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Commissioner highlights child care proposals in Rochester
Visit to Super School-Age Care shows importance of access to quality child care

ROCHESTER, Minn. — Minnesota Department of Human Services Commissioner Lucinda Jesson
visited Super School-Age Care in Rochester today to highlight budget proposals from Gov. Mark
Dayton that would increase access to quality child care.

“Access to effective and affordable child care is still a significant barrier for too many families,” said
Jesson. “More than 6,000 children are on a waiting list for child care assistance and many more can’t
afford or find quality programs that will help prepare them for kindergarten.”

The Governor’s budget invests $17.55 million over the next biennium to increase access to quality child
care for Minnesota families with low incomes by helping more children who are eligible get on and stay
on child care assistance, and increasing the supply of high quality child care and early education
programs to meet the needs of children in underserved communities.

The recommendation includes:
e $12.5 million to reduce the Basic Sliding Fee Child Care waiting list by providing additional
funding targeted to counties with the longest lists.
e $1.55 million to simplify Child Care Assistance Program requirements by tying authorized hours
of care to a child’s need, rather than the parent’s work schedule.
e $3.5 million to sustain Parent Aware, the state’s quality rating system, with continued funding
for the rating process and coaching to participating programs.

Over the next biennium, these proposals will reach at least 400 families a month through Child Care
Assistance Program simplifications, remove more than 1,300 children from Basic Sliding Fee waiting
lists, and serve 8,000 children who receive assistance in highly rated Parent Aware programs.

“If Minnesota is to continue to prosper now and in the future we need to give every child the chance at
success. It’s not just about providing care, but wherever possible, quality care,” said Jesson at Super
School-Age Care, a four-star Parent Aware-rated family child care program, where she made
Valentine’s Day art with children and discussed the importance of early education with owner Gayleen
Johnson. Thanks to a $19.4 investment from Gov. Dayton and the 2013 Legislature, providers who
achieve top three- and four-star ratings now receive increased Child Care Assistance Program rates.

A fact sheet about the proposals to increase access to quality child care is on the DHS website.
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