
Robert C. Venette







Forests

Agriculture

Urban Forests

Grasslands

Gypsy moth
White pine blister rust
Buckthorn
Emerald ash borer
Oak wilt
Spotted wing drosophila
Potato cyst nematodes
Spotted knapweed
European brome



 U.S. ~ $134 billion annually
 MN ~ $3 billion annually 

(conservative)
 Direct: 
 control costs

 production & marketability

 ecosystem services
 Indirect: 
markets

 pollinators

water quality



 New threats in North America but not yet in 
Minnesota

 Giant hogweed

 Swede midge

 Mountain pine beetle

 Asian longhorned beetle

 Thousand cankers disease

 Soybean rust



Year LCCMR/ENRTF General Fund 

Appropriation

2014 
(7-10-2014 to 6-30-2022)

$1,460,000* $3,400,000**

2015 
(7-10-2015 to 8-15-2022)

$5,000,000
(Needs leg. approval)

2017 $5,000,000
(To be proposed)

*Funding in 2014 to support at least 2-3 projects for 3-4 years at up to 

$210,000 per year.  Funding may be used for faculty salary (up to 25% time), 

postdocs, graduate students, in-state travel, and supplies.  Funding may not 

be used for capital expenditures.

**For research and establishment of the Center
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Research & 
Discovery

Outreach & 
Public 

Service

Teaching & 
Learning



• Healthy & Resilient Ecosystems
• Productive & Sustainable Biobased Economies
• Intellectual & Emotional Connection to the Land



 “The purpose of [the 
Center] is to research and 
develop effective 
measures to prevent and 
minimize the threats 
posed by terrestrial 
invasive plants, 
pathogens, and pests, 
including agricultural 
weeds and pests, in order 
to protect the state’s 
native prairies, forests, 
wetlands, and agricultural 
resources.”

Chapter 312 – H.F. No. 3172, Article 13, Section 44

Research & 
Discovery

Outreach & 
Public 

Service

Teaching & 
Learning



Invasions of:
Animal/human
pathogens
Insect vectors

Pesticides

Biofuels Biobased
economies

Biosecurity

Pathogens
Plants

Animals
Management

Society Bioterrorism
Hydrology

IPPC



 train and sustain diverse, creative, and  productive 
researchers devoted to invasive terrestrial plants 
and pests.

 harness the talents of the research community to 
protect terrestrial ecosystems.

 remain flexible, responsive, and accountable to the 
needs of stakeholders.

 achieve national recognition as a center of 
excellence. 

MN Invasive Terrestrial Plants and 
Pests Center should:



 “[The goal of the MITPPC] is to prevent and 
minimize the threats posed by terrestrial 
invasive plants, other weeds, pathogens, and 
pests in order to protect the state’s prairies, 
forests, wetlands, and agricultural resources.”

Chapter 312 – H.F. No. 3172, Article 13, Section 44



Private citizens, landowners, and businesses





Priority topic 1

Priority topic 2

Priority topic 3



Popn Size

$ Dollars Public 
Awareness

Prediction/ 
Prevention

Detection/ 
Eradication

Monitoring/
Suppression Restoration

Modified from R. Doudrick



 Ideas for research
 Support for 

research
 Willingness to 

collaborate

 $$

 In-kind 
contributions

 Support for the 
Center Contact Rob Venette, Director, MITPPC

rvenette@fs.fed.us  or  venet001@umn.edu


