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A VISION FOR MINNESOTA=S FOREST RESOURCES

Minnesota Forest Resources Council

Minnesota=s forests are important contributors to the well being of citizens located throughout the

state. Occupying one-third of the state=s land area, forests provide a wide variety of benefits that are

vitally important to many of the state=s economies, communities and environments. So that the many

public and private interests in Minnesota=s forests may act to ensure the sustainability of these important

resources, it is important to clearly specify a vision toward which these actions can be directed. The

Minnesota Forest Resources Council has adopted the following vision and set of goals that need to be

achieved in order to realize the vision. The vision and accompanying goals are based on work of the

Minnesota Citizen=s Roundtable of the Seventh American Forest Congress and the Minnesota GEIS

Implementation Strategy Roundtable.

Vision Statement
Minnesota forests are managed with primary consideration given to long-term

ecosystem integrity and sustaining healthy economies and human communities. 

Forest resource policy and management decisions are based on credible science,

community values and broad-based citizen involvement.  The public understands and

appreciates Minnesota=s forest resources and is involved in and supports decisions

regarding their use, management and protection.

Accomplishing the Vision
Accomplishing the Vision For Minnesota=s Forest Resources will require all interests in the state=s

forests to successfully carry out activities that will ensure the sustainability of forests at both the site level

and the landscape level. The former are practices applied to an area of forest that is limited in size,

whereas the latter are activities that cumulatively occur over a large forested area and often involve many

forest landowners. The Minnesota Forest Resources Council has identified the following goals that are

necessary to accomplish the Vision For Minnesota=s Forests.
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Major Goals for Achieving Common Vision
    $ Minnesota=s Forest Land Base is Enlarged and Protected.  No net loss of forestland

occurs and some previously forested areas are returned to forest cover.  The forest land
base is protected from decreases and fragmentation caused by land use changes.   

   

    $ Forest Ecosystems are Healthy, Resilient, and Functioning.  Forests are composed of
appropriate mixes of cover types and age classes required to maintain wildlife and
biological diversity.

    C Forests are Sustainably Managed.  Forests are managed to ensure economic, social, and
ecological sustainability.    Forest management activities enhance the diversity of the
state=s forests and support the long-term sustainability and growth of the many sectors that
depend on them.

   
    $ Forest-Based Economic and Recreational Opportunities are Large.  The role and

contribution of forests to the state=s economic and social well being is acknowledged. 
Economic opportunities for Minnesota=s forest-based industries, including tourism and
wood-based industries, are large, sustainable, and diverse.

   
     $ Forest Practices are Implemented in Effective and Efficient Manners.  Forest practices

are implemented in manners that maximize their effectiveness while minimizing the costs
of their administration.  Guidelines suggesting appropriate practices are scientifically-
based, practical, easy to understand, their rationale clearly stated, and their application
consistent where possible and appropriate.    

    
    $ Forest Landscape-Level Planning is Coordinated and Involves Collaboration. 

Landscape level planning is based on ecological landscapes and involves collaboration
between landowners, users, stakeholders and the public.

   
     $ Public and Private Rights and Responsibilities are Recognized.  Forest practices that

achieve certain public benefits recognize and respect the inherent rights, responsibilities,
interests, and financial limitations of public and private forest landowners.



    C Forest Research Programs are Effective and Adaptive.  Information is provided by
effective and coordinated basic and applied research programs. Forest practices and
landscape planning/coordination activities are based on the best available information and
technology and can be readily adapted to new information or changing resource
conditions.   

   
    $ Multi-Resource Information Systems are Compatible and Comprehensive. 

Landowners, managers and stakeholders have access to information systems that are
capable of providing comprehensive information about forest resources.   

   
    $ Forest Policy Development is Effective and Supportable.  Policies and programs focused

on forest resources are developed and supported by processes that collaboratively move
forward to resolve issues and accommodate a wide range of constituencies.   

   
    $ Program Funding is Committed and Sustained.  Sustainable, adequate and long-term

funding is available to accomplish the vision and the goals for the state=s forests.


