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When I was 11 years old my parents split up and my dad had 
another child. My dad died when I was 15 years old. This was 
the first time I suffered from depression and I turned to drugs 
and alcohol. I became pregnant at 18. This is when I was first 
introduced with the WorkForce Center. During the time I 
wasn’t in school I had to take classes at the WorkForce 
Center. They showed us how to make resumes, gave us job 
searching tips. 

 
I took part in the Youth Program during the summer of 2011. My counselor placed me at 
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS). I started off working around 20 hours per 
week as a receptionist. The legal secretary delegated some of her work to me so I was doing 
more than answering the phones and greeting clients. I was able to work part-time and still go 
to school. After graduating I struggled to find a job. I was always going to the WorkForce Center 
to use their computers to job search and pick up the weekly flyer with the new job postings. I 
went back a few times to update my resume. 
 
I have to say the best thing the WorkForce Center did for me was provide me with VALUABLE 
work experience in a field I was looking to work in.  I was contacted by the SMRLS regional 
leadership attorney to inform me that the legal secretary had retired and they were looking to 
fill the position. He encouraged me to apply and so I did. A few weeks later I had my interview 
and I was hired full-time.  I can say without a doubt that if it wasn’t for the WorkForce Center 
providing me with all these services (work experience, resume tips, interview tips, counseling, 
clothes for work/interviews, etc.) I wouldn’t have even been considered for the position.    
 
It feels great to know that my hard work has paid off but I can say I wouldn’t have gotten where 
I am if it weren’t for programs like the WorkForce Center. 
 

 

 

 


