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Minnesota’s Trade Policy Advisory Council (TPAC) members represent business, farm, labor, community and other perspectives.  TPAC’s role is to provide assistance and advice to policymakers on the impact of federal free trade agreements on Minnesota. 
To become better informed on Minnesota perspectives on federal free trade agreements, TPAC conducted an online survey of selected Minnesota individuals, businesses and organizations in September 2014. TPAC surveyed entities on its members’ mailing lists (such as those of the Minnesota Trade Office, the Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition and Life Science Alley) because of their identified experience or interest in international business and trade. Therefore, these results are not generalizable to Minnesota as a whole. However, the survey results do provide valuable insights from those who have had direct experiences with, or concerns about, federal trade agreements.
Respondent Profile
· Total respondents:  436
· 75 percent of respondents were private businesses (31 percent) or individuals (44 percent). Other respondents included labor organizations (8 percent) and non-profit organizations (6 percent).
· 75 percent of respondents are located in the Twin Cities metropolitan area.

· 71 percent had at least some knowledge of federal trade policy and trade agreements, with 24 percent having “a lot”, 47 percent having “some”, and 29 percent having “little or no” knowledge.
· 87 percent had at least a medium level of interest in learning more about federal trade policy and trade agreements, with 40 percent having “high”, 47 percent having “medium”,  and 13 percent having “low or no” interest.
Benefits and Challenges of Trade Agreements
· At least 25 percent of respondents selected the following (among their top five areas)as the main benefits of U.S. trade free agreements: 
· more business markets for Minnesota,
· opportunity for economic and job growth,
· more potential sources of suppliers,
· increased variety of available goods, 
· more competitive pricing, and
· more technology transfer and innovation.

· At least 30 percent of respondents selected the following (among their top five areas)as the main challenges or damages from U.S. free trade agreements:
· outsourcing U.S. jobs to other countries,
· industries vulnerable to imports, 
· occupations vulnerable to imports,
· enforcing environmental protection standards,
· complex dispute settlement rules,
· enforcing MN/US product safety standards,
· loss of local, regional, national autonomy,
· increased economic inequality, and
· enforcing intellectual property rights.

Respondents commented (in open text) at length on these main themes of benefits and challenges of U.S. free trade agreements and how they had been impacted. These comments are available upon request. 
Suggestions for TPAC’s Role
Respondents made various suggestions for the role of TPAC.  An overriding common theme was providing objective information to increase general understanding of federal trade agreements and their impact on Minnesota by the general public and business community.  Some comments indicated some confusion as to TPAC’s role in the negotiation of free trade agreements.
The five most commonly suggested ideas were: 
· Increasing awareness of free trade agreements (through marketing), whether as periodic news or progress reports, e-mails to interested parties, or using social media (52 percent),
· Distributing short summaries – written in plain language – explaining benefits, costs, features, scope etc. of existing and forthcoming trade agreements (25 percent),
· Becoming an advocate for transparency in federal trade negotiations (17 percent),
· Hosting educational programs (such as webinars, trainings, etc.) (15 percent), and
· Conducting in-depth objective research and analysis on particular free trade agreements, or particular aspects of these agreements (14 percent).
TPAC’s charge is limited and although TPAC may not be able to undertake some of these efforts, these suggestions indicate clear requests for distributing more information on federal trade agreements and the negotiation process, conducting impartial analysis on the impacts of these agreements, and widely disseminating the findings.
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