lothner, U.S. Forest Service North Central Forest Experiment Station,
Al Sullivan, Dean, College of Natural Resources, and Rod Sando, Commissioner, Department of Natural
Resources.

Motion: Janet Green moved that the Council approve the nominees from the four organizations as
named. Norm Moody seconded the motion. Motion carried.

The Council discussed adding additional representatives. The consensus of the Council was that the
committee should be limited to seven. Janet Green nominated Dave Tilman to represent the Minnesota
Forest Action Network and Howard Hedstrom nominated Al Lucier from the National Council on Air and
Stream Improvement to represent the state's forest products industry interests. The Council also
acknowledged that the MN Forest Resources Partnership be represented on this committee. Mike
Kilgore was asked to write a letter to the Partnership seeking such a representative.

Motion: Joe Wood moved that the Research Advisory Committee be limited to seven positions. The four
organizations specified in the Act, plus three additional members: MN Forest Resources Partnership,
forest products industry, and the Forest Action Network. Jerry Rose seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

Paul Ellefson stated he and staff will convene the initial meeting of the Research Advisory Committee
shortly.

Timber Harvesting and Forest Management Guideline Development Proposal
Mike Kilgore reviewed the proposal to develop comprehensive timber harvesting and forest

management guidelines. Following his presentation, the Council discussed conducting external (e.g.
peer) review at critical junctures in the process; the role of the Partnership; consideration of economic
consequences in guideline development; the relationship of guideline development to the landscape
forest resource planning process; and the process for identifying individuals to serve on the technical
teams.

The Council agreed to the four general resource areas identified in the proposal and directed staff to
prepare a letter to Council members requesting the names of individuals to serve on the technical
teams. The Council further requested staff to prepare a revised guideline development proposal for



discussion at the February meeting that addresses the major issues raised during the Council's
discussion.

Landscape-Level Forest Resources Planning

Mike Kilgore provided the Council background information on its responsibilities with respect to
establishing a landscape-based forest resource planning process. To begin the Council's discussion of
this process, Mike invited two individuals working on ecologically-based land classification systems in
Minnesota to make presentations to the Council. Dan Hanson, ecological classification system specialist
with the DNR-Forestry and Don Prettyman, consultant to the Biophysical Inventory Work Group, both
made presentations to the Council on their respective landscape classification effects. Staff indicated the
various landscape delineation options will be prepared shortly for the Council's consideration.

MN Forest Resources Partnership
Jack Rajala, Chair of the Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership, discussed the Partnership's work to
date and how he sees the relationship between the Partnership and Council evolving.

Continuing Education of Natural Resources Professionals

Steve Laursen, Assistant Dean for Outreach, College of Natural Resources, discussed a proposal to
establish a Minnesota Center for Continuing Education of Natural Resources Professionals. He noted the
continuing education center concept was a recommendation of the GEIS Implementation Roundtable.
The center would be responsible for developing, coordinating, and administering a continuing education
program for natural resource professionals. Steve indicated efforts will continue to move forward to
establish the center.

Council Member Comments

Bob Dunn raised the issue of having the Council endorse an effort to obtain additional funding for
Sustainable Forest Resources Act implementation. The Council asked staff to monitor this issue and
report on its progress at the February meeting.

Howard Hedstrom asked the Council to consider becoming more visible in major statewide forest
resource policy issues such as ecosystem management and the extended rotation forests.

At the request of Dick Knoll, Mike Kilgore updated the Council on the Governor's Sustainable Initiative
and stated he will continue to monitor its efforts.

Marcie McLaughlin distributed a copy of the MN Rural Partners'recent newsletter. She also updated the
Council on the status of the Riparian Forest Initiative for the Minnesota River Valley.

Janet Green asked that the Council receive another update on the Interagency Information Collaborative
in the near future. She also asked staff to provide the Council copies of the summary of a report on
ecological land classification recently published by the USDA-Forest Service.

Public Comments
No individuals addressed the Council.

Next Meeting
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 15, 1996, at the St. Cloud Holiday Inn.



Motion:
Howard Hedstrom moved and Dick Knoll seconded a motion that the Council stand in adjournment.
Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Kilgore
Interim Executive Director



