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Strategic Policy Framework
North Central Landscape Plan

The policy framework in the North Central Landscape Plan was structured into a hierarchical order and has been summarized on the following overheads:

· Desired Future Conditions
· Goals and Strategies
Desired Future Conditions
North Central Landscape Plan

The future forest of the NC landscape will have the following characteristics when compared to the current forests of the year 2000:

· DFC 1.  Increase Conifers.  There will be an increased component of red, white and jack pine, cedar, tamarack, spruce and fir.

· DFC 2.  Natural Patterns and Functions.  The forest will have a range of species, patch sizes, and age classes that more closely resemble natural patterns and functions within this landscape.

· DFC 3.  Protect Forestland.  The amount of forestland and timberland will not decrease using FIA definitions for timberland and forestland.  Large blocks of contiguous forest land that have minimal inclusion of conflicting land uses will be created and/or retained for natural resource and ecological benefits and to minimize land use conflicts (hereafter referred to as “natural resource emphasis areas”).

· DFC 4.  Protect Natural Shoreline.   In large blocks of contiguous forestland retain critical natural shoreline on lakes for scenic, wildlife, water quality and other natural resource values.

Boreal Hardwood Conifer 
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Area:

· 1,324,000 acres

· 26% of the landscape

Long-Term Goals:

· Increase >171 year growth stage.

· Restore historic components of white pine, upland tamarack and cedar; include spruce/fir

· Maintain a substantial amount in even-age aspen

· Emphasize mixed stands of spruce, balsam fir, aspen, birch, and red maple in the plant community.

[image: image1.emf]Boreal Hardwood-Conifer

Comparison of Current Conditions to Range of Natural Variability

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

0-20 21-40 41-80 81-170 >171

Sapling Sapling-pole Pole-mature Mature-old Old

years since disturbance

growth stage



Strategies:

· Underplant aspen with white pine, balsam fir, and white spruce in the 21-40 year growth stage.

· Examine aspen stands over 70 years of age for natural conifer regeneration, access difficulty, local soil and edaphic conditions and other evidence that suggests the stand should be advanced to later successional stages - those lacking these traits should be regenerated to aspen type.

· Focus short-term management on 81+ old aspen (70-100).

· Perform shelterwood harvests in old northern hardwood stands and underplant white spruce, pines and upland tamarack.

Dry-Mesic Pine 
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Area:

· 645,000 acres

· 13% of the plant community

Long-Term Goals:

· Increase red and white pine and tamarack

· Increase >171+ year growth stages

· Increase oak/hardwood composition
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Strategies:

· Restore white pine in aspen stands in the 41-80 year growth stage 

· Introduce white pine in red pine 21-40 year growth stage
Mesic-Northern Hardwoods 
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Area: 

· 188,000 acres

· 4% of the plant community

Long-Term Goals:

· Increase >171 year growth stage 

· Maintain some better quality aspen stands; use even-age management

· Establish or maintain white pine, balsam fir and white spruce as stand components starting at the 21-40 growth stage. 

· Create a more natural composition of plant community starting at the 40-80 year growth stage.
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Strategies:

· Manage rich basswood/maple to older growth stages

· Manage on an uneven age system

· Manage richer sites for yellow birch component.

· Selectively harvest northern hardwoods stands as they age.

· Perform shelterwood harvests in northern hardwoods and underplant with pine and spruce where site aspect and soils are appropriate.

· Maintain aspen inclusions on good sites to provide age class and structural diversity.

Dry-Mesic Pine-Oak 
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Area:

· 1,582,000 acres

· 31% of the plant community

Long-Term Goals:

· Increase jack pine and oak in 1-20 and 21-40 year growth stages

· Decrease aspen in 41-80 year growth stage and restore red, white and jack pine

· Increase red/white pine in 81+ year growth stages

· Increase 81+ year growth stages 
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Strategies:

· Manage pine and longer-lived hardwood by maintaining trees already present and/or underplanting

· Manage pine and hardwood in mixed stand condition.

· Underplant aspen with white spruce

· Underplant red pine in 21-40 year growth stage with white pine

· Focus short-term harvest on regenerating 60-70 year old jack pine and aspen.

Dry Pine 
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Area: 

· 245,000 acres

· 5% of the plant community

Long-Term Goals:

· Increase younger age classes of jack pine (0-40).

· Increase older growth stages (81+) dominated by red and white pine.
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Strategies:

· Concentrate harvests in the 41-80 year growth stage and regenerate to jack pine.

· Where possible regenerate to a jack/red/white pine mixed stand; harvest jack pine and hold red and white pine for older growth stages on moister sites.

Forest/Shore Protection Goals and Strategies
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The following recommended goals and strategies relate directly to the third and forth bullet statements (protect forestland and protect natural shoreline) of the desired future forest condition:

· DFC 3.  Protect Forestland.  The amount of forestland and timberland will not decrease using FIA definitions for timberland and forestland.  Large blocks of contiguous forest land that have minimal inclusion of conflicting land uses will be created and/or retained for natural resource and ecological benefits and to minimize land use conflicts (hereafter referred to as “natural resource emphasis areas”). 

· DFC 4.  Protect Natural Shoreline.   In large blocks of contiguous forest land retain critical natural shoreline on lakes for scenic, wildlife, water quality and other natural resource values.

Definitions:

· Conflicting land uses:  Land uses that conflict with natural resource management and/or ecological benefits. Examples include but are not limited to residential development, agriculture, industrial sites, amusement parks, golf courses, airports, etc.  Harvest of timber and associated activities (hunting, trapping, reforestation, etc) are not considered a conflicting land use in this document. The intent is to promote land uses that are more compatible within natural resource areas so the net effect is greater ecological and natural resource benefit to society than having a similar acreage that is dispersed.  The intent is not to favor one type of natural resource benefit over another, or to dictate what the balance between different types of natural resource benefits should be.  

· Fragmentation:  Interspersing contiguous tracts of forest with conflicting land uses.

· “Natural Resource Emphasis Areas (NREAs)”:  Large blocks of contiguous forest land that have minimal inclusion of conflicting land uses. They have been created and/or retained for natural resource and ecological benefits and to minimize land use conflicts.

F/S Protection Goal 1: Minimize the loss of forestland and timberland.

Strategy 1: Educate landowners on the value of forests to society, the economy, and  
the environment (including wildlife), and the importance of not reducing current acreage and tract sizes.

· Encourage incentives for both forest retention and forest management.
· Provide educational material on the positive benefits of larger parcel sizes on forest values and their management.

Strategy 2:  Encourage use of conservation easements and similar conservation tools. 

Strategy 3: Where appropriate, encourage the establishment of forests in areas previously forested (ie. abandoned cropland) and retain natural openings, brushland, etc.
F/S Protection Goal 2: Retain contiguous blocks of forest land.

Strategy 1: Encourage creation and/or retention of “natural resource emphasis areas” which encompass national forests, state forests, county memorial forests, and other large, contiguous blocks of forest land through mutual agreement. Manage “natural resource emphasis areas” in the following way:

· Discourage development of properties within these areas to minimize conflicting land uses.

· Encourage the retention of public lands within “natural resource emphasis areas”, except small tracts needed to provide public services, or isolated tracts too small to manage effectively.

· In cases where a government entity wants to dispose of lands within a “natural resource emphasis area” and those lands are desired by another public agency, encourage exchange of natural resource emphasis areas (NREA) lands for non-NREA lands held by the interested public entity. 

· Encourage the State to acquire in-holdings of private lands within “natural resource emphasis areas” as they become available in exchange for disposal of isolated parcels that are better suited for development or private ownership leading to no net loss of public land.

· Encourage the exchange of federal, state, and county tax-forfeited lands lying outside of “natural resource emphasis areas” for private lands lying within “natural resource emphasis areas” where both parties agree.

· Minimize further fragmentation and loss of forest land within “natural resource emphasis areas” by:

1. Minimizing cross-country overhead lines. 
2. Encouraging private landowners to keep their lands in forest use. 

3. Encouraging interagency cooperation and coordination in road planning and design.

4. Encouraging road corridors to be the minimum size necessary to provide public service

5. Manage roadsides within “natural resource emphasis areas” to retain natural beauty and to reflect the natural variation in forest age and composition.

6. Encourage the use of MN Forest Resource Council Site-Level Guidelines and Landscape-Level goals and strategies for forest management.

Strategy 2: Minimize fragmentation of forests by encouraging innovative development that keeps forestland intact.

· Encourage residential and commercial development to occur in areas already fragmented by housing, urban uses and existing road corridors.   

· Encourage cluster development.

F/S Protection Goal 3: Minimize the loss of publicly held shorelines.

Strategy 1: Discourage the sale and development of publicly held shorelines.

Strategy 2: Exchange land for critical shoreline when available.
F/S Protection Goal 4: Increase the natural benefits of developed shorelines.
Strategy 1: Educate lakeshore owners and lake associations on the environmental benefits of natural shorelines and available cost share programs to improve shorelines.

Strategy 2: Encourage private shoreline owners to practice “lakescaping” (maintaining/ creating natural habitat along shoreline) or retain natural shoreline.

F/S Protection Goal 5: Protect sensitive and/or undeveloped shoreline

Strategy 1: Encourage local, grassroots government, and organizations (townships, lake associations, etc.) to identify and promote protection of these shorelines.
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