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Just For Fun
Prevent Summer Slide
The following website offers fun and practical ideas to keep students learning throughout the summer. Included are ideas for virtual field trips, do it yourself activities, and academic enrichment opportunities. 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/resources-prevent-summer-slide-matt-davis 
Hands-on Resources to Pique Curiosity
· 10 of the Best Virtual Field Trips: A trip to the Colosseum in Rome? A behind-the-scenes look at the Hershey's factory? Curious students will find a lot to explore in these virtual field trips and tours featured by eSchool News. 
· Gearing Up for a Summer of Making Connecting and Learning by Doing: DIY projects are perfect for inquisitive students. This New York Times Learning Network guest lesson by Edutopia blogger Suzie Boss highlights a few places to find upcoming activities, Reading Resources for Teens from New York Public Library: Reading is an effective way to prevent summer slide. New York Public Library produced this list of teen-specific reading resources. For younger students and ELLs, Colorin Colorado has a comprehensive list of resources for parents. 
·  Help Your Teen Avoid the Summer Math Slide provides plenty of age-appropriate math learning ideas for teens. 
· Writing Activities for all Students: ReadWriteThink's after-school writing activities work great all summer long, and there's something here for students in any grade. For your aspiring fiction novelist, author of "Writing Fiction: A Hands-on Guide for Teens" Heather Wright, has compiled a 70+ list of writing prompts and starters. 
DIY Ideas for Parents
· 10 Ways to Prevent the Summer Slide, MetroFamily Magazine 
· Ask Dr. Lynch: Preventing the Summer Slide, Education World
Upcoming and Ongoing
Many Summer Programs Available
Many summer opportunities exist for teens who are blind, low vision, or DeafBlind.  Visit SSB’s teen page www.mnssb.org and click on the “News” tab. You will find a link under “Learn about summer employment opportunities”. Not only do these resources showcase employment options but enrichment activities as well. Talk with your SSB counselor for more information. Be active and engaged this summer!
Summer Reading
It is said that readers live a thousand lives before they die, and those who never read live only one. Whether your reading is required for school or chosen for fun and enjoyment, Audio Services at SSB is your one-stop source for audio books.  If you want your summer reading in human-narrated audio, give us a call. We may have it. If we don’t, just send us the books and we’ll transcribe them for you free of charge.  651-539-1422 
Podcasts 
New weekly podcasts are available on Blind Abilities. 
State Services for the Blind (SSB) along with Blind Abilities has just the site for you. The BA Teen Cast channel on the app AudioBoom is just a few taps and swipes away. Download the AudioBoom app from the Apple App Store or from the Google Store on Android and do a search for the BA Teen Cast. News, Demonstrations, Tech Talk and much more. To become a contributing podcaster install the app and then send an email to BATeenCast@comcast.net with your Audioboom user name.
Tips for Finding a Summer Job
Many teens look for work during the summer. Below are a few tips to help you find and get the job. 
People
· Check with guidance counselors and SSB counselor
· Use local workforce center
· Talk with family members, friends, and teachers
Places
· Check with government entities for summer youth employment programs
· Look into churches and religious groups-they’re connected with community programs. 
· Explore Non-profit organizations for summer work or internships
Ideas
· Have a resume that includes attributes like:
· hardworking and dependable
· ability to get along with people from various cultures and backgrounds
· willingness to work evenings and weekends
· Use sites such as www.indeed.com and select “Summer Work” in your filtered search
· Consider volunteering if not finding paid work
Going to College in the Fall?
The following points offer advice from staff in college disability offices. The goal is to help students be prepared before the term begins. 
· Get Orientation & Mobility training at the campus you are attending prior to the start of classes.  Sighted guides are almost never provided. Students need to learn the processes for shuttle services and bus and/or train stops.  Develop campus landmarks is essential.  
· Focus adjustment to blindness training on skills you will need to live and work independent in a college community. 	
· Visit the disability services office to determine how their services can help to facilitate access to opportunities on campus. Requesting alternative formats for textbooks may take weeks to process. It’s important to contact disability services as soon as possible. 
· Ability to take one’s own notes is essential.  Students need to take notes during all of their classes including lab, lecture, and discussion sections; this includes courses with visual content.  Visual access/description is provided but is intended to supplement a student's own notes.
· ●Students will need to know if a program or academic major requires a foreign language.  This requirement generally cannot be waived, only accommodated.  Typically language instruction is immersive, meaning English is not used by the end of the first term.  Knowing this is important, as access issues are often more challenging if a student does not have good Braille or adaptive literacy skills.
Fast-Forward: Possibilities and Potential
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Michael is a manager at the Minneapolis office of the Royal Bank of Canada, overseeing Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action programs. Before that, he held similar positions with the University of Minnesota, Northwest Airlines and the State of Minnesota.  He has a master’s degree in human resources, which provided a good educational foundation and internship opportunities.  Michael writes:
I have what some might describe as a limited amount of vision. I use reading glasses and look at printed material close to my face.  
While I can read standard size print, I read more slowly than the average person. In college, I had textbooks read on tape and I asked teachers to describe what they were writing on the blackboard.  Currently, I have ZoomText at work, though I do not have the kind of job where I need to read extensive amounts of materials like I did in college.  I use a Ruby (which is a small electronic magnifier) to read small print and use a monocular to read bus signs, addresses and slide presentations.  I have become much better about asking for help when I need it. One of the things I have discovered over the years is that the more comfortable you are with yourself as a person with a disability, the more comfortable others will be around you.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]I think the most important piece of advice I can give to a young person is to find some kind of part-time work while you are in high school and college.  I have heard that working at a young age is the best predictor of future full-time employment for a blind or visually impaired person, and I believe it.  In my case, I found out about my first job through my brother-in-law.  My second job was working for my dad.  After that I was able to slowly build upon my work experience.  So think about who among your family, friends, neighbors, etc., can help you find those first couple jobs.  It will give you confidence when you apply for future job opportunities, help differentiate you from the competition, give you an opportunity to make new friends and put money in your pocket.  What could be better than that! 
Apps for Summer
Travel
TripIt 
Is the travel organizing app that automagically creates a master itinerary for every trip so you can access all your travel plans, anytime, on any device. https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tripit-trip-planner/id311035142?mt=8 
FourSquare  
The Foursquare app helps you discover new places, with recommendations from a community you trust.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/foursquare-find-places-to/id306934924?mt=8 
Blind Square 
This GPS app announces streets and points of interests around you while walking or driving.  This app is great for learning what is around you while on vacation or around your own neighborhood.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/blindsquare/id500557255?mt=8 
Uber 
Uber is an alternative to a Taxi.  Schedule an immediate pickup, track your driver’s location, and pay for your ride all within the app.  Uber can be a helpful option for traveling somewhere without needing to reserve a ride early, or without needing to plan ahead.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/uber/id368677368?mt=8 
Super Shuttle 
If you are leaving town for summer vacation, Super Shuttle is a convenient way to get to and from the airport at home and at your vacation destination.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/supershuttle-execucar/id376771013?mt=8 
Transit 
Get upcoming departure times for all nearby transit lines.  Plan your trip, set reminders, get notifications about disruptions. Public transit not cooperating? Don’t fret: easily request an Uber, reserve a car2go or grab the closest bike share.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/transit-app-real-time-tracker/id498151501?mt=8 
Games 
Audio Defense Zombie Arena 
For those rainy days, any of the audio games from Somethin’ Else Games like Audio Defense, the Nightjar,  and papa Sangre 1 and 2 are some of the best audio games for IOS.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/audio-defence-zombie-arena/id804041240?mt=8 
Blindfold Games 
This series of games is constantly being updated with new titles.  Some current Blindfold games include bowling, racing, card games, word puzzles, and more.  
Just look up “blindfold” on the app store. 
Four Down Cross word puzzle game: 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/four-down-beautiful-crosswords/id655212651?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
Cribbage pro: 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cribbage-pro/id409644287?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
Naval Combat 
The accessible version of battle ship
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/naval-combat/id408833350?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
Sudoku4all: 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sudoku4all/id434582632?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D8
Other Fun Apps
Dark Sky 
Dark sky can tell you when it is going to rain, or snow, soon.  If you’re planning a summer picnic or other activity, this app will help you avoid being rained out.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/dark-sky-hyperlocal-weather/id517329357?mt=8 
Voice Dream Reader 
It reads Bookshare books, Word documents, and many other book and document types.  You can also access content from the Internet, Dropbox, Google Drive, etc.  This is one of the best apps for readers.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/voice-dream-reader/id496177674?mt=8 
Day One 
Day One is a simple way to journal. It’s easy to quickly enter your thoughts and memories and have them synced and backed up in the cloud. Day One is well designed and extremely focused to encourage you to write more.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/day-one/id1055511498?mt=12 
Ferrite 
Ferrite makes it fast and easy to record and edit audio on the move — while making powerful features like effects and automation available when you need them.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ferrite-recording-studio/id1018780185?mt=8 
Weber Grills App 
This app offers grilling recipes, how to’s, and a grilling timer to help with your summer grilling needs.  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/weber-grills/id540468068?mt=8 
Urbanspoon 
Use the GPS on your iPhone to find a great restaurant nearby. Urbanspoon allows searching by type of food, ratings or distance,  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/urbanspoon-restaurant-food/id284708449?mt=8 
Go to www.applevis.com for more app recommendations.  
“Building BRIDGEs” 
The following articles and web sites offer resources in Basic skills, Role models, Initiative, Discovery, Goal setting, and Experiences – the necessary components of crossing the bridge from high school to life after graduation.
Technology Resources 
http://mn.gov/deed/job-seekers/blind-visual-impaired/living/technology.jsp
The tech department at State Services for the Blind created a few resource lists that are now available on our web site. One is a list of accessible reading services, and the other is a list of free assistive technology. 
“Four Jobs You Won’t Believe People who are Blind Can Do” 
http://www.perkins.org/stories/blog/four-jobs-you-wont-believe-people-who-are-blind-can-do 
Role models are critical to keeping expectations high for all of our kids. From an award-winning photographer to an international journalist, and from a state Supreme Court justice to an acclaimed chef, here are four individuals who are shattering stereotypes about what people with blindness can accomplish in the workplace – and in life. 
Growth Mindset 
http://mindsetonline.com/whatisit/about/ 
Carol Dweck from Stanford details the power of initiative when people believe in a Growth Mindset rather than a Fixed Mindset. 
“Cheering Blind” 
https://nfb.org/images/nfb/publications/fr/fr34/2/fr340206.htm 
In the article “Cheering Blind," Deja Powell (student) and Jill Flygare (coach) describe the techniques they used to help Deja become a cheerleader in high school. It is an excellent example of how a “can do” attitude on behalf of student and coach yielded tremendous results. 
Transition Timelines or http://mn.gov/deed/job-seekers/blind-visual-impaired/teens-student-services/index.jsp 
Under the “News” tab, you’ll see a “Flyers/Guidelines” heading. Transition Timelines provide yearly and monthly goals for high school students as they prepare for their futures. 
“Tips for Trips: How One Blind Girl Survives and Thrives When Traveling” 
http://nabslink.org/student-slate/student-slate-summer-2014/tips-trips-how-one-blind-girl-survives-and-thrives-when 
As summer in all its varied activities approaches, this article offers helpful advice for traveling.  
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