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Expansion of school-linked grants

Issue:

e Gaps in the current mental health service system leave too many children with complex, high-cost
conditions, as well as children from the general population, without adequate access to diagnosis
and treatment.

e Because the pressures of school often highlight hidden mental health problems, school-based mental
health can identify and intervene in conditions that could be missed in a clinic or home setting.

Proposal:
e The governor’s budget proposal would double the capacity in schools for mental health prevention
and early intervention services and facilitate the integration of service delivery.

Impact:

e Provides students access to mental health services in a normal, nonstigmatizing environment where
nearly all children and youth spend a significant amount of time.

e Expanding school-linked mental health services will increase early intervention and treatment,
helping to prevent serious mental illness.

Number of people affected:

13,900 students will be using these mental health services annually by 2017

7,200 of those students will receive mental health services for the first time

840 school sites will be providing mental health services

3,000 students from cultural minority groups will receive these mental health services

Fiscal impact:

e FY 2014: $2.53 million
e FY 2015: $4.91 million
e FY 2016: $4.91 million
e FY 2017: $4.91 million

Related information:

e Minnesota Management & Budget website: http://www.mmb.state.mn.us

e Fact sheet on children’s mental health: http://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/Ifserver/Legacy/DHS-5051-ENG
e DHS Children’s Mental Health Division Web page: http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/id_000162
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