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Forest Vision Devel oped for Southeast M nnesota

Forested bl ufflands and col dwater streans are prine
features in nature’ s naster design of southeastern
M nnesota. Unfortunately, that |andscape desi gn has been
so altered over the years that there is now w despread
concern about how long it can be sustai ned.

“As nore | and continues to be converted from smal
grains and pasture to row crops, and as forest land is
i ncreasingly fragnented by devel opnent, the future of
sout heastern M nnesota could | ook a whole lot different
than it does now,” said Dave Zuneta, Executive Director of
the M nnesota Forest Resources Council (MRC).

As a result of those concerns, a diverse conmttee of
citizens and resource professionals has been working for
over two years on a long-termplan to hel p guide forest
managenent activities in the region. During the planning
process over 20 existing |local plans were utilized
i ncludi ng county, watershed, non-profit, and state
docunents.

The sout heast report is now conplete and is intended
as a guide that can be used by agencies, |ocal governnents,
and private | andowners on a voluntary basis. Wthin the
report is a vision for what the commttee hopes the region
will look Iike 100 years fromnow. The vision includes
i ncreasing native vegetation, protecting riparian areas,
and providing nore assistance to | andowners for managenent
of their | ands.

The report also outlines specific goals and strategies
to achieve the vision. “In a nutshell, the goals are to
i ncrease the anount of forest |and over the next five to
ten years by approximately 3 percent and to decrease the
anmount of fragnentation that is taking place,” Chad Skally,
MFRC Forest Planner, stated.

Prior to European settlenent, it is estimted that 50
to 60 percent of the southeast region was forested. Today,
only about 15 percent is forested. “Since only about 5
percent of the region is publicly owed, the potential for
nore fragnentation of private forest land is very high,”
Skal Iy sai d.



Popul ation growmh in the region accounts for much of
the current fragnmentation and forestland | oss, Skally
acknow edged. “From 1990 to 2000, population in the region
increased 9.5 percent. Over the next 30 years, it is
expected to rise another 25 percent. That will obviously
put much nore pressure on the resources in this area.”

Sout heast M nnesota’s fabled col dwater streams are
al so i npacted by devel opnent and fragnentation. *“The
amount of run-off into these streans increases as nore of
the | andscape is converted fromgrass and trees to
bl acktop. Water quality and tenperature are then affected
and trout and other aquatic species suffer the
consequences,” Larry Gates, Departnent of Natural Resources
(DNR), expl ai ned.

By adopting strategies and practices outlined in the
report (entitled Recommended Vision, Goals and Strategies:
Sout heast Landscape), |andowners will be able to forge a
sustai nabl e future for the region, the planning commttee
bel i eves.

The report has been a cooperative effort between
private | andowners, representatives from University of
M nnesot a, The Audubon Society, The Institute for
Agriculture and Trade Policy — Forestry Center, |zaak
Wal ton League, forest industries, woodl and council groups,
Sierra Club, US. Forest Service, US. Fish and Wldlife
Service, Mnnesota DNR, county and watershed staff, and
nuner ous ot her groups.

The planning commttee was devel oped jointly by the
University of M nnesota Experinment in Rural Cooperation and
t he MFRC Landscape Program The commttee will continue
its efforts by coordinating, inplenmenting, and nonitoring
the reconmendations in the report to support sustainable
forest managenent in the region.

For additional information about forest |andscape
pl anni ng or obtain a copy of the report, visit the MFRC web
site at ww.frc.state.mm.us. Information is avail able by
contacting Chad Skally.
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