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Species Description 

• Medium sized bat (5-8 g) 

• Long ears and tragus 

• Forage in upland forest 

– Moths, flies, leafhoppers, 
caddisflies, and beetles 

– Aerial  

– Glean 
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Life History 
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Hibernation 
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Life History 

• ‘Summer’ - Apr 1 – Sep 
30 

• Breeding females  
• Roost in trees in small 

groups 

• Single pup 

• Use cracks, crevices, 
cavities, and peeling bark 

• No clear tree species 
affinity 

• Typically in tall, large 
diameter trees Indiana bat 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 



Life History 

• Roost Trees/Habitat 

– Often return to same 
areas between years 

– Sometimes the same 
tree 

– Live or dead trees 

– May migrate 170 miles 
between summer/winter 
habitats 

 
Indiana bat 

U.S. Forest Service 



Finding Roosting Habitat 

• Locating roosts 

1. Mist net  
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Finding Roosting Habitat 

• Locating roosts 

1. Mist net  

2. Radio tracking 
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Finding Roosting Habitat 

• Locating roosts 

1. Mist net  

2. Radio tracking 

Or 

1. Acoustic survey 

2. Mist net 

3. Radio tracking 
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Threats: White-nose syndrome 

Photo by Steve Taylor; University of Illinois 

Predominant threat to the 
species 
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White-Nose Syndrome 

• First documented in NY 
in 2006/2007 

• Has killed >5.5 million 
bats in North America 

• Seven bat species 
confirmed with WNS 

• WNS in 23 states/5 
provinces 



WNS in Minnesota – 2013 
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Background- Federal Action 

• January, 2010 

– Petitioned for listing 

• June, 2011 

– 90 day finding - substantial information found in petition 

– initiated a status review  

• October, 2013 

– Proposed recommendation published in Federal Register 

– Warranted and proposed as federally endangered  



Decision Process 

• Proposed Rule – Opens comment period 

• Comment Period Extended through January 
2014 

• Over 37,000 comments received 

• FWS considers comments and gathers 
additional data 

• ESA protections 



Decision Process 

• Statute allows for 1 year from proposal to 
decision 

• Final Decision anticipated October 2014 

• May extend up to 6 months 

• If agency seeks extension, listing decision 
anticipated April 2015 

 

 



Interim Guidance 

• Non mandatory 

• Planning considerations 

• Summer habitat  

• Impacts 

• Conservation practices 

• http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/m
ammals/nlba/index.html 



Protections 

• Effective upon Listing 

• Take = harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, 
wound, kill, trap, capture, collect 

• Exemptions 

– statute (4d) 

– permit (section 10) 

– consultation (section 7) 

 



Next Steps 

• Complete coordination 

• Complete analysis 

• Final agency decision 

• Conservation needs and considerations 

• Keep talking and listening 


